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Chirac arrives in Lebanon 
on third visit in two years 

BErRUT (AFFj — French President Jacques Chirac 
arrived here Friday evening on his third visit to 
Lebanon in just over two years. Mr. Chirac was wel- 
comed at the airport by Lebanon's three top officials. 
President Elias Hrawi, Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
and Parliament Speaker Nabih Bern. Mr. Chirac has 
been crusading to strengthen his country’s ties with 
Arab countries, choosing Lebanon ' — which was 
under a French mandate until independence in 1943 
— as a “natural" gateway to the region. The president, 
who visited Lebanon during two previous Middle East 
tours in April and October 1996, does not begin his 
official engagements until Saturday. 



Palestinian support for peace drops 11% 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP)— Pakston PreadfatVass- 
a Arafat’s popularity and Palestinian support for the peace 
process with load have declined sbaiply in the past six moiBhs. 
by 7 per cent and 11 per cess respectively, accadmg to* survey 
released Friday. The drop came during a period of continued 
deadlock over die scope of an Israeli coop withdrawal in the 
West Bank. Mr Arafat has seabed bispofirical prestige on the 
process, and setbacks am llkdy toimdamine his positron. La the 
survey. 63 per cem of 1.208 respondents said they supported die 
peace process, compared to 74 percent in November, Support 
for him dropped from 46 per oent in November to 38.7 percent 
in May. The approval rating for his government slipped from 71 
per cent to 64 per coil SdQ, 65 per cent of the respondents said 
they were optimistic about the finite while 33 percent were pes- 
simistic. The poll was conducted fay the Palestinian-owned 
Jerusalem Media and Communication Centre and had a margin 
of error of 3 per cent 
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Saudi Prince Abdullah due Monday for talks with King 

Consultations for convening 
mini Arab summit intensify 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Aziz is expected to hold 
talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan in Amman 
on Monday on prospects 
for holding an emergency 
Arab summit, senior offi- 
cials said on Friday. 

The first such high-level 
visit to the Kingdom since 
the 1991 Gulf war that 
caused a strain in bilateral 
ties, the Saudi crown prince 
will arrive in Amman after 
holding talks with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad in 
Damascus today. 

Consultations for holding 
an Arab summit to deal 
with the crisis in the Middle 
East peace process intensi- 
fied in the past few weeks, 
after Israel's refusal to 
accept the American pro- 
posals to jump-start the cur- 
rent deadlock on the peace 
front. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has been 
pleading for an emergency - 
summit to counter the poli- 
cies of Israeli Prime Minis- 


ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 
Egypt is also stepping up its 
effort to convene the sum- 
mit for early June. 

The venue of the summit 
has not been decided, but 
reports indicate that Syria, 
Saudi Arabia, and Morocco 
are possible locations. 

In principle, Jordan sup- 
ports the idea of holding an 
Arab su mmi t, provided it 
delivers a positive message. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani told the Jordan 
Times on Friday. 

Also, it must build on the 
resolution of the 1996 
Cairo su mmi t which 
affirmed the Arab states' 
co mmit ment to a "strategy 
of peace," Dr. Anani said. 

The Cairo summit, how- 
ever. also threatened to halt 
normalisation with the Jew- 
ish state if there was no 
progress on the Palestinian- 
Israeli track. 

“We should have a set 
agenda [on what will be 
discussed! before going to 
the summit.” said another 
senior official source 
requesting anonymity. 

Jordan is insisting that the 
outcome and the tone of the 
final communique of the 



summit be “positive and 
pro-active," and reiterates 
the Arab's support for a 
“peace strategy.” the offi- 
cials said. 

Since the Israeli premier 
is regarded by the interna- 
tional community as the 
one responsible for 
obstructing peace, the 
summit should adopt a 
strategy that ensures that 
the Arabs don't budge on 
their “positive stand," said 
the official. 

The format and the repre- 
sentation of the attendees of 
the proposed summit are 
still not clear, he said. - 

There has not been a deci- 
sion on whether the summit 



should be a comprehensive 
one that would include 
most, if not all. the Arab 
countries, or whether it 
should be a mini -s ummi t 
that would only comprise 
several Arab countries. 

A mini-summit would 
likely include the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA). Jordan, Egypt, 
Syria, Lebanon. Saudi Ara- 
bia. Morocco, and perhaps 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Jordan would prefer a 
mini-summit, said the 
source, since that would 
ensure that -discussions 
would concentrate on the 
deadlocked peace process. 


rather than on comprehen- 
sive Arab issues that would 
likely be brought up in the 
format of a general s umm it. 

According to analysts, 
Jordan and Egypt, in partic- 
ular, are also concerned a 
summit would pit them 
against more hardline Arab 
states, keen on exerting 
pressure on them to freeze 
their ties with the Israel — 
a move that is out of the 
question for both countries. 

There is no fear of Syria 
calling for a halt to peace 
with Israel in the frame- 
work of a mini-summit, 
said the source. 

But both officials say that 
the idea of a summit, in 
whatever form, still needs 
more diplomatic effort and 
discussions to make it a 
reality. 

Inter-Arab consultations 
have increased in the past 
month. Jordan has held 
talks with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
with Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Mubarak has held 
discussions with Mr. Assad, 
King Hassan of Morocco, 
and- Mr. Arafat, who 
returned from a visit to 
Saudi Arabia last Sunday. 


World leaders criticise Pakistan’s nuclear tests 


Pakistan vows to match any 


Indian threat with ‘vengeance’ 


Agencies 

AFTER MATCHING 
India's testing of five nuclear 
devices with its own. Pak- 
istan's foreign minister said 
Friday his country is ready to 
sign the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty right away — if 
rival India also signs. 

So far. however. India has 
rejected the global treaty on 
nonproliferation because it 
does not require existing 
nuclear powers to disarm. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister Gohar 
Ayub also declared his coun- 
try a nuclear power and 
vowed to retaliate "with 
vengeance and devastating 
effect" against any attack by 
India. 

“We have an active pro- 
gramme ... we have nuclear 
weapons, we are a nuclear 
power." Mr. Ayub said. *'We 
have an advanced missiles 
programme." 

That newest addition to 
Pakistan's missile arsenal 
was test fired on April 6. The 
long-range Ghauri missile 
will be fined with nuclear 
warheads. 

“These missiles are capa- 



A Pakistani child stands up to look on while others are offering special thanking prayers, Friday, in Faisal Mosque 
after five consecutive nuclear tests by Pakistan Thursday. People across the nation showed support for the govern- 
ment, who conducted the underground blasts despite objections and criticism Grom U«S. backed allies and Euro- 
pean nations (AP photo) 


ble of carrying both a con- 
ventional and nuclear war- 
head ... but with a range of 
1-500 kilometres no military 
man would launch it with a 
conventional warhead ... so 
that restricts the option to 
nuclear," he said. 

While the world leaders 
condemned Pakistan’s test- 
ing and threatened sanctions, 
people around the country 
knelt in prayer at mosques 
throughout the country to 
offer prayers of thanksgiv- 
ing. 

At Pakistan's largest Faisal 
Mosque in the federal c-api 
tal the mullah or 

(Continued on page 7) 


‘Clinton made last-minute plea with Pakistani premier’ 


WASHINGTON t AFP) — U.S. President Bill Clinton, in a tele- 
phone call just seven hours before Pakistan set off its nuclear explo- 
sions. begged with Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif not to set 
off the nudear devices. The New York Times said Friday. 

Mr. Clinton offered “a changed relationship" and “to cut through 
the knot" of laws blocking U.S. military and economic aid to Pakistan 
if Mr. Sharif cancelled the tests, an unnamed U.S. official told the 
daily. 

Ml Clinton promised Ml Sharif that he would try to deliver 28 F- 
16 fighter jets that Pakistan has paid for but never received, the offi- 
cial said "The president said he unilaterally would keep trying to get 
doser in security terms,” the official said. “It was a promise of a 
changed relationship. 

“If you do this, we can do great dungs together, we can work on 
your economy, we can give you the tods you Med to help defend 
your country’' the official added 

Mr Sharif's reply to Mr. Clinton, still according to die official was: 


“You have said all the right things, but the test of the world is filing 
its fingernails.” 

The Pakistani leader commented on the failure of the international 
community to punish India for its nudear tests, saying it was impos- 
sible for him not to follow suit 

‘There was anguish in Sharif!" the U.S. official said "This was a 
man between a nuclear rock and a hard place. He was saying: T wish 
I did not have these forces acting on me. but people are demonstrat- 
ing in the streets, the editorialists and tbs opposition arc demanding I 
less. You have to understand my position.” 

“He as much as said this was out of ffis hands.” Me Clinton told Ml 
S harif that the nudear tests would leave him no alternative but to 
impose sanctions oa Pakistan, the official said 
“He said. If you do tins, Nawaz, I have to do tills, and it’ll hurt you 
a lot more than it'll hurt India,’” the official said. “Tf your hands are 
tied mine are toa”’ The official said the conversation ended around 
midnight Thursday. 


Reducing UNRWA services 
is ‘recipe for disaster,’ 
Prince Hassan warns 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan urged donor nations 
backing a U.N. relief 
agency caring for over 3.5 
milli on Pales tinian refugees 
not to forsake moral, politi- 
cal, legal or humanitarian 
duties to avoid human suf- 
fering. 

He said reducing the ser- 
vices of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestinian refugees 
(UNRWA), facing a $77 
million deficit, would lead 
to disaster in the region. 

“For the international 
community to give refugees 
the message that it is aban- 
doning their cause would 
lead to dangerous conse- 
quences. It would create 
more economic and politi- 
cal despair, which I see as 
the mmi cause of violence,” 
the Prince told an informal 


meeting of UNRWA donors 
in Amman on Thursday. 

4 T feel that any further 
reduction of UNRWA ser- 
vices when the average 
expenditure per refugee per 
annum is already less than 
$100 is a recipe for disas- 
ter,” he said. 

“Any wavering in our 
commitment can only lead 
to more suffering. These 
people have suffered for 
long enough and are becom- 
ing justifiably more pes- 
simistic” 

Prince Hassan, said the 
agency was not receiving 
necessary funds for it to 
maintain the level of essen- 
tial health, education and 
relief services within its 
U.N. mandate. 

“Last year, UNRWA's 
estimated budget deficit was 
$40 million. This year, the 
projected deficit is larger — 
about $77 million,” he said. 

Jordan hosts 1.34 millio n 
U.N.-registered Palestinian 


refugees forced to flee their 
homes in the I94S and 1967 
Middle East wars. Egypt, 
Lebanon, Syria .and tire 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip are home to tire rest of 
refugees; 

Some donor countries 
were disengaging from 
UNRWA at a time “when 
the peace process has not 
yet even started to systemat- 
ically address the refugee 
problem,” Prince Hassan 
told the meeting at which 
donor countries announced 
$12 million in contributions 
( see separate story page 
31 

Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
are expected to address the 
issue of refugees in their 
final status negotiations that 
should have started in May 
1997 and ended by mid- 
1999. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan plans to ask for 
extradition of suspect in 
Shmeisani, Rabia murders 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is planning to ask for 
the extradition of a Jordan- 
ian suspected of involve- 
ment in the killing of eight 
people in Amman in Janu- 
ary, police said Thursday. 

Police Director General 
Nasouh Marzoukah said 
Ahmad Mahmoud Moham- 
mad was involved with 
three other men in the 
killing of six Iraqis, includ- 
ing Baghdad's charge- d’af- 
faires in Amman Hikmat 
Hajou. and two Egyptians 
in the Rabia neighbour- 
hood. 

The police official 
declined to name the Euro- 
pean country where 
Mohammad lives, but 
media reports said that he 
was living in the Ukraine. 

Lieutenant-General Mar- 
zoukah, was speaking at a 
press conference during 
which he unveiled the iden- 
tities of those involved in 
the Rabia murder and the 
killing of three Jordanians, 
including a well-known 
lawyer, his son and a psy- 
chiatrist 

Advocate Hanna Naddeh, 


his son Suhail and psychia- 
trist Awni Sa'ad were found 
dead at the latter’s clinic in 
Shmeisani neighbourhood. 

The police chief told 
reporters that the three 
involved in the Rabia mur- 
der were Jamal Ibrahim 
Ensour, Abdullah Moham- 
mad Suleiman and Moham- 
mad Omar Yousif 
Jaghabeen. 

Lt Gen. Marzoukah said 
that Ensour was killed dur- 
ing a shoot-out with police 
in the town of Sahab on 
Monday. According to Lt 
Gen. Marzoukah, 

Jaghabeen and Ensour were 
involved in the killin g of 
the Naddebs and psychia- 
trist Sa'ad and the killing 
of their getaway driver 
Lo’ay HajibL 

He said that Iraqi busi- 
nessman Namir OchL who 
was among those killed in 
Rabia crime, was targeted 
by the suspects because of 
“financial differences” with 
Jaghabeen. 

Lt Gen. Marzoukah said 
that Jaghabeen was 
de m a n d i ng money from 
Ochi for antiquities he 
smuggled to the Iraqi busi- 
nessman from Iraq. 

On Jan. 17, four of the 


suspects arrived at the 
house of the Iraqi million- 
aire Sami George Thomas 
in Rabia, where Ochi was a 
guest, police chief said. 

“When he arrived they 
apparently interrogated him 
and asked him to pay the 
money which he did not 
have at that moment Then 
they decided to kill him and 
the other five who were 
present in the villa,” Lt 
Gen. Marzoukah said. 

“But when they were 
about to leave, the Iraqi 
diplomat (Hajou) arrived at 
the house with his wife, so 
they decided to kill both of 
them to hide any trace of 
the crime,” he added. 

“The reason why they 
came on that day was that 
Ochi was expecting a bank 
transfer from abroad to pay 
Jaghabeen," the police offi- 
cial said. 

“The suspects decided to 
kill those present in the 
villa because one of them, 
Jaghabeen, repeatedly visit- 
ed the house and was well- 
known to the villa resi- 
dents,” Ll Gen. Mar- 
zoukah said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Annan set to okay new Iraqi 
oil-for-food plan — U.N. official 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
A U.N. spokesman said Fri- 
day Secretaiy-General Kofi 
Annan was set to approve 
Iraq's crucial plan on how it 
wifi distribute food and med- 
icine to ease the impact of 
sanctions on its people. 

Mr. Annan has to sign off 
on the plan before the next 
six months phase of the so- 
called “oil-for-food" pro- 
gramme can begin next 
week. The complicated pro- 
gramme Iraq contends is 
micro-managed from New 
York is an object of contro- 
versy whenever it comes up 
for renewal. 

Iraq has been permitted to 
sell oil to purchase food, 
medicine and other supplies 
under strict U.N. monitoring, 
an exception to the sweeping 
sanctions imposed in August 


1990 when Baghdad’s troops 
invaded Kuwait. 

‘The new distribution plan 
is expected to be approved in 
the course of the day” said 
U.N. spokesman Fred Eck- 
hard. “Once, the secretary- 
general has approved the 
plan, he wifi inform the 
Security Council of his deci- 
sion.” 

In February, the council 
approved an increase in Iraqi 
oil exports from $2 billion to 
$5.25 billion, to b egin after 
Mr. Annan approves Iraq’s 
distribution plan. 

But the plan calls only for a 
maximum $4 5 billion in ofl 
sales over the next six 
months providing Iraq pm 
upgrade its oil industry. Of 
this amount $3 billion is for 
h umanitar ian supplies while 
the remainder is deducted for 


compensation to victims of 
the 1991 Guff war and other 
U.N. costs. 

Iraq’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammed A1 Sahaf, how- 
even told reporters he 
expected Baghdad could 
only pump a total of $3 bil- 
lion at current prices over the 
next six months. 

U.N. officials on Thursday 
briefed Security Council 
members on the plan and 
reported that while it did not 
meet all their demands in 
increasing food supplies it 
was moving in thd right 
direction. U.S. arrays said 
they would not attempt to 
block Ml Annan’s approval 
but try to make up for defi- 
ciencies in a subsequent res- 
olution and other actions. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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SPLA leader Garang calls on 
Machar to return to rebels 


CAIRO (AFP) — The leader 
of the rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army, John 
Garang, called on bis old 
comrade-in-arms Riefc 
Machar to rethink his alliance 
with the government and 
return to rebel ranks, an SPLA 
spokesman said Friday. 

Colonel Garang made the 
call during a meeting Wednes- 
day and Thursday at Yd near 
the Sudan-Uganda border, 
spokesman Yasser Erman told 
Age nee France Presse. 

The SPLA chief was meet- 
ing in the southeastern Bahr 
Al Jahal region with Kuanyen 
Kerubino, who himself 
switched sides back from the 
government in January. 

It was the first meeting 
between Colonel Garang and 
Mr. Kerubino since the Dinka 
leader's return to rebel ranks, 
Mr. Erman said. 

Mr. Kerubino and Mr. 
Machar were among seven 
heads of dissident SPLA fac- 
tions who signed an accord 
with Khartoum in April last 
year. 


Sudan rebels claim 300 
soldiers dead in major battle 


CAIRO (AFP) — 1 Three hundred Sudanese soldiers were kilted 
Thursday in die largest battle in over a year between govern- 
ment forces and rebels foam die Sudan People's liberation 
Army (SPLA), a spokesman for Sudan's anted opposition 
groups said Friday. 

"In the biggest- battle in a year, the forces of the SPLA 


repulsed a major gove rnmental offensive, lolling 300 soldiers 
and wounding more than SCOT said an opposition leader; Abdul 
Rahman Sa id, in a statement here. 

Twelve gov ernm ent soldiers wets captured by the SPLA 
along wsh a T-55 tank and 1 1 troop tnmsjxsters in the battle in 
fee southern Bine Nile province, the statement said 

The SPLA has been lighting for 15 years to free the mainly 
Christen and amrrast south erf Sudan from domination by the 
Islamic, Arabised north, but has held inconclusive peace talks 
with' the current fundamentalist junta of President Omar Al 
Bashir wbo took. power in a 19S9 coup. 


“Colonel Garang said he 
was satisfied with the decision 
by Kerubino [to return] and 
called on Mr. Machar to rejoin 
the SPLA ranks." the 
spokesman said 
Mr. Machar had been the 
SPLA's number-two before a 


Ming out in the early 1990s. 
He is currently president of 
the Coordination Council for 
southern Sudan established to 
manage affairs in the region 
after the signing of last April's 
accords. 



ISRAELI PATROL IN CLASH AREA: Israeli soldiers with tracker dogs patrol the 
Israeli-Lebanese border in an area where two Israeli soldiers were killed and two 
others wounded when a bomb exploded late Wednesday. The Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah movement claimed responsibility for the attack (AFP photo) 


U.S. army chief says 
no desire for military 


bases in Yemen 


SANAA (AFP) — General 
Anthony Zanni, commander 
of U.S. forces in the Gulf; 
said Friday that the United 
States does not want to set up 
mili tary bases in Yemen, but 
that it is seeking to strength- 
en military cooperation. 

Gen. 7 ?nni, who has been 
in Yemen since Monday for 
talks on cooperation and 
dealing mines from the 1994 
civil war, said be bad not 
raised the possibility of mili- 
tary bases during bis discus- 
sions with Yemeni leaders. 

The U.S. commander also 
said that Washington’s top 
priority was security in the 
Red Sea. the Gulf of Aden 
and the Arabian Sea. 


Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh last week 
countered newspaper reports 
that the two countries woe 
on the veige of signing mili- 
tary accords, saying that 

Yemen categorically refuses 
to provide mHitaiy facilities 
to Washington. 

“It is strictly impossible 
that Yemen's territory, or the 
Yemeni isles, serve as bases 
or peat facilities for foreign 
countries,” Mr. Saleh said 

A U.S. warship made a 
port call in southern port city 
of Aden in early May. for 
only the second call in 
Yemen by the U.S. Navy 
since the country’s unifica- 
tion in 1990. 


Peres says nuclear proliferation 
demonstrates need for peace 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Pak- 
istan's nuclear tests high- 
light the risks of nuclear 
proliferation and make a 
revival of the peace process 
in the Middle East more 
urgent, former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
on Friday. 

Mr. Peres told Agence 
France Presse the risk of 
non-conventional war made 
the impasse in Arab-lsraeli 
peace negotiations since the 
election of his right-wing 
Israeli Prime 
Benyamin 
exactly two 
all the more 


successor. 

Minister 
Netanyahu, 
years ago 
deplorable. 

Mr. Peres, the architect of 
Israel’s own nuclear pro- 
gramme, said Pakistan’s 
official entry into the club of 
nuclear powers — the first 


Islamic stare to do so — did 
not represent "a direct 
threat" to Israel. 

Nevertheless, “this illus- 
trates how fragile the situa- 
tion is " he said, in an allu- 
sion to Iran. 

“It is urgent to make peace 
because time is not on 
Israel’s side," said the for- 
mer Labour leader. 

“Benyamin Netanyahu is 
making a grave mistake if he 
thinks that time is on Israel’s 
side. Meanwhile, more and 
more armies with non-con- 
ventional capabilities are 
being formed in the region. 
It is urgent that we make 
peace before we lose control 
of the situation." he said 

Mr. Peres blamed Mr. 
Netanyahu for refusing all 
compromise with the Pales- 
tinians, driving them to lose 


interest in the goal of peace. 

“Peace is becoming more 
and more difficult and more 
and more distasteful” for the 
Palestinians, he said. 

Mr. Peres is known as the 
father of Israel's nuclear 
programme which he 
launched in the 1950s with 
the help of the French when 
he was director general of 
Israel’s defence ministry. 

Israel has never officially 
confirmed that it has nuclear 
weapons but foreign experts 
estimate that the Jewish 
state has between 100 and 
200 warheads capable of 
being launched from ballis- 
tic missiles. 

Along with India and Pak- 
istan, Israel has never signed 
the nuclear weapons non- 
proliferation treaty. 


China gave Iran steel 
for missiles — report 


TEL AVIV (AP) — China has 
supplied Iran with about 1,000 
tonnes of high-quality steel 
apparently intended for 
Tehran’s ballistic missiles pro- 
gramme, an Israeli newspaper 
said Friday. 

The transaction was a key 
issue in talks between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Chinese leaders 
in Beijing this week, file daily 
Haaretz reported. 

Me Netanyahu said earlier 
this week that he received an 
“absolute commitment” from 
Chinese leaders that they are 
not providing Iran with nuclear 
weapons technology and will 
not do so in the future. 

The Chinese commitment 
covered biological, chemical 
and nuclear weapons as well as 
surfece-to-surface missiles, said 
an Israeli government official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Haaretz, citing U.S. sources, 
said the steel was apparently 
delivered in the last six weeks, 
but that American intelligence 
teamed about it only after it 
arrived. 

Mc Netanyahu’s diplomatic 
advisor, Uzi Arad, was in Wash- 


ington Friday for a meeting 
with Robert Gaflucd, the 
administration’s special repre- 
sentative on iKn*-proliferarion 
of nuclear weapons, Israel radio 
said. 

Mr Arad will brief Mr Gal- 
lucci on Mr Netanyahu's talks 
with the Chinese, the radio said 

In die wake of the nuclear 
tests carried out by Pakistan on 
Thursday, Israeli officials 
voiced concern Friday that Pak- 
istan might supply nuclear tech- 
nology to Iran. 

“There could be leakage of 
parts, materials, or things of that 
sort” to Tehran, Deputy 
Defence Minister Silvan 
Shalom told Israel army radio. 
“Obviously we fed that if 
nuclear weapons technologies 
fell into the hands of Iran or 
Iraq, the destabilisation and 
danger to the peace of the world 
will be very serious,” Mr 
Netanyahu’s senior adviser. 
David Bar-Elan, cold The Asso- 
ciated Press. 

An Israeli expert on India and 
Pakistan warned that UJS. eco- 
nomic sanctions against Pak- 
istan as a punishment for the 
nuclear tests could prove coun- 
terproductive. 


Iranian 
threatens self- 
immolation 


over 


espionage 

charges 


Brazilian woman goes on hunger strike to regain her children 


BEIRUT (AP) — A Brazilian 
woman fighting to recover her two 
children from her estranged 
Lebanese husband entered the ninth 
day of a hunger strike Friday. 

“I am very tired, but I will not 
stop until I have my children 
again,’' Vagna Bandeira. looking 
pale and feeble, said from her bed 
at the Brazilian Embassy in Beirut. 

The 35-year-old mother began a 
hunger strike on May 20 after con- 
tacts with Lebanese authorities 
failed to bring back her boys, 
Hamze, 4, and Bilal, 2, who are 
with their father in the east 
Lebanese town of Chtoura. 

Bandeira and her husband. Atef 
Abbas. 38. separated in April 1997 
in Brazil. The boys lived with their 
mother until June when Mr. Abbas 
brought them to Lebanon, the land 


of his parents. 

Mr. Abbas is now wanted in 
Brazil for kidnapping and for forg- 
ing his wife’s signature on a permit 
to take the children out of the coun- 
try. But Lebanon and Brazil have no 
extradition treaty. 

Ms. Bandeira came to Lebanon 
on May 9 and has visited her sons, 
in the presence of her husband. The 
visits made her all the more deter- 
mined to regain her children. 

Speaking of her hunger strike, she 
told the Associated Press (AP): “I 
have already tried all other means 
and failed. 1 found this to be the 
only way I can attract attention to 
my plight.” Ms. Bandeira drinks 
only water and refuses food. 

Brazilian Ambassador Brian 
Neele said Ms. Bandeira would not 
be allowed to die or fall ill as long 


as she was staying at the embassy. 
A physician examines her daily. 

Ms. Bandeira's Lebanese lawyer, 
provided by the embassy, has filed a 
suit against Mr. Abbas in a bid to 
get him put on trial in Lebanon on 
the forging and kidnapping charges. 

Dalila Figuaredo, a member of 
the Brazilian parliament who is 
accompanying Ms. Bandeira, is 
also pushing for such an agreement 
that would facilitate such a trial 
between the two countries. 

But she has had no response from 
the Lebanese authorities. 

“We are behind her [Bandeira] all 
the way and we will not abandon 
her." Mr. Neele said. “She does not 
want her children to have a man 
convicted of criminal acts as their 
father," he told AP. 

Mr. Abbas has denied any wrong- 


doing. 

“I don’t consider that I kidnapped 
my two sons,” he told the Daily Star 
newspaper on Thursday. 

Ms. Figuaredo said Friday she 
had prepared a bill to introduce in 
the Brazilian parliament granting 
Mr. Abbas immunity from prosecu- 
tion if he returns to Brazil with the 
boys. 

But Mr. Abbas told the Star he 
would not accept the offer as he 
fears arrest. 

Under Lebanese law, Mr. Abbas 
has the right to keep his children in 
his care until they are seven years 
old. 

Ms. Bandeira, however, will not 
concede that right. 

“1 would rather be dead than have 
my children think that I abandoned 
them," she said. 


PARIS (AFP) — An Iranian 
academic has threatened to 
immolate himself outride the 
UNESCO building next Fri- 
day unless Tehran guarantees 
him a fair trial for alleged spy- 
ing for France. 

Mohammad Hussein Papoh- 
Yazdi, 50, a geography profes- 
sor at the Feidowsi University 
at Mashhad, northern Iran, said 
in an interview with Agence 
France Presse be wanted a 
trial at a set date with an inde- 
pendent jury, a defence lawyer 
and compensation if be is 
declared innocent 

Mr. Papoli-Yazdi, an associ- 
ate member of France’s nation- 
al scientific research centre, is 
a cartographer whose atlas of 
Iran, produced with French 
colleague Bernard Hotucade, 
is to tw published next month. 

He said he had been interro- 
gated by ban’s intelligence ser- 
vices, which had only released 
him in May and allowed him 
to leave (he country after he 
had promised to cooperate 


with them and posted bail of 
$50,000, obtained by mortgag- 
ing his bouse. 

‘“From Tuesday I will begin a 
protest outside fire headquar- 
ters of UNESCO in Paris to 
attract attention on the situa- 
tion of academics and 
researchers in my country, and 
the lack of respect for the rule 
ofIaw”hesai& 

“If the Iranian government 
does not respond to my 
demands, I will immolate 
myself on Friday June 5 at 
9:30 ajn. French time." 

Mr. Papoli-Yazdi said that 10 
of his colleagues had been 
imprisoned and interrogated 
last year. He accused the intel- 
ligence services of conducting 
a campaign of forcing acade- 
mics to spy for Iran. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Court rules out mosque in central Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (AP) — After a long battle pitting Turkey’s secular 
and re ligio us camps, a court has ended a bid by Islamist groups 
to build a mosque in the centre of Istanbul a newspaper iqorted 
Friday. Islamist groups had pushed for the mosque in Thlsim, a 
square which symbolises the seedier side of Istanbul with hs 
cafes, gay bars and pcroograpbic movie theatres. A statue of 
Mustafe Kemal Ataturk — the founder of modem and secular 
Turkey — stands in the middle of the square. The Humyet news- 
paper said the court ruled that the foundation which had obtained 
ownership of the land from a stat&owned bank had foiled to build 
the mosque within a 10-year limit. Opposition from secular 
authorities had blocked construction. 


UNHCR ‘concerned’ over deportation threats 


GENEVA ( AFP) — The UN. High CcmnnsaraterforRefugees 
Friday voiced concern over reports that a group of Iraqi asylum 
seekers cm the Greek island of Karpatbos were being threatened 
wife deportation to Thricey. The UNHCR said information 
received by its office in Athens indicated some 50 Iraqis seeking 
asylum on foe southern Greek island dose to Turkey free expul- 
sion to Turkey. Two famili es have reportedly been sent back to 
Turkey despite the feet that their family members were registered 
as asylum-seekers in Greece and (hoe are reports other Iraqis 
have been rounded up and are awaiting expulsion, UNHCR 
spokesman Kris Janowski said “Ws strongly appeal to the Greek 
authorities to stop summary deportation of these people, some of 
whom may be fleeing persecution and be in need of protection." 
he said. The UNHCR stales feat asylum seders should not be 
returned roThriQey'rince.that country cannot be considered a safe 
haven “in view of continuing shortcomings in die asylum proce- 
dure there." • ,-. f , 


Uzbek president to visit Israel 


TASHKENT (AP) — Uzbek President Islam Karimov will visit 
Israel in the first half of Se^emba; foe foreign ministry of Uzbek- 
istan said Friday. Me Karimov accepted an invitation on Thurs- 
day from Israeli Prime Munster Benyamin Netanyahu who 
stopped in the Uzbek .capital, Tashkent, on his way home from an 
official visit to China. During his four-hour stopover; Ml 
Netanyahu had dinner wife Ml Karimov, fee Israeli ambassador 
to Tashkent and representatives of die 25,000 Jews who live in 
mostly Muslim Uzbekistan, the foreign ministry said Israeli tele- 
vision said Mr. Netanyahu impressed on Uzbek officials the seri- 
ous risk of ban emerging as a nuclear power following myte ar 
tests fins month in India and Pakistan. 


13 Iranian drug traffickers killed 


TEHRAN (AFP) — At least 13 drug traffickers were killed and 
several others injured during a major crackdown by 

Iranian security agems in south-eastern Iran, the Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency IRNA reported on Friday Jeihan Ah Zdri, also 
known as Gbolam Siah or Gfaolam fee Black and one of 

file country's top internat ional chug smugglers, was among the 
dead, said security services chief for Sistau-Balucfaestan province 
Abbas Momen AbadL Gholam Siah has been sought over the 
killing last year of the southeastern province's p o li ce commander 
General Haj Karam, he added At least 12 members of bis gang, 
axused of smuggling around 200 tonnes of drugs into Iran, were 
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also killed chiring the crackdown near Hot, a m m infam ous region 
in the southeastern province of Kerman, IRNA sa k) 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 .. Cartoon — Jonny Quest 

15:30 IWiinnaBe 

16:00 ....-Drama — Neighbours 

16 JO Doc. — Ocean Wild 

17:00 French Programme — 
“Taut Pas Rever” 

18:00 Acapulco Bay 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


19:00 - Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Lo’euf de Colomb 

19*30 .News headlines 

19:35 Quiz Show — You Bet 
Your Life 

20:00 Cinema, Cinema 

20:30 ^..Jrism 

21:10 Drama— Sirens 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30 Feature film — "Double 
Cross" 

23:59 Comedy — Are You 
Being Served? 

00-jo .End of XX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


03:54 Fajr 

05:37... .. (Sunrise; Duha 

12:33 - -Dhuhr 

16:14 ‘Asr • 

19:39 Maghreb 


21:12. Tsha 


CHURCHES 


St, Mary erf Nazareth Grnrch 
SweffiefoTeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 


*4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

St Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiehTeL 5920146 
The Uniale Catholic Church 
TfeL 4624757 

The Engfish- Language 

CalhoBc Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TfeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Chen* TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by rhe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will 
prevail during the day becom- 
ing cool at night with tempera- 
tures slightly lower than aver- 
age, clouds appearing at differ- 
ent altitudes, and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate to active, and seas 
calm. 


De Jamal Jbarah 5347351 

Dc Abbas Al Hakim . -..885446 

FIras pharmacy — 5661912 

Al Asetna pharmacy. ...4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy >.4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 
Najib pharmacy . — 153477632 
IRBID: 

De Mazen Abu Bakir .-276S52 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HflalAlSayyid ......986702 

Khalifefa pharmacy — 985417 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 773 i 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Elecmcity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power Co... ....4636381 
RJ Flight InformnootL.44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Aiipoit ..44-53200 




23:25 Aqaba (Marta Airport) iRW) 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


ARRIVALS 


DEPARTURES 


Govt Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


Mia/Max. temp. 


Amman .. .. 

Aqaba 

..... 14/27 
,...2(V34 

Deserts 

10/32 

Jordan Valiev 

19/34 


emergencies 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26 Aqaba 33 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 40 percent, 
Aqaba 29 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc AdnanAIAshhab -5602507 
Dc Ayroan Al Muhtaseb .„87574$ 


Food Control Centre.. ...46371 1 1 
QvilDefai«Dq)artmeni_5661 1 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — .4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigency...„I 99 
Rescue Fbfce 192. 4621 1 1 1,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank — 775121 

Highway Police. ......5343402 

Traffic Police. _....896390 

Public Security Dept-.. 4630321 
Hotel Complaini5.........'5605S00 

Price Complaints 5661 1 76 

\Vte&Se«rageCbn^tiiras 897467 
A mman Municipality Com- 
plaints — 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) —121 


AMMAN: 

The ,*otib Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 
The Islamic. Abdli _56G6l31/7 
Hussdn Medical Centre 
5856856 
Luzmila 4630195 


Zarqa 

.(09)983323 

National Hospital 
(09 1900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

(05)775555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
_.(02)27 r5 75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08:30 Damascus (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
06:45. .Beirut (RJ) 


09 JO .Aqaba, l add") (RJ; 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:25 - Beirut (RJ) 


10 JO -Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ; 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

15:55 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:05 - - — 

17:30 


..Cairo (RJ) 


London (RJ) 

23:30 ....... .Beriin. Frankfurt (RJ) 

05:45 - —Bangkok (RJ) 


07:00 _Aqaba (add) (RJj 

11:45 Beriin, Frankfort (RJ) 
12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
12:20 Amsterdam, Brussels (RJ) 
12 JO -Amsterdam, New York (RD 
13:00 ..—...Geneva, London (RJ) 

13:00 - -P aris (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RD 


TeL 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya 
(03)314111 


Hospital 


Khalidi Maternity 464428 1/6 

Alrileh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas.J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ....5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 6664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. .775111/26 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Army,Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240^50 
Amal Hospital ...5674155 


This inform 

ation is supplied by Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ) information departmental 
the Queen Alia International Air- 
port TeL (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. Infor- 
mation on Other flights is drained 
on telephone (44) 52700 or (44) 
52325a 


Other Flights 

06 KB London, Damascus (BA) 
14:10 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

15:05 —.Vienna (OS) 

10:00 Dubai, Muscat (EK) 

19:00 — Pans ( A jp, 

-JRfankfurtfLH) 

S® - Cairo (MS) 

23 - 40 - Amsterdam (KL) 

r 3140 - -Beirut (ME) 

01HB London, Damascus (BA) 

££ —Belgrade (JU) 

03:00 -Rome (AZi 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaba ( arriving at QAIA 
^P rocee ding to Maria Airport) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport) 


13-JO AmsterdmDettOT(al(D(W) 

14:00 London (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh, Diatom (RD 

21-JO Jedd*#)) 


21:20 Bombay 

22:00 ~.Abu Dhabi. 


Other Flights 
07:00 



07:35 .Damascus. 
154)0 Abu Dhabi, 
15:50 
19:00 


00:40 ^Beirut, 

13:10 

04.-00 


Rqyal Wings (]RW) 
08:00 Aqaba (from 
port) (RW) 

0^30 Aqaba (from 
port) 

21*30 Aqaba (from 
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Princess Sarvath attends 
graduation ceremony 

AMMAN I J.T.) — HRH Princess Sarvath on Thursday 
handed 100 high school students from the Amman Bac- 
calaureate School their graduation certificates in a cere- 
mony also attended by HRH Princess Alia A1 Faisal. 

In an address at the ceremony. Princess Sarvath told the 
graduates that they have entered a new phase of their 
lives as adult members of society and are free to choose 
their own careers. 

■‘Now the time has come to ‘let you go’. You are going 
into new conditions of work and leisure. New perspec- 
tives will open up before you and, at the same time, you 
will have to make various kinds of choices. 

“Until now these decisions have been made largely 
with guidance from your parents and school. You have 
accepted the guiding hand that was offered to you and did 
your best ro follow the paths that until now- have been laid 
down for you. From now on. however, your share of that 
responsibility will be much greater and you will have to 
make decisions continuously about how you can achieve 
the goals you will be setting for yourselves." the Princess 
told the graduates at the ceremony, which was attended 
by their parents. 

"You will enjoy greater freedom and will face greater 
temptations. Rules and regulations which defined the 
limits of what was acceptable behaviour in the school 
will no longer exist. You will have to decide for your- 
selves rhe code of conduct which you will cry to follow." 


UNRWA meeting ends with $12 million in donations for 1998 

Agency still needs $9 million to cover basic needs — Hansen 


By Ghalia AIul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Representa- 
tives of 28 major donor 
nations announced contribu- 
tions totalling approximate- 
ly $12 million to the cash- 
strapped United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), partly covering 
its core deficit of $21 mil- 
lion. UNRWA Commission- 
er General, Peter Hansen 
said Thursday. 

However. Mr. Hansen, 
speaking after an informal 
meeting of UNRWA's major 
donors and host authorities, 
said the agency’s expected 
income will stil 1 fall $65 
million short of the 1998 
budget of $3 14 million. 

He added that for 
UNRWA to meet the basic 
needs of its core pro- 
grammes in 1998. it needs 


$9 million to be able to 
retain last year’s level of ser- 
vices. 

In 1997. UNRWA 
received a total of 1 about 
$260 million out of a $312 
million budget. 

“Since 1992. UNRWA’s 
budget has not grown with 
the population... the agency 
is running far short in contri- 
butions in relation to its bud- 
get." said Mr. Hansen. 

“We should appeal to the 
donors saying that the glass 
is half empty... let us have it 
filled up early and rapidly 
that we will not be forced to 
make any reductions in ser- 
vices," Mr. Hansen said. 

The lack of adequate fund- 
ing from major donor coun- 
tries during the past few 
years has forced UNRWA to 
adopt some austerity mea- 
sures and cost reductions, 
including freezing appoint- 


Pioneers of country’s industry to 
be honoured in ceremony today 


AMMAN (J.T. » — The 
Amman Chamber of Indus - 
try (AC1) today will hold a 
special ceremony under the 
patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein to honour the 
pioneers of Jordanian 
industry. 

At die ceremony, the 
King will distribute shields 
and certificates of merit to a 
group of Jordanians who 
started the first industries in 


Jordan and contributed to 
che country’s economic 
development. 

An ACI statement issued 
on the eve of the event 
expressed appreciation of 
the King’s patronage of the 
industrial sector and deter- 
mination to work for the 
continuous transfer of mod- 
em technology to the King- 
dom to enable it to meet the 
requirements and chal- 


lenges of the coming centu- 

ry- 

The 99-member group to 
be honoured by the King 
includes those who were 
responsible for the estab- 
lishment of the first five 
major industries, former 
ACI heads, the chamber’s 
founding members and for- 
mer and current directors, 
according to the statement. 

It quoted ACI President 


Delegation leaves today for 
parliamentary meeting in Italy 


• AMMAN* (’Petra) * — A def" 1 
( egurion win leave today for 
•the city of Palermo in Italy 
to take part in a two-day 
meeting of parliamentari- 
ans from Europe and the 
countries of the Mediter- 
ranean. 

The meeting, which 
begins Sunday, will tackle 
topics connected with 
cooperation in social and 
cultural fields. human 
rights, trade and the move- 
ment of immigrants, in 
addition to economic 
reform programmes and the 
role of parliaments in these 
developments. 

Sa’d Hayel Srour. speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament and head of the 


> four-member ‘parliamentary 
delegation, said the meeting 
will enhance -eommoD 
European-Mediterranean 
concepts in economic, 
political and social fields. 

He highlighted the posi- 
tive role that Europe is 
playing in conjunction with 
Arab states in promoting 
peace and stability' in the 
Mediterranean region and 
European assistance to the 
developing nations in the 
area. 

Mr. Srour said the delega- 
tion will submit two work- 
ing papers on Jordan's con- 
cept of continued Euro- 
pean-Mediterranean coop- 
eration in cultural, social 
and economic domains and 


on promoting respect for 
human rights, T^e papers 
.will also, -outline.. lordan.s 
legislation concerning 
investment, access to world 
markets and prospects for 
wider scopes of coopera- 
tion. he said. 

Mr. Srour said the delega- 
tion will also submit reports 
on the Kingdom's continu- 
ing efforts toward compre- 
hensive peace, its drive to 
make the Middle East free 
of mass destruction 
weapons and its views on 
the sustainable develop- 
ment that can be attained 
through continued coopera- 
tion between the participat- 
ing countries on both sides 
of the Mediterranean Sea. 


Accident leaves 3 dead, 2 injured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
brothers were killed and a 
fourth was seriously injured 
in a road accident Thursday 
at the Hawieh junction on 
the Muta-Karak road in 
southern Jordan. 

A report in the local press 
Friday said the accident 


involved a collision 
between a small car in 
which the four brothers 
were riding and a mini-bus 
driven by Ahmad Dmour. 
2S. who was also injured in 
rhe accident. 

The surviving brother was 
identified as Taha Suleiman 


Saraireh, 15. No other 
details were available. 

The injured and the bod- 
ies of the deceased were all 
carried to Karak govern- 
ment hospital. The local 
police were conducting an 
investigation. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Hava to attend 
anti-smoking seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Princess Haya 
will attend a seminar Sunday on combat- 
ing smoking. The seminar will focus on 
activating legislation to combat smoking. 

Majali commends public 
security personnel 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali on Friday sent a mes- 


sage to public security personnel com- 
mending them for their efforts in solving 
the Rabia and Shmeisani crimes. 

Majali receives meesage from 
Syrian PM 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali on Friday received a 
message of congratulations from his Syri- 
an counterpart Mahmoud Zu’bi on the 
52nd anniversary of Jordan’s indepen- 
dence. 


•in nit 


THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE 

* Theatrical performance “Federico Garciti Lorca y 
Andalucia" at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Recital of Federico Garcia Lorca’s poems tin Ara- 
bic) by Habes Hussein at Instituto Cervantes. Jabal 
amman on Sunday. May 31, at 5:00 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “Graphic — Oil on Paper” exhibition by Guidcr 
Triki at Darat AI Funun, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 
4643251/2), until June 26. 

* Works by Christian de Portzamporc at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan, until June 4. 


KhaJdoun Abu Hassan as 
saying that the ceremony 
will serve as an incentive 
for all those involved in 
industrial production in Jor- 
dan. He added that Jordan's 
industrial sector, which is 
responsible for nearly 90 
per cent of the country’s 
overall exports and 
employs 150.000 workers, 
is determined to help attract 
more investment. 

Memorandum 
issued on 
media 

coverage ol - 

S I VrilW VIM st<1 

judicial 

matters 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Press and 
Publications Department 
(PPD) this week circulated a 
memorandum from Attorney 
General Fouad Sweidan 
reminding newspapers that 
the publication of “news, 
information or criticism that 
might influence judges or 
witnesses is illegal." 

The attorney general said 
newspapers were also pub- 
lishing court verdicts before 
they become final. 

According to the memoran- 
dum, Article 224 of the Penal 
Code stipulates that ‘‘anyone 
who publishes news, infor- 
mation, or criticism that 
could affect any judge or any 
witness, or encourages any 
individual to withhold infor- 
mation. will be punished by 
imprisonment not exceeding 
three months or a fine not 
exceeding JD50. 

Article 11 of the Court’s 
Sanctity Law stipulates that 
"anyone who publishes any 
material that could affect the 
judges who are assigned to 
look into any case will be 
penalised by imprisonment 
not exceeding six months or a 
fine not exceeding JD50." 

In his memorandum, Mr. 
Sweidan asked the PPD to 
remind newspapers not to 
publish such articles in the 
future. "Otherwise, the news- 
paper and its editor and 
reporter will be subject to 
legal prosecution," he wrote. 


ments of teachers, charging 
refugee students school fees, 
and cancelling hospitalisa- 
tion programmes. 

“We have undergone such 
cost cutting as concentrating 
on reducing the internation- 
al staff of UNRWA by 24 
per cent last year. People 
who were hired on a tempo- 
rary basis have also seen 
their contracts expire” Mr. 
Hansen said. 

He added that should addi- 
tional resources be made 
available to UNRWA, the 
agency would consider rein- 
stating some of the services 
it provides for Palestinian 
refugees, such as cash emer- 
gency assistance, shelter 
rehabilitation and university 
scholarships. 

“1 have told the donors 
that 1 do not want to begin 
discussing austeri'.y ‘ mea- 
sures before I’m completely 


sure that we don’t have the 
money. Why shou Id we 
increase the fear and uncer- 
tainty among the , refugee 
community and UNRWA 
employees?" the commis- 
sioner general added. 

At Thursday’s meeting, 
the U.S. donated $7 million 
to UNRWA, bringing its 
contribution to a record level 
of S77 million. 

The United Kingdom 
announced a contribution of 
SI.6 million, bringing its 
contribution in 1998 to 
$14.9 million. The U.K. has 
also offered the agency tech- 
nical assistance in various 
areas. 

An additional amount of 
about S 1 .5 million was 
donated by Denmark, 
increasing its 1998 contribu- 
tion to SS million. Sweden 
announced a contribution of 
SI. 3 million, bringing its 


contribution in 1998 to 
about SI 8.6 million. Spain 
donated an additional 
$700,000 increasing its con- 
tribution in 1998 to $3.2 
million. 

A 30 per cent increase in 
funding to $175,000 was 
announced by Luxembourg, 
which said this contribution 
would be further increased 
in 1999. Turkey contributed 
S80.Q0Q and ' Switzerland 
announced that its allocation 
for the General Fund in 
1 998 had been increased by 
10 per cent 

Canada announced a con- 
tribution of $260,000 to pro- 
jects in Lebanon and a fur- 
ther $394,000 for the 
LINRWA headquarters move 
from Vienna. France 
announced that it would 
contribute rice to the 
agency’s food aid pro- 
gramme. 


According to an UNRWA 
statement, several other 
donors used the occasion to 
reaffirm their 1998 pledges 
to UNRWA’s budget. 

Mr. Hansen told reporters 
that U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, struck by the 
seriousness of the situation 
of Palestinian refugees when 
he visited Jordan two 
months ago. has written to a 
number of heads of state 
asking them to increase their 
contributions to UNRWA. 

UNRWA was set up after 
the war that led to Israel’s 
creation in 1948 to offer 
educational, health and 
social services to some 3.4 
million registered Palestin- 
ian refugees in Jordan. 
Lebanon, Syria, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Jordan alone is home to 
over 1.2 million U.N.-regis- 
tered refugees. 


Court acquits weekly newspaper, 
editors of slandering former deputy 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a landmark 
decision, a court this week 
acquitted the satirical week- 
ly Abed Rabbo and two of 
its editors of the charge of 
slandering a former Islamist 
deputy by describing him as 
a “hypocrite." 

In the case of Deputy 
Ibrahim Zeid Kilarti versus 
Abed Rabbo. First Instance 
Court Judge Tawfiq Queisi 
ruled that the newspaper 
was criticising Dr. Kilani in 
his capacity as a public fig- 
ure and not as a private per- 
son. 

“It is the contention of 
this court that . when, the 


newspaper accused the 
plaintiff of being a hyp- 
ocrite. it was referring to his 
public performance and not 
his private personality." 
Judge Queisi wrote in his 
verdict. 

Judge Queisi said the con- 
stitution and press law 
grants the press and journal- 
ists the freedom of present- 
ing news, information and 
commentary and the free- 
dom of expression to every 
Jordanian through the spo- 
ken and printed word, draw- 
ing. and photography. 

Yousef Gheishan. 41. then 
editor-in-chief of the news- 
paper, and Omar Nadi, 34. 
then responsible editor, 
were- -ordered detained! /by 


the Amman prosecutor after 
a complaint was filed by 
then Deputy Kilani. 

They were both charged 
with slander and tarnishing 
Dr. Kilani's image and dig- 
nity. 

They were detained fol- 
lowing the publication of a 
caricature in a June 1996 
edition which depicted 
Deputy Kilani as a “hyp- 
ocrite." 

During questioning by the 
prosecution, Mr. Nadi 
claimed that he was on sick 
leave when the caricature 
was published, while Mr. 
Gheishan claimed he was 
not the editor-in-chief dur- 
ing the same period. 

Judge Queisi added in his 


verdict: “Criticising a pub- 
lic employee or parliamen- 
tarian is not considered 
slander if it was done with a 
good intention" 

“It is clear that when the 
newspaper accused Deputy 
Kilani of being a hypocrite, 
it was criticising his general 
performance or a certain 
instance of general political 
hypocrisy and not personal 
hypocrisy, which proves 
that the newspaper had 
good intentions and did not 
intend to slander him," 
Judge Queisi said. 

“This is a victory' for both 
the press and the judiciary." 
Mr. Gheishan. now a 
columnist at Al Arab AI 
Xawm..said<. . 


Police to investigate allegations of ' 
mistreatment at rehabilitation centre 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Stiff Reporter 

AMMAN — Authorities 
today will question several 
employees at a rehabilitation 
centre over their alleged mis- 
treatment of a 55-year-old 
physically disabled woman, 
according to an official 
source. 


The source, who asked not 
to be identified, told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday that the 
woman. A.M., who has been 
created for the past two years 
at the rehabilitation centre, 
was subjected to beating and 
chemical bums. 

“Preliminary examination 
of the woman indicated that 
she had suffered from traces 


of bearing and bums by a 
chemical liquid, chlorine," 
the source said. 

The source added that the 
woman claimed that employ- 
ees at the centre mixed chlo- 
rine with water when they 
bathed her. “but she was not 
sure that their intention was 
to bum her.’’ 

According to the source. 


the woman visited her family 
once every month. 

In her last visit, the source 
maintained, her family 
noticed the marks on her 
body and informed the 
authorities. 

The source said that at least 
five employees from the cen- 
tre wifi be subpoenaed by 
police for questioning. 


Conservation society urges increased 
public awareness on environmental threats 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN) held 
a one-day media workshop 
Thursday to review the 
threats to the Kingdom’s 
environment and emphasise 
the media’s role in helping 
to deal with environmental 
challenges. 

Chris Johnson, RSCN 
director of conservation, 
said that one of the threats is 
the lack of public awareness 
on the issue. 

“Many people in Jordan 
do not know what has been 
destroyed in the country's 
environment" he told a 
group of journalists at the 
workshop. 

According to RSCN sta- 


tistics. at least seven large 
mammal, one bird and ten 
plant species have become 
extinct in Jordan, including 
the Arabian leopard, the 
Syrian brown bear and the 
blue-necked ostrich. Of the 
150 species of coral in the 
Aqaba reef, not less than 30 
per cent have disappeared; 
while only one of the seven 
wetlands in Jordan of inter- 
national importance enjoys 
legal protection. 

‘The RSCN is very con- 
cerned in making people 
take action regarding these 
issues,” Mr. Johnson said, 
adding that otherwise the 
quality of life would be 
affected. 

He remarked that nature is 
the “basis of Jordan’s econ- 
omy because it has created 
the natural splendour of the 


great tourist hot-spots of 
Petra. Wadi Rum. the Dead 
Sea, and other beautiful 
places that are not yet pro- 
moted.” 

Yahia Khalid, RSCN head 
of reserves, reviewed the 
society's history and objec- 
tives, stressing' that- the nat- 
ural • reserves were estab- 
lished to protect the envi- 
ronment and create a system 
of sustainable development 
that aims at striking a bal- 
ance between “helping 
nature and helping people.’’ 

The RSCN is responsible 
for six major nature 
reserves covering over 
1.000 square kilometres and 
has plans to establish seven 
more. 

Mohammad Abdul Fattah, 
head of the RSCN’s 
research and survey section, 


presented a recent report 
prepared by the society on 
Jordan’s environmental sit- 
uation which will be pub- 
lished and distributed to a 
number of decision-makers 
in the country in order to 
encourage them to take 
advanced steps regarding 
the situation. 

This was followed by a 
discussion session with the 
media about their role in 
'raising- public awareness 
- and promoting integrated 
conservation and sustain- 
able development in order 
to face environmental 
threats. 

The workshop was held to 
prepare for a seven-month 
media campaign that will be 
launched next Sunday under 
the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. - 


Art collector honoured for returning rare Nabataean bowls 


By Hind -Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On behalf of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Akel Bil- 
taji honoured American architect 
Francesco D’Anna with a ministry 
plaque for returning two authentic 
Nabataean bowls on Thursday. 

Mr. D'Anna had bought the 
bowls in 1960 when he was visiting 
Petra with some of his friends. 
“Collecting works of art and pot- 
tery are a passion of mine," the 85- 
year-old architect told the Jordan 
Times. 

Not knowing at the time that 
what he had purchased were two 


authentic Nabataean bowls. Mr. 
D’Anna took them to Lebanon, 
where he had been working. There, 
his archaeologist friend Lancaster 
Harding, author of "The Antiqui- 
ties of Jordan," saw the pieces. 

“T didn’t want him to laugh at me 
for buying these imitations, but I 
just told him that they looked so 
original that l had to buy them.” 
Mr. D’Anna recalled with a laugh. 
Shaking his head of thick white 
hair, he remembered how he was 
amazed when his friend confirmed 
the authenticity of the Nabataean 
bowls. 

Since then. Mr. D’ Anna’s dream 
was to return the Nabataean bowls 
to Petra and donate them to a 


museum there. “But there was no 
museum in Petra at the time, so I 
kept them.” 

A museum offered to buy the 
bowls and Mr. D'Anna estimated 
that they were worth around 
$15,000. “But 1 felt that the years 
were creeping up on me and decid- 
ed that I had to return the pieces to 
Petra,” he said. 

Mr. D’Anna resides in Italy and 
recently had the chance to meet 
with Mr. Biltaji there. Upon mak- 
ing it known that he wanted to 
return the bowls to Petra, Mr. 
D’Anna was invited by the' minister 
to come to Jordan and return the 
bowls in person. 

At the handing over ceremony. 


Mr. Biltaji commended Mr. D’ An- 
na for his initiative and described it 
as a lesson to be learnt from. He 
- also pointed out the importance of 
protecting national artefacts and 
fighting; against the act of trading 
in them, which he described as an 
offence to the nation. 

Ghazi Bisheh, director of the 
Department of Antiquities, said the 
two Nabataean bowls dace to 100 
B.C. and are vexy valuable and 
rare. 

This event coincides with a 
national campaign led by the Min- 
istry of Tourism and the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities for the protec- 
tion, maintenance and return of 
Jordanian artefacts. 
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East Timor’s Bishop Belo join 


chorus for release of Gusmao 


DILI. East Timor (AFP) — 
Nobel laureate Bishop 
Carlos Ximenes Felipe 
Belo Friday joined the cho- 
rus demanding the release 
of all political prisoners in 
Indonesia, including East 
Timorese rebel leader 
Xanana Gusmao. 

“The freeing of Xanana 
(Gusmao) will be a positive 
thing that would be able to 
help settle the (East Timor) 
problem in the sense that it 
can open a dialogue chan- 
nel between the govern- 
ment and the people of Easr 
Timor.” Bishop Belo told 
AFP. 

The bishop, who shared 
the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize 
with exiled Easr Timorese 
pro- independence activist 
lose Ramos Horta. called 
on the Indonesian govern- 
ment to release Mr. 
Gusmao as pan of 


pledge for political 
reforms. 

“The political prisoners 
are the results of the old 
regime and now that the 
regime has changed, how 
come the political prisoners 
remains in detention.” Mr. 
Belo said. 

“If all political prisoners, 
along with Xanana 
(Gusmao). are released, 
now that would really be a 
comprehensive reform,” he 
added. 

Mr. Gusmao. who was 
the leader of the armed 
wing of the East Timor pro- 
independence movement 
when be was arrested in 
1992. is currently serving a 
20 year jail term at 
Jakarta's Cipinang jail. 

Calls ,for Mr. Gusmao’s 
release have come from 


us 


various governments, 
including Canada and 


Portugal, as well as from 
several .members of the 
U.S. Congress. 

Bishop Belo’s co-Nobel 
laureate Ramos Horta has 
also made a similar call. 

The new Indonesian gov- 
ernment of President B.J. 
Habibie has pledged com- 
prehensive political 

reforms, including the free- 
ing of political prisoners. 

Jakarta has so far released 
four prominent political 
prisoners and abolished 
charges of disrupting order 
that" had been levelled 
against three women 
activists who had held a 
street rally to protest soar- 
ing milk prices. 

Officials have said that 
more releases were being 
considered but that they 
would not include former 
members of the outlawed 
Communist Party, those 


who had engaged in crimi- 
nal actions and those who 
had attempted to under- 
mine the state ideology and 
constitution. 

Foreign Minister Ali 
Alatas has said that Mr. 
Gusmao fell under the 
exceptions as he was con- 
victed of plotting against 
the state and possession of 
illegal weapons. 

Indonesia invaded East 
Timor in 1975 and unilater- 
ally declared the former 
Portuguese colony its 
newest province the fol- 
lowing year but the United 
Nations and most states 
still view Lisbon as the 
official administrator there. 

The East Timorese pro- 
independence movement 
has since 1975 provided 
armed opposition against 
the Indonesian presence in 
the territory. 


NATO troops 
detain Serb death 


camp commander 


Tensions rise in 
China ahead of 
June 4 anniversary 
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Picture unveiled by NASA in Washington, showing anim ation of a new probe of planet Mars, produced with the 
help of the Mars Orbiter Laser Altimeter (MOLA). According to NASA, this mapping will produce the most 
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Evidence of abundant water, thermal activity on Mars 
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THE HAGUE (R) — 
NATO-led troops detained 
a former commander of 
Bosnia’s Serb-run Omarska 
death camp Thursday. 

A court spokeswoman 
said Molijica Kos. wanted 
by the U.N. tribunal in The 
Hague on war crimes 
charges. arrived at 
Scheveningen detention 
centre near The Hague later 
Thursday. There were no 
details of the circumstances 
of his arrest. 

NATO . Secretary General 
Javier Solana said the latest 
arrest, by the peacekeeping 
troops in Bosnia demon- 
strated a determination to 
bring war criminals to jus- 
tice and should serve as a 
warning to others, includ- 
ing former Bosnian Serb 
President Radovan 

Karadzic. 

“Once again I cal! on 
them to surrender immedi- 
ately to the international 
criminal tribunal for former 
Yugoslavia." he said. 

According to the 
Omarska indictment, issued 
by the tribunal in February 
1995, Mr. Kos was a shift 
commander at the 
makeshift camp, near the 
town of Prijedor in north- 
western Bosnia. 

Scores of Bosnian Croats 
and Muslims from the 
Prijedor district were beat- 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — The 
Cambodian government 
Friday rejected for a third time 
a proposed opposition team to 


co-Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh were to negotiate 
the reintegration of royalist 
forces into the government 
army. 

A truce and reintegration 
must be in place before the 
July 26 election so the prince 
can legally stand as a candi- 
date. 

The composition of the five- 
strong resistance team was 
rejected because its members 
were listed with ranks awarded 
to them by the prince after his 
violent ouster last year, said 
Colonel Seng Khan* 
Chandarong- director of the 
defence ministry infonnation 
department, 

“■We welcome them with 
their old positions and ranks," 
he said, "But their new por- 
tions given by the extremists in 
0 Smach are unacceptable." 

O Smach, a village on the 
Thai 'Cambodian bonder, is the 
headquarters of the prince’s 
resistance troops and their 
commander Nhiek Bun Chhay, 
a former deputy chief of staff 


en. tortured, sexually 
assaulted and killed 
between May and August 
1992, prosecutors say. 

As shift commander. Mr. 
Kos had responsibility for 
the acts and omissions of 
the guards in his command, 
they argue. Mr. Kos is 
specifically charged with 
crimes against humanity, 
breaches of the Geneva 
convention and violations 
of the customs of war. 

“During the operation of 
Omarska camp, m; $$mp ;r 
guards and others who 
were. subordina|er a j to;;..-., 
Milojica Kos... regularly' I 
and openly killed, raped, 
tortured, beat and otherwise 
subjected prisoners to con- 
ditions of constant humilia- 
tion. degradation, fear and 
death," the indictment says. 

No date has been set for 
Mr. Kos to make his initial 
appearance before judges at 
the tribunal. 

He is one of 19 originally 
accused under the Omarska 
indictment. Chief prosecu- 
tor Louise Arbour dropped 
charges against 11 of the 
men. mostly of junior rank, 
this month. 

Mr. Kos will join 26 oth- 
ers in custody in 
Scheveningen jail. Three 
are currently being 
detained on the same 
indictment. 


in the government army. 

Seng Kham Chandarong 
said the list was also unaccept- 
able because it had been signed 


“We really want this prob- 
lem to be solved but they have 
to understand that the team 
must be military officers, not 
civilians." be said. 

General Khan Savoeun, who 
was originally named by the 
prince, withdrew from the 
team after the first attempt at a 
meeting broke down this 
month. The government then 
objected to the inclusion of 
another civilian. 

The truce and reintegration 
could break a Japanese-spon- 
sored peace plan aimed at end- 
ing hostilities and allowing 
Prince Ranariddh to participate 
in the election. 

Under that plan, the prince, 
who was violently ousted last 
July, was granted a pardon for 
two criminal convictions 
against him, clearing the way 
for his participation in polls. 

However, several royalist 
commanders, including Nhiek 
Bun Chhay. who were convict- 
ed with him, have not received 
pardons and have vowed to 
continue their straggle until 
their situation is resolved. 


BEUING (AFP) — 
China's police and dissi- 
dent community braced 
Friday for the ninth 
anniversary of the 
Tiananmen Square crack- 
down with a series of 
arrests in eastern China and 
a call for justice from fam- 
ilies of those killed. 

Twenty-eight families of 
demonstrators killed by 
troops, including outspo- 
ken philosophy Professor 
Ding Zilin, sent an open 
letter to China's leadership 
caflihg for a reassessment 
of the demonstration, 
which was labelled- 1 a 
“counter-revolutionary 
rebellion” by Beijing 
authorities. “We called for 
an investigation into the 
1989 crackdown in order to 
determine who was respon- 
sible for the murders.” Ms. 
Ding told APT 3 . 

“We also said that Chen 
Xitong (the disgraced party 
secretary of Beijing) had an 
inescapable responsibility 
for the crackdown because 
he gave a false report about 
the seriousness of the situa- 
tion.” she added. 

China has never revealed 
how many people died 
when armed troops flooded 
into Beijing on the night of 
June 3 to clear thousands of 
pro-democracy protesters 
from Tiananmen Square. 

Mr. Chen, who is now 
facing serious charges of 
corruption, gave a report to 
the politburo ahead of the 
crackdown which warned 
that the demonstrations 
were “anti-party and an ti- 
the socialist political strug- 
gle" and urged immediate 
action to clear the square. 

In the eastern port city of 
Qingdao, activists linked to 
the 1989 probe were the 
focus of an investigation by 
local police into “counter- 
revolutionary” activities. 

Chen Zengxiang, Li 
Xielin and Yan Peng have 
been detained, while a total 
of seven activists have 
been questioned more than 
30 times, said fellow 
activist Jiang Fuzhen. 

“The most serious deten- 
tion was that of Chen 
Zengxiang on May 23.” 
said Mr. Jiang, who runs a 
private boob; tall in the 
city. “Chen went on busi- 
ness to Russia and Hong 
Kong at the start of the year 
and when he was in Hong 
Kong he met with Wang 
Bingzhang,” he added. 

Mr. Wang, an exiled dis- 


BEUTNG (AFP) — At least 
273 people have died in a 
series of severe floods across 
China, the latest Civil Affairs 
Ministry toll said Friday. 

Early rains in south and cen- 
tral China and flash floods in 
the northwest created havoc 
over recent days, leaving 273 
dead, some 20,000 people 
injured and 230,000 houses 
destroyed, according to the 


sident based in the United 
States, slipped into China 
at the start of the year in a 
bid to set up the Chinese 
Democratic Justice Party 
on the mainland. 

“When Chen came back 
to Qingdao, he was fol- 
lowed everywhere and he 
was scared so he went to 
stay at Li Xielin’s house,” 
Mr. Jiang said. 

In a further sign of tight- 
ened security before the 
June 4 anniversary, veteran 
dissidents Qin Yongmin. 
from the central city of 
Wuhan, and Wang. 
Hongxue, from the eastern 
province of Anhui, had 
their identity cards confis- 
cated and were told to stay 
at home. 

In the southern boom city 
of Shenzhen, activist Miao 
Xike, who staged a protest 
in Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square during the annual 
parliament session, was put 
under virtual house arrest 
on May 26 and warned not 
to leave his house until 
after the anniversary. 

In Shanghai, two activists 
who planned to hold a 
commemoration for 

demonstrators killed in 
1989 were detained by 
police on May 17. 

Meanwhile, the president 
of New York's Columbia 
University George Rupp 
has added his voice to calls 
for the release of impris- 
oned Chinese journalist 
Gao Yu, the Committee to 
Protect Journalists said 
Friday. 

In a letter to Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin. Mr. 
Rupp called for Ms. Gao’s 
immediate release on 
humanitarian grounds. 
“Our urgent appeal is 
prompted by her deteriorat- 
ing health, which requires 
medical treatment denied 
to her in China,” he said. 

The Hong Kong media 
reported in early May that 
Ms. Gao, 54, was likely to 
be released before the 
arrival of U.S. President 
Bill Clinton at the end of 
June. Ms. Gao was arrested 
in 1 October 1993 shortly 
before leaving Beijing to 
take up a fellowship at 
Columbia University. She 
was sentenced a year later 
to six years' imprisonment 
for “divulging state 
secrets” overseas when she 
worked for the Hong Kong 
newspapers Mirror 

Monthly and Chinese 
Overseas Daily. 


ministry. 

It put direct economic losses 
at 7.4 billion yuan (S890 mil- 
lion) and said 200,000 
hectares of crops had been 
destroyed. 

“This year, flood disasters 
came earlier than usual and the 
influence was very large," a 
ministry spokesman told AFP. 

“Flood disasters have hit 
(the south and central 


PASADENA. California 
fAFP) — Water was on or 
near the surface of Mars 
early in its history as well as 
a thicker atmosphere, the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory said 
here Wednesday. 

Findings gleaned from the 
National Aeronautics and 


MANILA (AFP) — Joseph 
Estrada, a former movie star 
shunned by the elite but 
adored by millions of his poor 
countrymen, was proclaimed 
by Congress Friday as the 
13th president of the 
Philippines. 

“By virtue of the authority 
vested in me... I hereby pro- 
claim Joseph Ejercito Estrada 
as the duly elected president 
of the Republic of the 
Philippines." intoned Senate 
leader Neptaii Gonzales as the 
gallery erupted into applause. 

Mr. Gonzales and House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
whom Mr. Estrada defeated at 
the polls, raised Mr. Estrada’s 
hands as the joint session of 
the U.S.-style Congress and 
hundreds of guests greeted 
them with cheers and a stand- 
ing ovation. 

Mr. Estrada, dapper in a 
native Filipino shirt and dark 
pants, smiled broadly with his 
wife Luisa by his side. 

The former movie icon and 
college dropout will take over 
the reins of power at noon on 
June 30 from current 
President Fidel Ramos, who is 
required by the constitution to 
stand down after his six-year 
term. 

An official count by 
Congress showed opposition 
leader Estrada as the over- 
whelming winner with 
10.722.295 votes, or 39.9 per 
cent of the votes cast 

Ruling party candidate de 
Venecia won 4268,483 votes, 
or 15,9 per cent to finish a dis- 
tant second. 

The Ramos-backed de 
Venecia, who conceded defeat 
Thursday, trailed Mr. Estrada 
by 6,453.812 votes, mirroring 
the results of pre-election sur- 
veys and an exit poll on elec- 
tion day. He congratulated Mr. 
Estrada Friday for his victoiy. 

Ruling party vice presiden- 
tial candidate Gloria Arroyo 
was also declared the winner 


provinces of) Jiangxi. Fujian, 
Hubei, Hunan, Sichuan, 
Guangdong and rainstorms 
have hit (northwestern 
provinces of) Gansu, Ningxia. 
Qinghai, Xinjiang," he said. 

Worst hit was Hunan, where 
heavy rains started on May 21. 
In some locations, 240 mil- 
limetres fell in only three 
hours. 

A total of 7.1 million people 


Space Administration's 
Mars global surveyor space- 
craft were presented in 
Boston, Massachusetts 
before tbe American 
Geophysical Union. 

The surveyor also gave 
scientists their first three- 
dimensional view of the 


over Mr. Estrada’s running 
mate Edganlo Angara. Vice 
presidents in the Philippines 
are elected separately. 

“The people have spoken, 
our task is done. The wounds 
and rancorous of our political 
battles must be put to rest It is 
time to close ranks behind our 
new leaders,” said majority 
floor leader Rodolfo Albano. 

T would like to thank 


were affected, with 58 con- 
firmed deaths, 7,461 injuries 
and 64,800 houses destroyed, 
the ministry said. 

With 23,600 hectares of 
crops also destroyed, direct 
economic losses reached an 
estimated S2 billion. 

The same rainstorm also hit 
neighbouring Hubei province, 
bringing slightly less rain, but 
winds gusting up to gale force 


planet's north polar ice cap 
and striking topology as 
well as bulges in Mars’ 
upper atmosphere that 
rotate with the planet 
Scientists were able to 
gltmpse canyons and spiral 
(roughs in water and carbon 
dioxide ice that reached 


everyone.- who gave their 
support and trust in me. espe- 
cially the Filipino masses,” 
Mr. Estrada said, just minutes 
before his proclamation. 

Mr Ramos sent his “sincere 
congratulations to President- 
elect Joseph Estrada for his 
victory and for his gentleman- 
ly conduct during the arduous 
and oftentimes heated debates 
during tbe elections.” 


nine and hail that lay 15 cen- 
timetres deep on die ground in 
some places. 

Meteorologists warned ear- 
lier in 1998 that the influence 
of the El Nino weather phe- 
nomenon could bring unusual- 
ly catastrophic rains this year. 
The southern provinces of 
Guangdong, Jiangxi. Hunan, 
Fujian and Zhejiang received 
four times the normal amount 


depths as great as 10,970 
metres below the surface. 

“The laser data also have 
shown that large areas of the 
ice cap are extremely 
smooth, with elevations that 
vary only a few feet over 
many miles,” JPL said in a 
statement. 


France 

recognises 

Armenian 

genocide 

PARIS (AFP) — France 
Friday became the first major 
Western European country to 
officially recognise die 1915- 
1917 .Armenian genocide by 
Turkey when the National 
Assembly, or lower house, 
adopted a bill enacting tbe 
recognition. 

The text voted by parlia- 
ment and introduced by the 
ruling left alliance, states that 
“France publicly recognises 
the 1915 Armenian geno- 
cide.” 

Between 12 and 13 milli on 
Armenians were killed in 
massacres and deportations 
between 1915-17, according 
to Armenians, but Turkey 
says 300,000 died. 

In tbe European Union, 
only Greece has recognised 
tbe genocide and in the world. 
Russia and Canada have 
acknowledged it, while some 
heads of state such as 
Francois Mitterrand of France 
and former U.S. President 
George Bush have recognised 
ir personally. 

Turkey Thursday warned 
Paris the move would carry 
‘‘unfortunate consequences” 
for bilateral ties. 

‘The adoption of such a text 
would inevitably have unfor- 
tunate consequences for our 
relations,” Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem told his French 
counterpan Hubert Vedrine 
on the fringes of a NATO- 
meeting in Luxembourg. 

The bill still has to go before 
the Senate, which is dominat- 
ed by the conservative oppo- 
sition. But for once parties 
across the political spectrum 
back the draft legislation. 

France has Weston 
Europe's largest Armenian 
community. 
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Cambodia rejects 
again resistance truce 
negotiating team 


negotiate a final truce in time 
for elections in July, a senior 
military official said. 

The government of strong- 
man Hun Sen and the resis- 1 
tance forces loyal to deposed 


by Prince Ranariddh s cabinet 
chief, Ly Thuch, a civilian, 
instead of the officer the prince 
originally designated to lead 
the team. 


Militant groups rap Estrada 
for planned Marcos burial 

MANILA (AFP) — Philippine leftist groups and human rights 
victims under Ferdinand Marcos Friday criticised President- 
elect Joseph Estrada for pledging to bury the toe dictator's 
remains at tbe heroes’ cemetery bane. 

In separate statements, the leftist' May One Movement trade 
union and tbe New Nationalist Alliance urged Me Estrada to 
abandon plans for the burial or face protests. 

“We will not take it sitting down,” said May One Movement 
head Crispin Beltran, adding Me Estrada should not “place his 
personal gratitude above national pride and interest.” 

Families of people who went missing during Marcos’ martial 
law regime also said in a statement such a ceremony would be 
an “insult” to human rights victims “who rightly deserve” 
decent burials but were never found. 

They said while Marcos was entitled to “a decent Christian 
burial," honouring him with a resting place at the heroes’ ceme- 
tery was an “affront to the Filipino people who have already- 
cast their verdict by ousting the dictator from power.” 

Marcos died in exile in Hawaii in 1989. three years after a 
popular uprising pul an end to his 20-year rule. 

His preserved remains are kept in a refrigerated casket 
on display at a mausoleum in foe family's ancestral home in 
northern Philippines” Ilocos None province. 

Former President Corazon Aquino and incumbent Fidel 
Ramos rejected demands by the Marcos family to allow Marcos 
to be buried with state honours at the heroes’ cemetery iij 
Manila. 

But Ml Estrada, a former pro-Marcos town mayor, has said 
he would allow it and told Filipinos it was time to bury the past 
with the dictator's remains. 

The Philippines Congress Friday proclaimed Mr. Estrada the 
winner in foe May 11 presidential elections. He lakes over from 
Mr. Ramos on June 30. 

A U.S. court in 1992 awarded $2 billion in tiqmngpg ^ 10,000 
victims of human rights abuse under Marcos' rule who won a 
class suit against the former president's estate. 

Tbe victims have laid claims to $500 million in Marcos 
money deposited in Swiss banks, but they are being contested 
by foe Philippine government and foe Marcos family. 


273 killed, 230,000 homes destroyed in China flood 


Estrada proclaimed new 
Philippines president 
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Danish Social Democratic Prime Minister Pool Nyrup Rasmussen gestures at the 
Danish parliament building surrounded by press after the results of the EU referen- 
dum. The Danes, in their fifth EU referendum since they voted in 1972 to join the then 
European Economic community from 1973, came out 55.1 per cent in favour of the 
Amsterdam Treaty and 44.9 per cent against (Reuters photo) 


Danish PM under pressure to 
placate large anti-EU electorate 


COPENHAGEN ('AFP') — 
Prime Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen's government 
breathed easier Thursday 
after a majority of Danes 
approved the Amsterdam 
Treaty, but it now faces the 
difficult task of placating 
the large 44.9 per cent 
minority which voted no. 

Danish eurosceptics have 
expressed a fear of loss of 
sovereignty, unwilling to 
relinquish power to a 
European Union seen as 
overly bureaucratic and dis- 
tant from the realities of 
Danish concerns. 

While the rest of Europe 
hailed the approval of the 
treaty that paves the way 
for the EU’s eastern expan- 
sion. Danish political ana- 
lysts unanimously predicted 
that EU scepticism would 
continue to characterise 
Denmark’s Europolitics in 
the future — as for much of 
the country ’s 25 years as a 
member of the EU. 

But more than ever. Mr. 
Rasmussen and the yes side 
“are going to be obliged to 
heed the signals from the 
numerous no-vorers. the 
many hesitant yes-voters 
and the campaign promises 
to put the brakes on more 
Union." Danish daily 
Politiken wrote. 

While saying that 
’’Denmark is on track and 
will pursue its path in the 
EU." Mr. Rasmussen also 
acknowledged the EU 
opponents, defeated by the 
55.1 per cent who said 
“yes” in a vote more about 
the countiy’s stance 
towards EU membership 
than the details of the 
Amsterdam Treaty. 

"I perceive Danes’ signal 


as a call for the tempo (of 
European integration) to 
now be reduced, not to 
throw out the big union. But 
I also perceive it as a clear 
yes to the values in the 
Amsterdam Treaty." he 
said. 

The treaty is designed to 
reform EU institutions 
ahead of the body's future 
eastern expansion, with 
greater cooperation on 
crime. unemployment, 
environmental, refugee and 
asylum issues and foreign 
and security policy. 

“If the EU train begins to 
roll too quickly, Denmark 
reserves the right to say 
stop." Mr. Rasmussen said, 
noting that Copenhagen 
would keep their concerns . 
in niind in any future talks 
with the EU. 

Eurosceptics — the left 
and right wings and several 
opposition groups — plan 
to make sure he sticks to 
that promise. 

“Rasmussen has put a lot 
of emphasis on the fact that 
the EU is no longer going to 
go so fast, that there will 
not be more union. We 
intend to hold him to that,” 
the leader of the Socialist 
People’s Party Holger 
Nielsen said. 

One strong issue of con- 
tention is the disappearance 
of borders, a result of the 
EU Schengen accords on 
free circulation which 
Denmark ratified in 1997. 

Opponents fear this will 
open the floodgates for ille- 
gal immigration, organised 
crime and drug trafficking. 

The Danish People’s 
Party has already called for 
a new referendum on the 
issue, but the prime minis- 


ter flatly rejected the idea, 
calling for a “pause" in the 
referendum procedure. 

Thursday's vote was 
Denmark's fifth on an EU 
issue since the country 
voted to join the body in 
1972. and its fourth since 
1986. 

The yes vote is seen as a 
huge personal victory for 
Mn Rasmussen, who put 
his political prestige on the 
line to ensure a yes vote. 

He attended more than 50 
rallies in the last weeks of 
the campaign, visited 
schools and cafes, and dis- 
tributed roses to undecided 
women voters on 
Copenhagen’s Stroeget 
pedestrian street. 

Mr. Rasmussen must still 
convince his fellow Social 
Democrats; some 43 per 
cent of whom voted to 
reject the treaty. 

According to political 
analyst Johannes Andersen 
from Aalborg University, 
opposition to the EU has 
changed character in recent 
years. 

"In preceding re fere n- 
dums. primarily people 
with higher education and 
intellectuals voted no, as 
well as the old Social 
Democratic workers, while 
this time a reverse trend 
was noted." he said. 

Meanwhile, Europe and 
the financial markets react- 
ed positively to the vote. 

The Danish central bank 
on Friday cut its discount 
and folio’ rates by a quarter 
of a point to 3.75 per cent, 
and the repo and deposit 
rates by 0.25 points to 4.0 
per cent, as uncertainty over 
Denmark's future in the EU 
lifted. 


Canada, Cuba discover ancient 
Taino house underwater 


TORONTO (R) — A 
joint Canadian-Cuban 
archaeological team has 
discovered the first 
almost perfectly pre- 
served house of the 
ancient Taino people at 
an underwater site in 
Cuba, a scientist from 
the Royal Ontario 
Museum said Thursday. 

The Taino were an 
agricultural people who 
inhabited most of the 
Caribbean islands 
around 500 A.D. Their 
occupation of Cuba and 
other islands continued 
until the Spanish 
arrived. The Taino were 
eventually decimated by 
European diseases and 
slaughtered by the 
Spanish. 

‘‘This is a mind-bog- 
gling discovery.” said 
David Pendergast, vice- 
president for collections 
of the Toronto Museum. 
“We discovered a stag- 
gering amount of infor- 
mation in only two 
weeks. A similar discov- 
ery for the Mayas would 
answer all the questions 
we still have about 
them." 


Until now. Mr. 
Pendergast said; the 
Tainos were known only 
from their portable 
objects, such as tools 
and dishes. 

The discovery of this 
house in Los 
Buchillones, Cuba 
places those objects in a 
more concrete context. 

Why the house — 
which was discovered 
underwater by a pair of 
fishermen — - is so well 
preserved remains some- 
what of a mystery. 

Mr. Pendergast 

believes that the clay in 
which it was discovered 
has some preservation 
properties and he noted 
that the clay has a local 
reputation for therapeu- 
tic properties. 

The house may only 
have been under water 
for 50 years or so. but it 
was not discovered ear- 
lier as archaeological 
digs were mainly con- 
ducted on higher 
ground, away from the 
water. 

Contacts between the 
Tainos and their mighty 
neighbours, the Mayas. 


seem to have been quite 
limited. Mr. Pendergast 
once found a Taino 
vomit- spatula — the 
Tainos practised ritual 
vomiting — on a Mayan 
site, in Belize. 

"This site doesn't look 
like a Mayan site," said 
Mr. Pendergast. “The 
Tainos had no perma- 
nent structures and the 
Mayans were literate, 
not the Tainos." 

Still, the discovery will 
come as a boon to those 
in Cuba trying to revive 
their sense of Taino 
identity. Many Tainos 
were exterminated dur- 
ing early contact with 
the Europeans and their 
culture barely survived. 

Mr. Pendergast plans 
to return to the site next 
year and apply a more 
high-tech approach 
sandbags were used this 
lime — to the excava- 
tion. 

"It's an honour to be 
involved," he says. "We 
saw something that had 
never been seen by 
Western eyes before, and 
not by human eyes in 
hundreds of years.” 


Manager convicted in online porn case 


FRANKFURT (R) — A 
Bavarian court convicted a 
former CompuServe man- 
ager Thursday of spreading 
pornography over the 
Internet, surprising some 
industry specialists. 

The Munich district 
court, ignoring a change of 
heart by the state prosecu- 
tor. convicted the former 
head of the German divi- 
sion of the online service 
of distributing child 
pornography and other ille- 
gal material over the 
Internet. 

“Even on the Internet, 
there can be no I aw- free 
zones," the court said, 
handing down a two-year 
suspended sentence to 
Felix Somm, 34. “The 
accused is not a victim. He 
abused the medium." 

But Mr. Somm’s attorney, 
Hans- Werner Moritz, con- 
tended the court erred in its 
ruling and said he planned 
to appeal. 

“The court didn’t take 
into account the statements 
of experts, didn't take into 
account the multimedia 
law," he told Reuters. 
“Certainly the fight will go 


on." 

Mr. Moritz said it could 
take six to 10 weeks to 
decide whether to appeal 
the decision to the 
Bavarian state court or to 
another German Appeals 
Court. 

While the ruling puzzled 
Internet and legal experts, 
politicians raised concern 
over the medium's future 
in Germany. 

The German government 
said it would study the 
court's decision carefully. 
“The development of the 
Internet in Germany must 
not be held back. This is 
about the jobs of the 
future," Technology 
Minister Juergen Ruetlgers 
said in a statement 

The court convicted Mr. 
Somm after prosecutors 
changed their original posi- 
tion and said under 
Germany's new multime- 
dia law he should not be 
liable for banned materials 
on the Internet 

Joerg Tauss, a member of 
parliament from the Social 
Democrats, said the court 
was ignorant about the 
Internet and called the 


decision “a catastrophe” 
for cyberspace in Germany. 

Mr. Moritz said the case 
had hurt Somm's new ven- 
ture. Mr. Somm left 
CompuServe, which is 
owned by America Online 
Inc, last July and has set up 
his own electronic com- 
merce consulting firm. 

“There have been a lot of 
contracts that he didn't get 
because partners don't 
want to have anything to 
do with child pornography, 
even though Mr. Somm 
didn’t have any thin g to do 
with it at all,” be said. 

The court found Mr. 
Somm guilty of complicity 
in 13 cases of spreading 
banned pornography on the 
worldwide computer net- 
work. It agreed with the 
prosecutor’s original posi- 
tion that Mr. Somm was 
guilty because Mr. So mm, 
as CompuServe chief in 
Germany. provided 

Internet services that made 
the materials accessible. 

Mr. Moritz said this runs 
counter to the federal mul- 
timedia law parliament 
passed last August 

The information and 


communications law says 
that access providers are 
not generally held liable 
for material on the Internet 
They are, however, 
required to take reasonable 
measures to block access to 
banned material. 

‘The court completely 
overlooked the law.” he 
said. Adding that prosecu- 
tors made a move for 
acquittal based on the pow- 
ers of the multimedia law. 
“It’s completely out of the 
ordinary." 

Mr. Kossel said the deci- 
sion could be overturned 
since the Munich court sits 
in the capital of Bavaria, 
widely seen as the most 
conservative of Germany's 
16 regional states and one 
that has taken an aggres- 
sive approach to policing 
the Internet. 

Bavarian police have a 
special unit that trawls the 
Internet for pornography 
involving children or vio- 
lence and Nazi literature, 
which is also banned in 
Germany. 

Mr. Tauss said the court 
ignored defence testimony 
from experts on the law 


and the Internet 

Hie defence claimed Mr. 
Somm notified authorities 
about the illegal materials 
and helped them in their 
investigation. 

Ulrich Sieber. a professor 
of information law at 
Wuerzburg University said 
in a statement the charges 
against Mr. Somm conflict- 
ed with the multimedia law 
and could damage the 
development of the 
Internet in Germany. 

Mr. Kossel also voiced 
concerns about the deci- 
sion's implications. 

"If it stands, it will 
strongly slow down the 
development of Internet 
technology in Germany 
and use of the Internet for 
business," he told Reuters, 
adding that small Internet 
providers would likely face 
higher costs to block mate- 
rials on the Internet and 
might pull out of Germany. 

Larger companies would 
have to weigh the risk of 
further lawsuits and the 
cost of blocking material 
located on computers in 
computers in other coun- 
tries. 


Mbeki says reconciliation in 
South Africa a mere mirage 


French magistrate 
targets official 
wiretapper 


PARIS (R) — A man who 
headed France's official 
wiretap unit has been 
placed under investigation 
in connection with Illegal 
eavesdropping carried out 
on orders of the late 
President Francois 

Mitterrand’s office, judicial 
sources said Thursday. 

Army Brigadier General 
Pierre Charroy, 63, was 
ordered placed under inves- 
tigation for complicity in 
invasion of privacy in his 
capacity as head of the dis- 
creetly named 

Interministerial Control 
Group . (GIC) under 
Mitterrand, the sources 
said. 

The GIC is officially 
entrusted with carrying out 
wiretaps on the orders of 
magistrates in cases of espi- 
onage or serious crimes. 
The body is so shrouded 
with secrecy that it is not 
known if Brig. Gen. 
Charroy still heads it. 

Former Mitterrand aides 
acknowledged last year that 
the late president, who 
ruled from 19S1-1995. had 
ordered security officers 
attached to his office to 
cany out illegal wiretaps on 


the telephone lines of 
lawyers, journalists, politi- 
cians and at least one movie 
actress. 

The justice sources said 
Magistrate Jean-Paul Vallat 
suspected Brig. Gen. 
Charroy of having aided the 
presidential wiretappers 
who acted without the per- 
mission of magistrates, 
making their actions illegal. 

Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin pledged in last 
year's general election 
campaign to end an era of 
“monarchical secrecy” if he 
came to power and to lift 
the lid on cases like possi- 
ble illegal wiretapping 
under Mitterrand, with 
whom Mr. Jospin was on 
poor terms. 

Mr. Jospin has since been 
accused of dragging his feet 
on the promise since be 
became prime minister and 
Judge Vallat has written to 
ask for his help in his 
probes. 

Some 15 former 
Mitterrand aides are under 
investigation and could face 
possible trial in the case. 

Mitterrand died in 1996, 
seven months after leaving 
office. 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
South Africa remained a 
country of two nations four 
years after attaining democra- 
cy, with its goals of nation 
building and reconciliations 
“a mere mirage”. Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki said 
Friday. 

In a hard-hitting speech to 
Parliament, Mr. Mbeki said 
one of these nations was 
“white, relatively prosperous, 
regardless of grader or geo- 
graphic dispersal. 

“It has ready access to a 
developed economic, physi- 
cal, educational, communica- 
tion and other infrastructure." 

The second and larger 
nation of South Africa, be 
added, “is black and poor, 
with the worst affected being 
women in rural areas, the 
black rural population in gen- 
eral and the disabled.” 

"This nation lives under 
conditions of grossly under- 
developed ..-infrastructure." 

Hopes that the two nations 
would eroage from their past 
of colonial and apartheid 
white minority rule had not 
been realised after the advent 
of democracy in 1994, Mr. 
Mbeki said. 

White South Africans' 
reluctance to share their 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin told Russian 
media chiefs Thursday they 
were free to say what they 
liked — provided they toe tire 
government line. 

“Freedom remains as 
before... but we have a right to 
ask you to promote state poli- 
cy," Mr. Yeltsin said in tele- 
vised remarks to chiefs of three 
television channels, which 
broadcast across the vast 
Russian Federation. 

Annoyed by media coverage 
of recent protests by unpaid 
miners, Mr. Yeltsin had sum- 
moned Ksenia Ponomaryova 
of On Public Television, 
where the government has a 
majority stake, M ik h ail 

Shvidkoi of the state-run R3R 
Channel and Oleg 

Dobrodeyev of commercial 
NTV television, to the 

Kremlin. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted Me Shvidkoi as saying 
the president had urged them 
to report events in such a way 
that “national interests and 
common sense” prevailed 

“Of course tire president has 
ins own view of this problem 
but he showed complete 

respect for the position iff tire 
media," Mr Shvidkoi said. 
‘Today freedom of speech 
depends on stability in 
Russia.” 

Monday Mr. Yeltsin’s 
spokesman Sergei 

Yastrzbembsky criticised tele- 
vision coverage of last week’s 
blockade by coal miners of key 
railway lines in protest over 


wealth with the black majori- 
ty was producing mounting 
rage among “millions of peo- 
ple", he added 

Mr. Mbeki. who is almost 
certain to succeed President 
Nelson Mandela after elec- 
tions next year, hit out at 
political parties for not doing 
enough to promote reconcili- 
ation, and at the estimated 30 
per cent of the country's cor- 
porations who are dodging 
tax. 

He held up the example of 
Germany, where citizens of 
the former West Germany 
pay '-air annual 7.5 per cent 
income tax surcharge to help 
uplift 1 their East German com- 
patriots. 

A one-off “solidarity tax" 
imposed on white South 
Africans in 1995 was 
“accompanied by much 
grumbling from some sectors 
of our society," Mr. Mbeki 
said 

“Unlike the German peo- 
ple, we have not made the 
extra effort to generate the 
material resources we have to 
invest to change the condition 
of the black poor," he said 

At one extreme, some citi- 
zens. including members of 
the security forces, "are pre- 
pared to go to any length to 


unpaid wages, saying it “went 
beyond reasonable limits” 

Yas&zbemhsky did not 
explain his criticism But 
reports on the miners' protests, 
giving prominence to criticism 
of Me Yeltsin and his govern- 
ment, led news bulletins which 
showed placards caning for 
Me Yeltsin’s dismissal 

The support of media barons 
was vital to Yeltsin’s reelection 
in 1996 and he is wary the 
media might turn against him 
in the run-up to the next presi- 
dential poll in 2000. 

Thursday Mr. Yeltsin reas- 
sured the television bosses 
about plans to turn RTR and its 
network of state-owned local 
television stations into a pow- 
erful media holding. 

T signed a decree creating a 
state bolding company com- 
prising electronic media but it 
seems that for some reason 
you took fright at this," TASS 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as telling 
them. 

‘1 want to say that we are not 
planning to introduce anything 
special here... such a general 
state structure in no way 
means that we are taking con- 
trol of television." 

One of Russia’s most power- 
ful media barons begged to 
differ. 

*T feel Sony for the journal- 
ists who will wok there," 
Vladimir Gusinsky, bead of 
the most group which owns 
NTV, was quoted as saying by 
Interfax news agency. 

Speaking at a European 
media forum in Moscow, he 


oppose the democratic order, 
including the assassination of 
leaders and destabilisation by 
all means.” 

At the other extreme, how- 
ever, “significant numbers ... 
have demonstrated a real 
commitment to the translation 
of tiie vision of national unity 
and reconciliation into reali- 
ty” 

“(But) much of what is hap- 
pening in our country, which 
pushes us away from achiev- 
ing this goal, is producing 
rage among millions of our 
people. I am convinced that 
we are faced with the danger 
of a mounting rage to which 
we must respond seriously ” 

Opposition leader 

Marthinus van SchaJkwyk, of 
the conservative National 
Party (NP). also warned of 
mounting rage — among 
whites feeling the sharp end 
of the government's affirma- 
tive action policies. 

"There is a rage of people 
who feel they are being side- 
lined. that there is a political 
agenda against their lan- 
guage, schools," Mr. van 
SchaBcwyk said. “There is a 
rage when people feel their 
s kin colour counts against 
them when it comes to job 
applications and bursaries." 


alleged that the reporters in the 
new holding company would 
not be able to speak the truth 
about Russia's breakaway 
Checheoya region, miners* 
strikes or corrupt officials. 

Earlier this week Mr Yeltsin 
hailed die giant strides towards 
independence made by the 
media since Soviet 
Communism fell in 1991 and 
praised reporters’ courage and 
defence of human rights. 

But he also rapped Russia’s 
powerful financial groups with 
vast newspaper and television 
empires, accusing them of cen- 
soring news for their own 
ends. 

Gusinsky hit hack Thursday, 
telling the state to mind its own 
business. “The mass mafia, 
whoever they belong to, 
should answer for their wok 
only to their readers, listeners 
and viewers, and the state 
should obey its own laws,” he 
said. 

The most powerful media 
magnates apart from Gusinsky 
include Uneximbank chief 
Vladimir Potanin, business- 
raan-turned-politician Boris 
Berezovsky. Alexander 
Smolensky of SBS-Agrobank 
and Menatep bead Mi khail 
Khodorkovsky. 

The Kremlin and govern- 
ment have their own newspa- 
pers and control the second 
Channel RTR. The govern- 
ment also has a majority stake 
in ORT public television, but 
its editorial polides are often at 
odds with the cabinet line. 


NATO and 
Ukraine deepen 
military ties 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) 
— NATO and Ukraine 
agreed Friday to deepen 
their military ties ahead 
of next year’s expansion 
of the alliance up to the 
former Soviet republic's 
borders. 

After talks with 
Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Boris Tarasyuk, 
NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana announced 
plans to station a perma- 
nent liaison officer, in 
Kiev to boost coopera- 
tion between allied and 
Ukrainian armed forces. 

The officer’s main task 
will be to help Ukraine 
draw up a programme of 
joint military exercises 
with NATO under the 
alliance’s Partnership for 
Peace (PfP) programme 
of military cooperation 
with Europe’s former 
Communist or neutral 
stales. 

NATO already has an 
information office in 
Kiev and is helping 
Ukraine to reform its 
armed forces through a 
joint working group 
launched in February. 

Mr. Tarasyuk bailed 
the accord on the liaison 
office as a “very impor- 


tant achievement.” that 
would contribute to 
growing confidence 
between the former 
adversaries and 

Ukraine's “integration 
into European and Euro- 
Atlantic structures.” 

Ukraine is the first of 
the 28 countries in the 
PfP to which NATO has 
appointed a liaison offi- 
cer. 

Although the country's ■ 
military weight has been 
reduced by its decision 
to give up its Soviet-era 
nuclear weapons, it 
remains strategically 
important because of its 
location between Russia 
and the former Warsaw 
Pact countries that are 
due to be brought under 
NATO's security 

umbrella. 

Ukraine has common 
borders with Hungary 
and Poland, who, along 
with the Czech 
Republic, are to become 
full NATO members 
next April. 

President Leonid- 
Kuchma said last week 
that a move by Ukraine 
to seek NATO member- 
ship was “not on the 
agenda." 


Yeltsin urges media 
to toe government line 



6 Opinion & Analysis 






/-L~ 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May 



Jordan Times 


Vt :&irprnilaa Anfi duly pii-fcifj ^ ^ FnnnLnjM E-suNWwl 1*75 

-Jl 1 . ^ Vj i 1 Vi VU j ! ■ ni 3 * j m j’ ^|U jjj^v 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

ABDUL SAL AM TARAWNEH 

Vice Chairman & Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 
Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710. Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 5684311, 5699634. 5667171, 5603585 

Facsimile: 5696183 

Ads: Fax 5693337 

E-mail: jotimes@go.com.jo 

Web Sites: http^/accessme.com/JordanTimes/ 


The Jordan Tunes is published daily except Fridays. Subscription and advertising 
rata are available from the Jordan Tunes advertising department 


Review of treaties needed 


NEITHER THE Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty, nor the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
could deter India or Pakistan from acquir- 
ing the nuclear technology and conducting 
their underground tests, which have led to 
heightened tension in Asia and the world at 
large. With Hindu nationalists in power in 
New Delhi and Islamic zealots pressing the 
government in Islamabad, and with the cri- 
sis in Kashmir becoming more acute by the 
day, the situation in the subcontinent has 
now reached the boiling point 

No matter what condemnations are issued 
from world capitals or what sanctions are 
imposed by superpowers, both India and 
Pakistan have made their point of view 
dear by flexing their muscles in defiance of 
the international community and all inter- 
national accords. 

It is certain now that aspiring nations, 
whether in Asia or elsewhere, will accelerate 
their nuclear programmes, rendering all 
international accords and instruments for 
ending the nuclear race or curbing nuclear 
weapons proliferation ineffective. In the 
course of the next decade or two, we should 
expect at least half a dozen nations to 
acquire the capability to develop nudear 
bombs.. Once the genie is allowed out of the 
bottle there is no turning back. That has 
been made possible by the unbalanced 
nature of international instruments, ^reali- 
ty amply shown by the preferential treat- 
ment these instruments accord major 
nudear powers at the expense of other 
nations. As long as these international 
treaties divide the comity of nations into 
have and have-not states, the risk of the 
violation of these norms will always persist 
While it is too late to renegotiate these con- 
ventions on nudear weapons, it should be 
always possible to review them with a view 
to amending them and reducing their 
inherent double standards. 

The international community needs to 
reckon with the new realities and adopt a 
more sensible and realistic approach to the 
crisis. Most international treaties contain 
provisions for review in order to deal with 
their proven deficiencies. All existing 
treaties on nuclear weapons call for similar 
efforts on a periodic basis. Now is the time 
to convene such a review conference on 
both the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
and the Non-Proliferation Treaty. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Riham A1 Farra called on the 
government to release Ahmad Dakamseh from prison. 
Dakamseh has spent more than a year in prison fol- 
lowing his conviction on charges of murdering seven 
Israeli schoolgirls and injuring several others. The 
writer said the Israeli soldiers continually open fire on 
Palestinian civilians killing or wounding them and they 
get away with it, with their courts acquitting them of 
any crime. Most recently Israeli soldiers shot and killed 
three young Palestinians in Tanqoumia and told the 
court later that they thought the young men were 
preparing to attack them and so the shooting was in self 
defence, according to the writer. She said, likewise 
Dakamseh, who throughout his life had known the 
Israelis as enemies of the Arabs, thought that Israelis 
were preparing to attack him and so he opened fire on 
them. The Israeli court knew for sure that the Israeli 
soldiers killed the three Palestinians in cold blood and 
decided to free them, noted the writer who said that the 
time has come for a reconsideration of the Dakamseh 
case and for si vine him back his freedom. 


A1 Dustour daily described as barbaric an attack by 
Israeli troops on members of the Palestine Legislative 
Council who wens peacefully protesting the illegal 
action of Jewish settlers in Arab east Jerusalem. The 
paper said, instead of evicting the settlers from areas 
belonging ro the Arabs so as to avoid further friction, 
the Israeli troops directed their attacks on the 
Palestinians who were peacefully hying to end the set- 
tlers' infringement, on Arab territory. The attack, said 
the paper, gives the world a true picture of what is hap- 
pening in the occupied Arab lands and reveals the truth 
about the Israeli government in ruining all attempts by 
the world community to attain a peaceful settlement for 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. The Israeli soldiers’ attack on 
the Palestinian legislators sent a clear message to the 
world that peace is out of reach and an explosion is 
imminent, it added- 


Jordanian Perspective 


Dr. Musa KeUani 


After India, Pakistan, the country to watch now is Iran 


THE NUCLEAR tests conducted by Pakistan on 
Thursday were expected as the natural course of events 
after India carried out its own explosions two weeks ago. 
Nawaz Sharif, the Pakistani prime minister, also made a 
very good case for his country in justifying the tests, 
which drew international criticism and fears that a 
nuclear arms race could get under way in earnest in 
South Asia between India and Pakistan. 

More dangerous still, Iran, which is widely suspected 
of running a clandestine nuclear programme, might be 
tempted to follow the Indian and Pakistani gamble. 
Obviously, the world will now be watching intensely at 
all Iranian movements, and Russia and China can expect 
to come under immense pressure because both are sus- 
pected of helping the Iranian nuclear programme. It w'ill 
be too much of a temptation for Iran to resist to elevate 
itself into the srarus of a '‘nuclear weapons country." and 
thump its nose at the U.S. just as other countries did. 

Having been alerted to the possibility of Iran accelerat- 
ing its nuclear programme and posing a threat to the 
region as a result of the long-running Indo-Pakistani 
rivalry, we cannot afford to keep quiet. 

While the Iranian nuclear scenario might not be at hand 
in the short run. the Arab World has to be on alert lest the 
ongoing moderation process under President Mohammed 
Khatami be stymied and the hardline clerics regain the 
reign of total executive power in Tehran and decide that 
nuclear weapons are their best bet in their bid to impose 
their will on their neighbours and the region in general. 
That is an eventuality that we have to be prepared for 
from now by encouraging and supporting the moderate 
school in Iran that is slowly growing under the Khatami 


administration. 

It is indeed a pressing issue for the Arabs and should 
not be lost in the din of concerns and jubilation sparked 
by the Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests. 

By and large, the successful tests conducted by 
Pakistan have stirred pride among Muslims that an 
Islamic country has ultimately developed nuclear ability. 
That jubilance stems from Israel’s self-assumed military 
supremacy based on its formally unacknowledged 
nudear weapons. 

But is that jubilation well founded, given the threats the 
Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests have raised? By blast- 
ing off exactly five nuclear devices. Pakistan was obvi- 
ously trying to prove a point — that it is no less capable 
than India in the nuclear arena. However, it highlighted 
what is essentially a schoolboy mentality when it comes 
to the half-a-century-old Indo-Pak tug-of-war. 

Whether in international forums or within regional 
groupings, if Pakistan scores a point by securing an 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) endorsement 
of its position on the Kashmir dispute. India believes it 
has won another round if it manages to avert a similar 
vote at a different forum. The larest example of that on- 
again -off- again contest was the support that the OIC 
extended to Pakistan's position in the nuclear race and 
the absence of any criticism of India at a Non-Aligned 
Movement meeting that came a few days after the tests 
that India conducted. 

The key question thar Indian Prime Minister AB 
Vajpayee and his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif 
have to answer is: You have proved your point that you 
both can conduct nuclear tests and are able to produce 


nuclear weapons. What next? Are you going to produce 
more nuclear weapons or solve your Kashmir problems? 

Obviously, both would answer that they are willing to 
undertake a commitment not to be the first to use nuclear 
weapons in an armed confrontation, which seeinS more 
and more likely in the wake of border skirmishes -and 
Kashmir’s slide into a deeper abyss of violence 
Both countries apparently see nuclear weaporasation-as 
a deterrent, as indeed is the case with the metnbers of die 
so-called nuclear club. It also seems clear thar neither 
India nor Pakistan would use nuclear weapons against 
each other despite all rhetoric. 

Why then raise the ante? The obvious answer is that die 
successful nuclear tests conducted by the two countries 
have taken both round a comer. If anything, once the 
international hue and cry die down, they should be tak- 
ing time out to consider their options, which is surely. to 
launch a dialogue to settle their dispute, now that both 
can pound their chests and boast their nuclear accom- 
plishments. 

The wisest and indeed the most logical course that the 
international community could follow — and indeed 
supported by the Arab and Muslim friends of Pakistan as 
well as India — is an intense effort to resolve all out- 
standing disputes between the two countries. 

One could not think of a better timing for such an effort 
in view of the regional and international concern and 
fears that the 10 nuclear tests have generated, ^ 

We in Jordan would indeed be sorry if the victims of a 
new nuclear holocaust are either Indian friends or 
Muslim brothers. Our Asian nation can not afford more 
play with nuclear fire. 


Indo-Pak: Not nuclear ‘deterrence,’ nuclear war 


By Gwynne Dyer 


“NOW WE will enjoy the fight- 
ing." grinned a bearded man 
nicknamed ‘Ayatollah’ at the 
headquarters of an Islamic 
guerilla outfit on the Pakistani 
side of the Kashmir ceasefire 
line, “because tbe Indians are 
fundamentalists and we are fun- 
damentalists too!" Nuclear fun- 
damentalists. on a collision 
course for the world's first 
nuclear war. 

Pakistan’s five nuclear test 
blasts on Thursday followed 
India’s five tests of two weeks 
ago as surely as the day follows 
the night. And however outraged 
Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee may pretend to 
be,. New Delhi knew they were 
coming. 

' Indeed. Indian strategists prob- 
ably even calculated that' forcing 
Pakistan to test would leave it at 
a greater disadvantage than 
before. Both countries would 
face economic sanctions from 
the United States and the interna- 
tional lending institutions where 
Washington has influence, but 
Pakistan would suffer far more 
than India because it is much 
more dependent on foreign aid 
and loans. 

There is also a naive belief in 
Indian political circles that 
nuclear weapons are just a bigger 
kind of artillery. Since India, 
with seven times Pakistan’s pop- 
ulation and twenty times its 
wealth, can afford more nuclear 
weapons, it now (in this kind of 
magical thinking) has a bigger 
stick with which to beat 
Pakistan. 

Indian Home Minister Lai 
Krishna Advani is clearly of this 
persuasion. India's nuclear tests. 


he said, have “brought about a 
qualitatively new stage in Indo- 
Pakistan relations— .it signifies 
India’s resolve to deal firmly and 
strongly with Pakistan's hostile 
designs and activities in 
Kashmir.” How would you inter- 
pret that declaration if you were 
a Pakistani? Of course, the 
most important reason for 
India's nuclear tests was not mil- 
itary but political. ‘Vajpayee's 
Viagra.’ cynical Indian journal- 
ists are calling the tests, and they 
have certainly inflated the shaky 
coalition government's prestige 
in the public’s eyes. 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharifs main motive for 
replying with his own nuclear 
tests was equally political: he 
would have been driven from 
office by popular demand had he 
refused. So the tests are heavily 
symbolic on both sides — except 
that a 43-kiloton nuclear weapon 
is one hell of a symbol. 

Nawaz Sharif seems personally 
aware that nuclear weapons are 
bad for your health. “Today the 
flames of the nuclear fire are all 
over," he said. “We have jumped 
into these flames... with 
courage.” But general awareness 
of the true nature of nuclear 
weapons was better conveyed by 
the official who announced that 
“the long-range Ghauri missile is 
already being capped with 
nuclear warheads to give a befit- 
ting reply to any misadventure 
by the enemy." 

Once the warheads have been 
mounted on India’s Prithvi and 
Pakistan's Ghauri intermediate- 
range missiles (which have 
already been flight-tested), then 
every Indian and Pakistani city is 
about fifteen minutes away from 
oblivion. But this doesn't yet 


worry the new members of the 
nuclear weapons club. After all, 
as their more sophisticated citi- 
zens point out, every city in 
America and Russia has been in 
that position for the past fifty 
years, and nuclear deterrence 
kept them all safe. It will work 
the same here. 

It won’t, for two reasons. One 
is that for a long time India and 
Pakistan will not have the essen- 
tially invulnerable nuclear arse- 
nals that finally conferred some 
stability on the Soviet- American 
nuclear confrontation — the 
kind of mobile or hardened sys- 
tems that give you time to think 
before acting because they can 
ride out a first strike by the other 
side, and still hit back with 
crushing force afterwards.. , 

Instead, they will both ’ have' 
relatively small numbers of vul- 
nerable nuclear delivery vehi- 
cles. poor detection capabilities, 
and close to zero warning time. 
These will be hair-trigger sys- 
tems — just like those in the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union in the 
first decade of the cold war, 
when there were several terrify- 
ing crises (Korea, the Berlin 
blockade, Cuba) that almost 
went over the brink. 

The other reason was best 
expressed by Pakistani strategic 
analyst and former general Talat 
Masood: “This is not a region 
where nuclear deterrence might 
work like it did between America 
and the Soviet Union. We have a 
history of mistrust, territorial 
disputes, contiguous borders. 
Think of all the things that can 
lead to a conflict and they are all 
here.” 

Indeed, the nuclear weapons 
themselves become a potential 
source of crisis, as each side 


examines the other’s deploy- 
ments for signs that it is planning 
a pre-emptive strike. (This was 
the essence of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of 1962, at a point when 
Soviet-American mutual deter- 
rence was already a great deal 
more stable than Indo-Pakistani 
deterrence will be for the next 
decade.) 

What has just happened, there- 
fore, is very bad. It has stalled 
the Comprehensive Test-Ban 
Treaty in the U.S. Senate, and 
may well sideline it for good. 
The nuclear weapons club has 
jumped from five to seven in a 
single month, after it had been 
stable at the lower figure for 34 
years. And it creates a serious 
possibility that we will shortly 
see our first real-nuclear war. 

The dangejr^wfil peak around, 
six to eighteen months from 
now, as both India and Pakistan 
deploy their nuclear weapons 
and delivery systems as fast as 
they can, but it will not recede 
greatly for many years. One mis- 
calculation, and you could lose a 
lot of cities. 

Still, there is a bright side. This 
calamitous breakdown in the 
‘nuclear firebreak’ has occurred 
after the hankering for nuclear 
weapons, either for status rea- 
sons or for potential use, has 
passed its peak in countries like 
Brazil and Argentina (which 
closed down their programmes) 
and South Africa (which actually 
built six bombs in secret, and 
then dismantled them all). 

And if you’re still worried, 
remember that the Dalai Lama 
says India's nuclear tests were a 
good thing. (Of course, India 
does offer him and his fellow 
Tibetan refugees shelter....) 



Nero revived? 


To the editor: 


SHOULD ANYONE be sur- 
prised, that the prime minister of 
a small entity like Israel has 
threatened to “set Washington on 
fire.” if it doesn’t act in a man- 
ner conducive to Netanyahu’s 
wishes? There should be no sur- 
prise that the “superpower” is 
treated so lightly. After all 
Netanyahu knows that U.S. for- 
eign policy in the Middle East is 
not run by the U.S. State 
Department, but by AIPAC, and 
that such Jewish institutions in 
the U.S. can wreaic havoc by a 
snap of Israel’s’ "’fingers. U.S. 
politfdiafis have piit’theiricddatry 
in such an untenable situation. 
Decade after decade, prominent 
U.S. politicians have lent them- 
selves as tools to Israel to assure 
themselves political office in the 
U.S. body politik, in effect 
degrading themselves to serve an 
undignified cause and allowing 
an arrogant Netanyahu to chal- 
lenge them on their own home 
ground. 

It is high time that U.S. politi- 
cians, who have brought upon 
their country this indignity, to 
review their policy of kissing up 
to the Israelis so that they can 
regain some of their self-respect 
and start to undo some of the 
injustice they have helped cause 
in Palestine, over so many 
decades. 


Omar Abbass 
Amman 


Calls for Arab summit grow louder 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL dailies last week 
focused on the prospects of hold- 
ing an Arab summit to discuss a 
collective stand with regard to the 
Israeli governments intransigence. 
Columnists also wrote about the 
Middle East peace process and 
domestic affairs. 

A 1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Taher 
Adwan said the time is ripe for the 
Arabs to convene a summit of 
their leaders to take decisions con- 
cerning a unified stand towards 
the developments in their region. 
Adwan said, when the Arabs meet 
they should decide on measures to 
ensure their countries* security 
and they should bear in mind that 
Israel continues to arm itself with 
all kinds of weapons of mass 
destruction. He said in order to 
take such action the Arabs must 
lift the embargo on Iraq, stop call- 
ing for disarming Iraq, note that 
India and Pakistan are arming 
themselves with nuclear weapons 
and that Israel has a vast arsenal of 
such weapons and that they can- 
not remain passive towards these 
developments which pose serious 
danger to their future. 

A1 Dustour’s Oreib Rintawi said 
Jordan, along with most of the 
Arab states, is in favour of an 
Arab summit at which the leaders 
can take appropriate decisions 
towards protecting their own 
interests. Noting that while talk 
currently revolves around holding 


a mini-summit, the writer said, 
such a parley can still pave the 
ground for larger meeting which is 
long overdue to address inter- 
Arab issues and the stalled peace 
process. The Arabs and the 
Europeans are not the only parties 
convinced that the peace process 
is at a standstill due to Israel's 
intransigence, but the LLS. admin- 
istration is also aware that 
Netanyahu is impeding any 
progress and therefore it is not 
likely that Washington would dis- 
courage the Arabs from convening 
a meeting. He said such an action 
would be a form of pressure on 
Israel to accept the U.S. proposals 
for a settlement. Rintawi added, 
an Arab summit could provide the 
Clinton administration with the 
proper tool with which to confront 
Netanyahu and the Israeli-biased 
U.S. Congress. 

A1 Arab A1 Yawm's Saleh 
Qallab said, now that Saudi 
Arabia. Egypt and Morocco have 
expressed a strong desire to hold 
an Arab summit, there is a good 
prospect of such a meeting con- 
vening soon. These regionally 
influential countries are con- 
cerned for the fate of the peace 
process and are, through various 
means, exerting pressure on the 
Israeli government to abide by the 
peace accords. Such a meeting is 
demanded by the Arab masses as a 
necessary step towards ending dif- 
ferences and removing lingering 
malice and hatred caused by the 
Gulf crisis, said the writer. He said 


the Arab leaders* views are also 
needed in order to back the 
French-Egyptian leaders’ call for 
an international conference to 
address the chronic Middle East 
question and save the peace 


THE 
WEEK 
PRINT 


process. 

AJ Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek said it 
has become clear that the U.S., 
Europe and most nations are dis- 
pleased with Netanyahu's behav- 
iour and Israel's failed commit- 
ment to peace. Therefore, Dr. 
Fanek said, the U.N. Security 
Council should handle tbe peace 
process, and, in accordance with 
the U.N. Charter, should impose 
sanctions on the Jewish state to 
force it to implement applicable 
U.N. resolutions. The writer said 
the world community can start by 
imposing a ban on visits by Israeli 
government leaders to other coun- 
tries and by halting tirade facilities 
to the Jewish state. The global 
community, he added, should start 
applying the seventh chapter of 
the U -N. Charter to Israel as it has 
against Iraq to force the country to 
respect the U.N. decisions. Dt 


Fanek said the world should tight- 
en the noose around Israel’s neck, 
keep Netanyahu and his govern- 
ment isolated and eventually force 
the country to succumb to the 
requirements of peace. 

A! Arab A1 Yawm’s Saleh 
Qallab attacked U.S. 
Congressman Newt Gingrich say- 
ing he suffers from an inferiority 
complex which he tries to conceal 
through statements expressing 
blind support for Israel. The writer 
said Gingrich is an opportunist 
who is seeking to win Jewish 
votes in the coming elections. 
Gingrich's remarks about the U.S. 
secretary of state as being an agent 
for the Palestinians is pejorative 
and his remarks about Jerusalem 
being the eternal and united capi- 
tal of Israel are not in the interest 
of the U.S. as a peace broker, said 
the writer. By making such 
remarks Gingrich is trying to out- 
bid the Zionists themselves in 
Israel and the U.S. Congress 
which is gradually being convert- 
ed into a Jewish settlement inhab- 
ited by extremist rabbis. 

A1 Dustour’s Nawaf Zaru com- 
mented on Netanyahu’s remarks 
that the peace process is dead by 
saying that for once Netanyahu 
has said something with which the 
Arabs agree. Zaru said Netanyahu 
must admit what is obvious to the 
world, that it is his policies and his 
actions that are behind the demise 
of the peace process. Of course 
Netanyahu is accusing the 
Palestinians for the failure of the 


peace process and failing to cur- 
tail what he calls acts of terrorism, 
he said. The writer said the terror- 
ist acts of the Israeli government 
and its rejection of the American 
proposals which do not even meet 
the minimum requirements of the 
Palestinian aspirations are the real 
reasons for lack of progress 
towards peace. He said all tbe 
U.S., European and Arab initia- 
tives can by no means help 
achieve progress as long as 
Netanyahu is determined to keep 
the peace process dead. 

A1 Dustour’s Mohammad 
Daoud paid tribute to the on-going 
efforts of the National Population 
Commission for its positive and 
important role in involving men 
and women, in family planning 
programmes. The writer said par- 
ticipation of men as ' -well as 
women in such programmes and 
the commission’s awareness cam- 
paigns in this regard are vital to 
ensure birth spacing to safeguard 
the mother's health and to ensure 
happiness for the family. The 
commission, grouping representa- 
tives of the private and phbJic sec- 
tors, is working for the welfare of 
the society by spreading aware- 
ness about family planning in die 
rural, badia and urban-regions of 
the country, said tbe writer. The 
rising cost of living, unenipk>y' 
ment and poverty, DaaaAsaaAi^ 
factors that help the commission* 5 
campaign to succeed. The writer 
urged all sectors to back the dore 
mission's mission. ’ - 
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Jordan limes, Saturday, May 30, 1990 


Bored Gulf teenagers 
turn to drugs 


By John Lancaster 

in Kuwait 

EVERY NIGHT, Ibrahim, a third- 
year math student at the national 
university here, retreats to the pri- 
vacy of bis room and kneels on 
the floor, facing towards the Mus- 
lim Holy City of Mecca. Murmur- 
ing verses from the Koran, he 
prostrates himself before Allah 
and begs forgiveness for what he 
is about to do. Then he prepares a 
100-mi liilitre dose of heroin and 
injects it onto one of his veins. 

“I pray and then I take heroin,” 
said Ibrahim, 21. puffing nervous- 
ly on a Marlboro in a social club 
run by the local chapter of Nar- 
cotics Anonymous, where he has 
come to seek help for his $70-a- 
day habit. “I don’t know what's 
happening in this world. I lost my 
family, my friends, everything.” 

The diminutive, rail-thin addict 
is a casualty of an alarming surge 
in drug use among the citizens of 
this prosperous country. 

In the seven years since allied 
forces rid the country of Iraqi 
troops in the Persian Gulf war, 
authorities have reported sharp 
increases in drug overdoses and 
drug-related arrests. The amount 
of heroin seized has skyrocketed. 
Schools are said to be afflicted by 
substance abuse, including the 
sniffing of glue and solvents. 

In the view of foreign and 
Kuwaiti experts, Kuwait’s drug 
problem stems in pan from rapid 
Westernisation that has eroded 
traditional Islamic values in this 
oil-rich country of 1.6 million, 
more than half of whom are expa- 
triate workers and their families. 
Other factors include boredom, 
affluence and proximity to Iran, a 
major transit point for heroin pro- 
duced in Afghanistan and shipped 
here on motorised wooden dhows. 

"It's a market ripe for the pick- 
ing." a Western diplomat said. 
“You have a young population 
(with money), and you have very 
little in the way of social activi- 
ties to keep people interested." 

. After a period of denial, the 
country’s political leaders have 
begun tq ^face the problem., The 
emir. Sheikh Jabir Ahmad Sabah. 


ordered the formation of a drug 
prevention committee last year. 
State television recently began 
airing specials featuring caution- 
ary tales by recovering addicts. 

“The country has moved very 
fast to a Western way of life, and 
this is one of the effects.’* Ahmad 
Bakj, a conservative Muslim and a 
member of the health committee 
in the parliament, said in a n inter- 
view. “Almost everything that 
happens in the West. Kuwaitis 
imitate.” 

Throughout the conservative 
Arab states of the Gulf, sudden oil 
wealth has caused wrenching 
social change, including an influx 
of drugs. The United Arab Emi- 
rates recently established a central 
drug treatment facility. Narcotics 
Anonymous operates in Bahrain 
and even Saudi Arabia, a country 
of strict Islamic laws where con- 
victed drug dealers are decapitat- 
ed in Riyadh’s central square. 

“Materialism has become every- 
thing in our lives now, whether in 
Kuwait or America,” said Abdul 
Hamid Belali. director of a 
Kuwaiti drug-treatment centre 
that relies heavily on the Koran. 
“Every wealthy country is facing 
this problem." 

The amount of heroin seized in 
Kuwait jumped from seven 
pounds in 1994 to 106 pounds in 
1996. the most recent year for 
which figures are available, 
according to interior ministry sta- 
tistics. 

Drug overdoses killed 52 people 
last jTear, compared with 22 the 
year before, according to statistics 
gathered by Belali. who estimated 
15,000 of the country’s 660.000 
citizens use illegal drugs. Drug- 
related arrests have surged from 
375 in 1992 to 841 in 1996, of 
which a majority — 496 — were 
Kuwaiti citizens, government fig- 
ures show. 

Many Kuwaitis see the 1990 
Iraqi invasion as a turning point. 
It sent much of the population 
fleeing to North America and 
Europe and. after liberation, 
exposed the country to even 
greater outside influence. 

Another' fdctbr.'’ jfccSrdiiig to 
experts, is- boredom. Teenagers,, 
are tantalised by Westetri culture 


absorbed from satellite television 
or during trips abroad. Yet diver- 
sions are few in a conservative 
Islamic society that frowns on 
mingling between the sexes and 
restricts amusement parks to fam- 
ilies. 

“A gramme of heroin (costs 
$328). and for Kuwaitis, this is 
nothing," said Jaber, 31, a former 
fire inspector who recently fin- 
ished a 22-month jail term after he 
was caught with a pound of 
hashish. “I know of girls 13 or 14 
years old who are (using) heroin." 

As elsewhere, drug abuse in 
Kuwait cuts across class and edu- 
cational lines. The local chapter 
of Narcotics Anonymous is direct- 
ed by Abu Abdullah. 40, a round- 
faced stockbroker who drives a 
maroon Lexus and appears to have 
a mobile phone permanently graft- 
ed to his ear. Another participant 
is Nawaf, 26. an army sergeant 
who said he began using heroin 
soon after his release from an 
Iraqi POW camp in 1991. 

After futile attempts at treatment 
in Saudi Arabia and Switzerland, 
Nawaf joined Narcotics Anony- 
mous and has not used drugs since 
beginning its 12-step recovery 
programme in November, he said. 

Drug use is heavily stigmatised 
in Kuwait, and families are reluc- 
tant to seek help for an afflicted 
member. Kuwait has no full-time 
counselling centre, and its main 
drug rehabilitation unit is housed 
in a converted World War II army 
barracks. 

The parliament recently 
approved stiffer drug penalties, 
including death for traffickers, 
although the emir has yet to sign 
off on any executions. 

According to officials, the 
emir's drug committee is laying 
plans for a major anti-drug cam- 
paign, including television pro- 
grammes. advertisements and edu- 
cational materials. 

“The government is concerned, 
but as in other countries, it works 
in slow motion," said an interior 
ministry official who asked to 
remain nameless. “It’s a matter of 


— the Washington Post 


The Saturday Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 foutatwf wires 
6 Psrlnwnot 
■Chews’ 

10 Gush forth 
14 Assassinated 
Egyptian 

18 Native AJaskan 

20 Work tar 

21 Soft drink 

22 Wonderland girt 

23 Barber's Rower? 

25 A Baldwin brother 

26 Repairs 

27 Doomed venture 
26 Ollnfs fruit? 

30 Set of parts to be 
assembled 

31 Of rBsbftanca to 
motion 

32 Edge of a primed 
papa 

36 limH now 
38 Reafflrmers 

43 Potential oaks 

44 Writer Morrison 

45 Get up 

46 Jalopy 

47 Change sale 
prices 

48 Pueblo people 
48 Gentle 

50 Funeral hymn 

51 Beefs triangular 
power source 

53 SUghtly spoted 

54 Prohibited with 
authority 

55 Beanies and 
berets 

56 Hwy.sign 

57 Helper 

58 Com concoction 
58 Pub preferences 
60 Pete's flower? 


DOWN 

1 Olympian Lewis 

2 Imitation butter 

3 Checkers side 

4 Fine, dry particles 
of matter 

5 Hosiery 

6 Second edit 

7 Scoffer's laughs 

8 New York canal 

9 Furthermore 

10 Mountaineer 

11 _ bear 

12 Shock 

13 Goofiest 

14 Taste test 

15 Toward shelter 

16 Actress Merrffl 

17 Aussie rockers 

18 John , 

intervlawei/planlst 

24 WUertaBs? 

28 B'rith 

28 In one's right mind 

31 Former Spanish 
toehold In Africa 

32 Actress Mason 

33 Solvent ingredient 

34 Him around 

35 Asa's tableware? 

36 bong scarves 

37 Sorry trout that 


63 Pasolini movie of 
1875 

67 the Terrible 

69 Quakar pranoun 

70 Before, in poetry 

71 Concoct 

72 Photo tacos, often 

75 ’Moonstruck* star 

76 Of an 
assassinated 
Roman dictator 

78 Create e totem 
pole, e.g. 

79 Natural sateWte 

80 Pea holders 

81 Inexact 

82 Highest point 

83 Bowler's targets 

84 Satisfactory: slang 

85 Cry-taby 

86 One at the beck 

88 'Two Women* star 
Sophia 

89 'Gunsmoke* star 

90 Selfless Individual 

92 Actor AKstair 

93 Ben's fruk? 

97 Showing national 
pride 

103 Dressing choice 

104 Ms. Fitzgerald 

105 Adolph's metai? 

106 Mra. Ralph 
Kramden 

107 Up to something 

108 Reliable 
scuttlebutt 

109 Old-time actor 

Ernest 

110 Potato, slang 

111 Carryall 

112 Bristles on 
grasses 

113 Of an ecological 
cycle 


39 Byron's Ivy 
League school 

40 Architect 
Saarinen 

41 Efccesafve anger 

42 Hgfrtalled it 
45 JdieTsbeau 

48 Attempt a pickup 

49 KawWns Day 

50 Winter quarters 

52 Tapestry In 
■Hamlet* 

53 Phfanthropist 

54 Baflots 

57 Pale 

58 French fathers 

61 Attitudes of a 
People 

62 Heavy and inert 

64 Space between 
leaf veins 

65 Rental 
agreements 

66 Tftie-hofctera 
68 Two-flnger 

gesture 

72 Sign of damage 

73 Knight's weapon 

74 ’ la Douce’ 

75 Lowest female 
voice 


1 2 3 4 |6 


h * « » 


l-K) 111 1 12 1 13 


|« lie in |rr iia 


182 133 134 136 


163 194 186 |W 


iM moo iioi ins 


76 Alternative io a 

Pepsi 

77 Scaremongers 
79 Abuse 

60 Separate 

83 Game played on 
horseback 

84 San CaSfomla 

85 CbBd In Scotland 
87 Pdverizer 

86 Bind, as with cord 

91 In the dark 

92 Staircase 

93 Unruly kid 

94 Followers of tra 

95 Module 

96 homo (Behold 

the man) 

97 Front of a ship 

98 Long, king time 
98 Fairy-tata monster 

100 <k*ikal 

101 Lowest parts of 
small intestines 

102 440 In letters 
105 Coflege student's 

figure: abbr. 


Lest Sunday's Crossword Solved 


□□□□□ HQE3U SHOO □□□QD 
□□□□a nisEQ □□□□ □□□□□ 
QQDQQ □□□□□□□□□ UtJUUU 
□3GQ BEDaaa HaoaaGGGQ 
□[□□□□□ nuu □□□ nan 
□□□Hsman DaanoQDo 
laonaaDQnHDaaonanHn 
IGHQBQ OLIHElu ZZiODG □ □□□! 
!□□□□ QBLia □□□□□ □□□□□ 
(□□□ ULO □□□□□ □□□□□□] 
□□□□□BQaQQaanauna 

I HQDQCJa QQDEQ 0HQ BIDDl 

□□□□□ □anas □□□□ □□□□I 
□□□□ heqq □naan □□□□□I 

□DDGQDDD □□□□□□□□ 

□no boh □□□ minimal 
HtnnnasHnn HEanoa ananl 
□oaaH ncHBaannH □□□□□! 

□ UUUU GCJDO □□BEJ □ □QOQ1 
□□□□□ □ □□□ □□□□ EQQQQI 


Pakistan vows to match any 
Indian threat with ‘vengeance’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

cleric extolled worshippers to 
“thank God for Pakistan's suc- 
cessful nuclear tests,” 

After the tests were 
announced people danced in 
the streets, hugged each other 
and offered sweets — a tradi- 
tional gesture of celebration. 

A nuclear weapons balance 
between India and Pakistan 
could be a formula for stability 
on the volatile South Asian 
subcontinent, said Mr. Ayub. 

But, be worried that a bel- 
ligerent India would easily 
upset the balance. 

Pakistan’s nuclear tests were 
denounced Friday by nations 
on the grounds that the tests 
escalated die arms race and 
undennined the stability of 
South Asia. 

Several countries also 
imposed sanctions against Pak- 
istan to protest its five nuclear 
test explosions Thursday. 
Many of the measures were 
similar to those announced 
against India after it exploded 
the same numb er of nuclear 
devices two weeks ago. 

Britain said it is withdrawing 
its ambassador to Pakistan 
imme diately and will scale 
down military cooperation 
with Islamabad. 

“Our objective is dear to 
impress cm India and P akistan 
the urgent need to adhere to the 
global iron-proliferation 
regime, to conduct no further 
tests, and to begin a dialogue 
which will go to the heart of 
the differences between them." 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
said in a statement 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl condemned the Pakistani 
test blasts but said he opposes 
economic sanctions against 
Pakistan and India because 
experience shows they do not 
wort 

He urged international diplo- 
matic pressure on India and 
Pakistan. 

Condemnation of the tests 
'was strong in Asia. 

In Tokyo, Prime Minister 


Ryu taro Hashimoto said Japan 
will cut off new economic aid 
and loans to Pakistan, die same 
penalties Tokyo imposed on 

India 

‘The nuclear tests do not just 
involve Pakistan but fly direct- 
ly in the face of die nuclear 
Non-proliferation Treaty, deep- 
en die crisis, and dearly threat- 
en stability in the region,” Mr. 
Hashimoto said in a nationally 
televised speech in Japan. 

Earlier this month, Japan 
suspended aid to India worth 
about $300 million and froze 
fresh loans to the country. Pak- 
istan will lose about the same 
amount 

Takashd Hiraoka, mayor of 
Hiroshima, the firs; city ever 
attacked by an atomic weapon, 
said of Pakistan cm Thursday: 
'This was a rash act that has 
ignored die demands of 
international society seeking 
die abolition of nuclear 
weapons. 

In Iran, whose eastern border 
is near Pakistan’s test site. For- 
eign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmud Mohammadi said. 
The current nuclear arms race 
is a serious danger:" Iran also 
blamed existing nudear pow- 
ers for not waiting harder to 
eliminate nuclear weapons. 

“This is a race which has 
been caused by the weakness 
of the five nuclear powers’ 
political will because they have 
failed to agree to die 
international community's 
wish for complete nuclear dis- 
armament” Philippines Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos criticised 
Pakistan for “diverting scarce 
resources to nuclear weapons 
and missile development pro- 
grammes from the imperatives 
of economic and social devel- 
opments." Praise for Pakistan's 
action was rare but not 
unheard. 

Jordan's Islamic Action 
Front hailed the Pakistani 
bomb as the “achievement of 
the century" which ‘liberates 
the Muslims from subordina- 
tion and allows them to ChoOse' 
their own strategic future.” 


Still, most of the reaction Fri- 
day echoed the condemnation 
levelled at Pakistan on Thurs- 
day by leaders from Beijing to 
WashingKwt. 

The Indian prime minister, 
Aral Bihari Vajpayee, said Pak- 
istan’s five test Masts vindicat- 
ed India's decision to explode 
similar devices. He urged 
India's Parliament to present a 
unified front to Pakistan’s 
“challenge.” But Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
said his country had little 
choice but to follow India’s 
example after the international 
community failed to punish 
New Delhi for its tests. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
condemned Pakistan's deci- 
sion to join the world's nuclear 
dub as a lost opportunity. “We 
have no choice but to impose 
sanctions," he said. 

“It is now more urgent than it 
was yesterday that both Pak- 
istan and India renounce fur- 
ther tests, sign the Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaty and take 
decisive steps to reduce ten- 
sions in South Asia and reverse 
the dangerous arms race,” Ml 
C linton said. 

The United States cut off all 
non-humanitarian aid to India 
after its tests and is trying to 
block all lending to India by 
the World Bank, die 
International Monetary Fund 
and other international finan- 
cial agencies. Pakistan’s econ- 
omy is less robust than India’s, 
and similar sanctions would be 
damaging. 

China, like the United States 
a nuclear power, expressed 
'regret over Pakistan’s tests and 
urged it a nd I ndia to renounce 
their nuclear weapons pro- 
grammes to stop tensions from 
escalating. 

United Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan deplored 
Pakistan's tests and echoed the 
call by many for both the Indi-* 
ans and Pakistanis to sign the 
test ban treaty and pledge not 
to use nuclear weapons against 
1 ooe another. 

Pakistan’s foreign minister 


told the Associated Press that 
India’s “almost daily threats" 
against Pakistan were rapidly 
pushing the subcontinent 
toward “a mew? or less unde- 
clared war situation. . . a dan- 
gerous situation ,” he said. 

Within hours of testing its 
nuclear devices, Pakistan's 
President declared a stale of 
emergency, citing throats of 
“external aggression.” 

although Finance Minister Sar- 
taj Aziz says economic worries 
also were a factor. 

Mr. Ayub said Pakistan had 
“credible evidence” that India 
was preparing to bomb its 
nuclear installations — three of 
which are within a 50-kilome- 
tre radius of the federal capital 
of Islamabad. 

Pakistan scrambled its air 
force, Mr. Ayub contacted 
ambassadors representing the 
five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil and India's ambassador to 
Pakistan. 

“I didn’t sleep all night . . . 
we were here waiting," he said. 

By Friday Mr. Ayub said the 
threk from India had been 
reduced, because India had lost 
the element of surprise. 

Messrs. Ayub. Aziz and 
Sharif said sanctions likely to 
follow the testing will mean 
hard times, but people will sur- 
vive. 

Previously when Pakistan 
has been sanctioned ii has 
prospered, said Mr. Ayub. 

He said Pakistan moved for- 
ward on its nuclear weapons 
programmes during the past 
nine years — while under 
complete sanctions by the 
United States, imposed in 1990 
because Washington was upsel 
by Pakistan's nuclear weapons 
programme. 

But Mr. Ayub said Pakistan 
did wait before testing to see 
what protection against a 
threatening neighbour it could 
expect to receive from the 
Western world and the strength 
of the outrage against Indian 
testing. 


Reducing UNRWA services is ‘recipe for disaster’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Prince complained 
that UNRWA had to under- 
take several austerity mea- 
sures and cost-reduction 
moves in the last few years 
due to shortage of funds. 

Last week, the Prince 
inaugurated an UNRWA 
facility in the Jordan Valley 
town of Waqqas, built 
through a $450,000 contri- 
bution from the U.S. gov- 
ernment to serve 10.000 
refugees in areas of health 
and social services. 

He hailed the Waqqas 
facility saying it was die 
result of cooperation 
between the U.S., Jordan 
and UNRWA. 

“This, I believe, is the 
purpose of our meeting 
here today — to work 
together to shoulder our 
joint responsibilities 
towards refugees.” 

Prince Hassan lauded a 
10 per cent increase in U.S. 
contribution to UNRWA, 
urging other donor nations 
to increase their contribu- 
tions. He also invited others 
to “join its donors club." 

At the meeting, attended 
by representatives of 28 
donor nations, the U.S. 
announced an additional $7 
million, bringing their con- 
tribution to a record level of 
$77 million — the largest 
by any single state. 

Despite limited resources, 
Jordan's annual $250 per 
capita expenditure on 
refugees in the Kingdom 
exceeded UNRWA’s annual 
$56 per capita spent on Jor- 
dan-based refugees, he 
said. 


Jordanian officials will 
continue spending on 
refugees to provide them 
with a dignified life until 
they regain their legitimate 
right to return and/or com- 
pensation. 

“We have done every- 
thing within our means to 
improve the quality of life 
in refugee camps, and to 
meet their needs for health 
services, educational ser- 
vices, and job opportuni- 
ties." Prince Hassan said. 

However, he criticised 
some “parties" that wanted 
UNRWA to stop helping 
refugee camps in Jordan on 
grounds life there was 
much better than in similar 
camps dotting other Arab 
countries. 

“This I find unacceptable. 
The new notion that host 
countries should single- 
handedly meet the humani- 
tarian needs of refugees is 
also unrealistic. It is sim- 
ply beyond our means. 
Others should share the 
enormous burden." he said. 

‘Through UNRWA, we 
must continue to address 
the underlying security 
concern of despair, poverty 
and unemployment" 

He said: “Efforts to 

address the humanitarian 
dimension does not mean 
compromising the political 
rights and aspirations of 
refugees.” 

“We differentiate 

between integration and 
assimilation. The cause of 
refugees is better served if 
they are integrated into the 
society in which they live,” 
he said 

The prince said UNRWA 


which represents the world 
community’s commitment 
to the humanitarian needs 
of refugees, must continue 
its work until a final Arab- 
Israeli settlement is 
achieved. 

“The difficulties facing 
the peace process must 
only strengthen our resolve 
to bring about peace to a 
region that has seen too 
much suffering ” Prince 
Hassan said. 

UNRWA Commissioner 
General. Peter Hansen, in 
his opening remarks, 
referred to management 
reforms taken by the 
agency to trim its budget 
deficit 

He said the deficit in the 
1998 budget of $314 mil- 
lion was expected at $77 
milli on. 

But be said that because 
of austerity measures and 
cost reductions adopted in 
recent years, the agency 
now only needed $21 mil- 
lion to meet the basic needs 
of its core programmes in 
1998. 

According to an UNRWA 
statement, donor nations 
encouraged the agency to 
continue its reform process 


and offered technical 
expertise to assist it. 

Ibrahim Badran, head of 
the Palestinian Affairs 
Department running the 
day-to-day affairs of Pales- 
tinian refugee camps, 
called for a stable and sus- 
tainable funding mecha- 
nism that would include a 
greater number of countries 
contributing to UNRWA's 
annual budget. 

As’ad Abdul Rahman, 
member of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Executive Commit- 
tee in charge of refugees 
and displaced persons, said 
the demise of UNRWA will 
“certainly deal a blow to 
the refugee issue and to the 
Palestinian cause as well.” 

“Accordingly, it will 
leave a negative impact on 
the political stability of the 
whole region,” he added. 

“The PLO and the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) consider refugees to 
be the responsibility of the 
international community 
which must continue to 
support UNRWA, from 
both political and humani- 
tarian angles," Dr. Abdul 
Rahman said. 


Jordan plans to ask for extradition of 
suspect in Shmeisani, Rabia murders 


Annan set to okay new Iraqi 
oil-for-food plan — U.N. official 


ch&Jj 




(Continued from page 1) 

The next step is fcr the Secu- 
rity Council to approve $300 
mfflion in spare pans for Iraq's 
dilapidated oO industry. But 
members disagree on how to do 
this and no action is expected 
untQ next weds. 

Proposals from Britain, Portu- 
gal and Sweden, hacked by the 
United States, would approve 
die $300 million in equipment 


but insist the council's sanctions 
committee on Iraq has to sign 
off on each item as the parts arc 
purchased. 

The committee includes all 15 
council members and allows 
any one of them to Hock a 
request. But France drew up an 
alternative document th& would 
have the council approve imme- 
diately a list of spare pats as 
proposed by oil experts engaged 
by the United Nations. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Following die come, one of 
the four suspects, Ahmad 
Mohammad, left the country, 
the pdice official said. 

Several days knee, dte sus- 
pects decided to kfll Hajibi “due 
to differences between Mm and 
Jaghabeeu,” Lt Geo. Mar- 
zoukahsrid. 

The police official noted that 
the killing of die three Jordani- 
ans in Shmeisani was because 
of "personal differences" 
between Sa’ad and Jagbabeen. 

On April 8, Jagbabeen and 
Ensour arrived at Sa’ad’s clin- 
ic. “Unfortunately Naddah and 
his son arrived at die clinic arxl 
were pulled inride and killed 
along with Sa’ad,” he added. 

The police official declined to 
reveal what “personal efiffer- 
ences" were behind tbs killing 
of the psychiatrist: 

He said that many patients 


treated by Sa’ad were interro- 
gated by police “but none of 
them had any link to the crime." 
The police official said that 
about 3,300 patients were treat- 
ed by the psychiatrist 

Lt Gen. Matzoukoh said that 
d»e investigation is now being 
handed over to the persecutor 
general set the cri minal court 
"who will unveil other details 
about the two crimes." 

Gen. Maizoukah denied that 
the assets of Iraqi defector Hus- 
sein Kamel President Saddam 
Hussein’s son in law, were 
behind the murders. 

T can assure everybody that 
die two murders had nothing to 
do wi fe Hussein Kamel nor any 
other foreign party. They also 
had no political motive,” Gen. 
Maizoukah sakl during the 9G- 
minute press conference held at 
the Amman poBce headquar- 
ters. 
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Rather than merely defining the obstacles in the vath of progress 


Crown Prince stresses finding solutions, taking 


practical steps to improve performance, productivity 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan Thursday 
presided over a meeting held at the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) to dis- 
cuss financing the industrial sector. 

The meeting was a follow-up to that 
which was held at the Ministry of 
Planning under the chairmanship of 
the Crown Prince and which focused 
on studies of the economic sectors 
and on reaching practical steps to 
improve economic performance. 

These meetings reflect the interac- 
tion between the state’s institutions 
and demonstrate the country’s move 
from a stage of economic stability to 
economic growth, according to 
Prince Hassan. 

At the meeting, which was attended 
by deputy prime minister and minis- 
ter of information Abdullah Ensour 
and several cabinet ministers in addi- 
tion to the CBJ governor, Ziyad 
Fariz, and representatives of the pri- 
vate sector. Prince Hassan stressed 
that emphasis should be put on prac- 
tical steps to be adopted by the dif- 
ferent economic sectors 

The studies which were prepared by 
a Ministry of Planning committee 
covered the textile, mining and the 


pharmaceuti- 
cal manufac- 
turing indus- 
tries but the 
Central Bank 
study covered 
the " role of 
industrial 
financing and 
its contribu- 
tion to devel- 
opment within 
the framework 
of a clear and 
integrated 
industrial 



strategy. 

Prince Has- 
san empha- 
sised the need 
to focus on 
finding solu- 
tions and on 
taking practi- 
cal steps to improve the performance 
and productivity rather than merely 
defining the obstacles in the path o’f 
progress. 

Emphasising the importance of the 
industrial sector in attaining econom- 
ic development. Prince Hassan called 


on Jordanian 
industries to ben- 
efit from the 
experiences of 
other countries, 
to un-dertake 
continuous train- 
ing programmes 
for wo-rkers and 
to ad-opt 

research plans. 

He highlighted 
the importance of 
communicating 
with the public 
and providing it 
with information 
about develop- 
ment in the eco- 


nomic sector. . 

The Crown Pri- 
nce expressed 
hope that the out- 
' come of these 
meetings will have its positive 
impact on the country's policies con- 
cerning development and on the liv- 
ing standards of Jordanian citizens 
The CBJ study expressed apprecia- 
tion of Jordan’s success in the imple- 
mentation of the economic restruc- 


turing programme as agreed on with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) but it pointed out that the 
results still fall short of achieving the 
national aspirations. 

It noted that the country still faces 
obstacles impeding the market’s per- 
formance and that human and other 
resources are not effectively utilised. 

The study, which said that econom- 
ic gains must be felt by the different 
sectors of the society, pointed out 
that the private sector has not 
responded fully to the economic 
restructuring programmes. 

It said that the industrial sector, 
which is responsible for 25 per cent 
of the national economic growth and 
17.2 per cent of the gToss domestic 
product, is capable of contributing 
more towards economic development 
in Jordan. 

The study called for the adoption of 
an industrial policy that caters to the 
social objectives taking into consid- 
eration factors connected with mar- 
keting and management. 

It recommended that the role of the 
Industrial Development Bank be pro- 
moted aad that more credits be avail- 
able for small industries. 


Air France pilots threaten 
chaos for World Cup 


IMF hails austerity package in Russia 


PARIS (AFP) — Air 
France pilots have threat- 
ened chaos for the World 
Cup soccer finals as the lat- 
est talks with management 
failed, with each accusing 
the other of intransigence. 

“We’re going to stop 
wasting time talking to 
management and prepare 
for a conflict.” said Jean- 
Charles Corbet, the head of 
the main pilots' union, the 
SNPL. ‘There . is no 
progress on the Air France 
side.” 

The meeting was required 
by law after the union earli- 
er this week notified the 
government of its plans for 
a June 1-15 strike which 
could be extended. France 
hosts the soccer tournament 
from June 10 to July 12. 

The Air France manage- 
ment regretted that the 
“SNPL again demonstrated 
its refusal to negotiate.” No 
new meeting was sched- 
uled between the two sides. 

Air France, meanwhile, 
announced unexpectedly it 
would ground up to 90 per 
cent of its flights in an 
apparent bid to pile pres- 
sure on the government and 
on trade unions to settle the 


pay row. 

Air France, the official 
World Cup airline, said 


between 75 per cent and 90 
per cent of flights would be 
cancelled from June 1 to 4 
due to a strike call by six 
pilots’ trade unions over 
proposed pay cuts. 

The company would 
maintain 10 per cent of its 
long-haul flights and 25 per 
cent of its medium-haul 
flights from Roissy-Charles 
de Gaulle airport, north of 
Paris, and 17 per cent of 
short and medium-haul 
flights from the Orly air- 
port south of the capital. 

Three smaller pilots 
unions released a.- -joint' 
statement that also con- 
demned the management's; 
unwillingness to seek a 
compromise. 

Air France this week 
pledged to get footballers 
to and from matches in the 
10 cities playing host to 
World Cup Games whether 
or not there was a strike. 

But with all eyes to focus 
on France as the four-year- 
ly Cup gets under way. the 
government is keen to 
avoid the spotlight beaming 
in on strike action. Truckers 
this week reneged on 
protest threats but it 
remains to be seen whether 
railway drivers will hold 
off as the football fest kicks 
off. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
IMF praised Russia Friday 
for its new-found fiscal 
zeal, hinting it would 
reward an uncompromising 
austerity’ package with a 
vital $670 million loan 
installment within weeks. 

Hailing the tough fiscal 
measures announced Fri- 
day as the correct panacea 
for a struggling economy 
with a vulnerable currency, 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said it would 
speed up approval of the 
loan tranche, likely to 
restore a measure of confi- 
dence to nervous markets. 

“We will speed this 
process up so it should be 
possible to fix the date of 
(an IMF board) meeting 
within a few weeks and 
certainly before the end of 
June,” top IMF official 
John Odling-Smee told 
reporters in Moscow. 

“I expect the board to 
decide (on the tranche) on 
the day they have the meet- 
ing." Mr. Odling-Smee 
said. “If they decide yes as 
I expect, the money would 
become available within a 
couple of days." 

The IMF tranche is seen 
as a vital step towards 
restoring confidence in 
Russia’s financial system, 
creaking under the strain of 
an investor exodus, tum- 
bling stock and bond mar- 
kets and a vulnerable rou- 


ble. 

“This is the news that 
we’ve been waiting for,” 
said Rory MacFarquhar, an 
economist with the Russia- 
European Centre for Eco- 
nomic Policy. 

“Presumably it means 
that the IMF is prepared at 
a pinch to cut through some 
of its own bureaucracy and 
rally behind the govern- 
ment at a time of great 
need, and that’s exactly 
what we're in at the 
moment,” he added. 

The government package 
detailed a series of tough 
steps, pledging to squeeze 
five billion roubles ($810 
million) out of tax delin- 
quents in the next month*-*' 
alone, and to speed upjjjjt 
vatisations to garner a fur- - 
ther 15 billion roubles 
($2.43 million) this year. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
sacked the head of the tax 
service, Alexander Pochi- 
nok, replacing him with 
reformist Boris Fyodorov, 
and promised to pay dose 
personal attention to finan- 
cial developments, using 
his head-of-staie contacts 
to solicit international sup- 
port in times of trouble. 

“It is at such critical 
times that the authorities 
are tested for strength, 
maturity and ability to act,” 
Mr. Yeltsin said, reserving 
praise for his own govern* 
ment for weathering the 


storm lashing Russia's 
finandal system. 

Finance Minister Mikhail 
Zadornov said that the 
storm had now passed. 

While the package 
appeared to have won over 
the IMF. markets were 
more cautious. Stocks 
which have lost 40 per cent 
this month alone shed a 
further 3.5 per cent on a 
downgrade of Russia's bor- 
rowing ratings by 
Moody's, while bond 
yields remained high. 

The rouble, however, 
continued to draw confi- 
dence from the decision by 
the central bank on 
Wednesday to triple inter- 
esr- rates to 150: per cent, 
gaining a kopeck against 
the“dollar to 6.138 on the 
Moscow Interbank Curren- 
cy Exchange. 

The government’s inabil- 
ity to collect revenues has 
raised to panic levels con- 
cern over the hole in the 
budget, sending stocks and 
bonds into free fall and 
sowing concern among 
IMF officials about the 
government’s ability to run 
a tight ship. 

Last week, the govern- 
ment announced spending 
cuts of 42 billion roubles 
and new duties and import 
taxes which would raise 
revenues by 10 billion rou- 
bles this year to close the 
fiscal gap and meet IMF 


requirements. 

In response, the govern- 
ment announced an all out 
war on tax dodgers Friday, 
threatening to link oil com- 
panies' access to interna- 
tional pipelines to prompt 
tax payment from July 1. 

Later Friday, the emer- 
gency tax commission gave 
a handful of companies two 
weeks to pay up or face 
bankruptcy proceedings. 

The government pledged 
to push on with its privati- 
sation programme for 1998 
to boost the public purse, 
despite the flop earlier this 
week of the Rosneft oil 
holding company tender. 

Mr, Yeltsin, meanwhile, 
signed a' decree making it 
easier r: for tax. ‘ police’ * to ' 
impound property of 
chronic defaulters, having 
already warned Russia’s 
super-rich Thursday to pay 
up or face criminal pro- 
ceedings. 

“The situation that has 
arisen has forced the gov- 
ernment to resort to a sig- 
nificant correction in tax- 
budgetary policies, and the 
central bank in its credit- 
monetary policies,” the 
government statement said. 

“All this was done with 
the single aim of defending 
the stability of the Russian 
rouble and consequently of 
the economy as a whole,” it 
emphsised. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you’re 
(hat requires physical stamina, such as yarf 
putting on a spare bedroom, you’ll have a gre^^^, 
And by the time darkness falls, you’ll be 
other activity for which passionate fire sighfr 
famous. Save some energy for that. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a gooddgyjg 
en terrain at home. You can’t afford to travel, andyeti 
probably don’t want to, anyway. Besides, peopfc|ge# 
come over to your place. You throw a party 

because you always make them feel like family. TKsjs5| 
love to bring something, too. Zfj- 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is a goodrisie,$f 
Learning things physically, rather than iniellecauaK^: 
example, have you ever thought about becoming^ po£ 
ter, carpenter or guitar player? If you start iessonsnow^ 
it’ll be easy to acquire the skills. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) This could be a good 
day to have a garage sale. You're a great wheeIer-deal T 
er, and you could be in luck. People will be in the mood 
to pay more, figuring they're getting higher quality for 
their money. You can accommodate that without. my 
problem at all. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is a great day fora 
party-. If you know a bunch of performance, get them all 
together. Entertainers and athletes will be in absolutely 
spectacular form. Or how about team sports? Sandlot 
baseball? Tag football?. Everybody wants to get 
involved, so let them! • 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a good 
weekend for cleaning things out — your closets, your , 
attic, whatever needs tidying up. Do it now. ITU be rel- 
atively easy to make decisions about what to keep and 
what to let go. You'll feel so much better after it’s done 
that it won’t seem like much trouble at all. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) It’s a good time 
for a party and for sports activities. It’s also good for 
travel. You have luck in love as welL whatever you're 
doing doesn't cost much money. If you stick within 
those parameters, you could have an absolutely outra- 
geous time this weekend. - 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A strong 
leader wants you to follow, and that could be best for 
now. You don’t have quite enough strength to launch a 
good offensive. Besides, it will make you look gracious 
if you comply: It will also give the impression that you 
an be led. It’s always useful for others to think that 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Today is excellent for travel, especially with an inter- 
esting person. Camping, hiking and bike riding are 
good ideas, or some other activity that gets you out into 
nature. A combination of intellectual and physical activ- 
ity will be very refreshing. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Some- 
times you’re rather tight with money. Today, talk your- 
self Into getting rometinng c nice. This coidd be a work- 
related item, which is no surprise. Just about everything 
Capricorns do is work-related, one way or another. If 
it’s deductible, it’s OK, right? 

AQUARIUS: (January 2Iito February 19) This would 
be a great day to. g ei Drained. If you already have it 
planned, congratulations! You probably had a good 
astrologer helping pick the date. Be careful with com- 
mitments. They’ll last for a. very long time, so choose 
things that will help you flourish. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) If you've been 
pondering, a constroction project this weekend,' you 
coaldn’t have found a better time for it. Not only will 
you-be -thinking more, clearly, so will everybody else. 
Gather a bunch of them together and do something awe- 
some.- - “ - 
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Net profit generated by General 
Investment Company drops by 11.7% to JD1.8m 


** THE GENERAL Investment 
Company (GICi posted a JD1.8 million 
net profit last year but the amount was 
1 1.7 per cent less than the profit generat- 
ed in 1996. However, the board of direc- 
tors proposed distributing JD0.7 million 
in dividends to shareholders who recom- 
mended amending the 10 per cent rate 
offered by the board to 11 per cent. 
Accordingly, the tax on the dividends to 
be distributed will be taken from the 
retained earnings. 

The company distributed dividends at a 
rate of 15 per cent in 1996 when its capi- 
tal was JD3.4 million. On Feb. 24. 1997, 
the GIC capitalised JD 1 .95 million of vol- 
untary reserves and JD1.65 million of 
retained earnings to raise its capital to 
JD7 million. 

Board Chairman Farfaan Abu Jaber told 
the general assembly that GIC registered 
around JD6.3 million in total sales of 


which JD6.06 million were in the local 
market. Despite the decline in local sales 
by 2.4 per cent from the level recorded in 
1996. Mr. Abu Jaber indicated that the 
company exported a “good” volume of 
Amstel beer to Palestinian self-rule areas 
and “moderate quantities of alcohol-free 
malt to Libyan markets. He emphasised 
that the company seeks to export larger 
quantities during 1998 due to Amstel’s 
well-known international brand. 

According to the annual report, GIC 
paid a total of JD2.12 million in sales tax 
to the Ministry of Finance. The compa- 
ny's total assets amounted to JD 10.1 mil- 
lion of which JD3.73 million were current 
assets and the remaining JD6.35 million 
were fixed assets. Other assets in the form 
of investments in affiliated firms amount- 
ed to JD 1 .93 million. Shareholders' equi- 
ty totalled JD9.8 million, an S.S per cent 
increase over the 1996 total. 


Jordan accounts for $200m of total guarantees 
provided by major Arab institution 


** THE INTER Arab Investment 
Guarantee Corporation has provided a 
total of $1 .4 billion in guarantees last year 
with Jordan taking a 15 per cent share or 
about $200 million of the amount, the 
corporation’s director for operations. 
Abdul Maqsood Isa. said in a lecture at 
the Jordan Trade Association (JTA) 
recently. 

The corporation covers non-commercial 
risks such os confiscation and nationalisa- 
tion. inability to transfer funds or war. It 


also provides guarantees to Arab exports 
to other Arab countries such as the bank- 
ruptcy of the importer in addition to other 
non -commercial risks. 

JIA President Bassam Saket said the 
lecturer was invited by his organisation 
and the topic of investment guarantees 
and export guarantees was discussed 
Thursday during the visit of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan to the 
Central Bank fAl Ra’i). 
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Broker sees investors continuing to focus on bank shares 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special lo ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Banking sec- 
tor took the lion's share of 
the turnover at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
during last week's trading 
which declined by almost 
59.2 per cent compared 
with the previous week, a 
broker said Friday. 

The AFM weekly bulletin 
indicated that turnover dur- 
ing the past week amounted 
to JD4.9 million, compared 
to JD12 million in the pre- 
vious week. 


The bulletin showed that 
2.S million shares were 
traded and spread over 
2,522 contacts. Daily trad- 
ing amounted to JD1J2 mil- 
lion compared to JD2.4 mil- 
lion a week ago. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the AFM. said the Arab and 
Housing banks received the 
attention of local and for- 
eign investors due to their 
“competitive prices." 

“Most of the trading in the 
two banks 1 shares was 
recorded by non-Jordanian 
investors. This attitude will 
continue to prevail for quiet 


some time," Mr. Naqeeb 
told the Jordan Times. 

Earlier this year, the two 
banks decided to distribute 
a free share to each share- 
holder. which led to the 
split of their shares and 
their prices reduced by half 
of the normal rate. 

He said that among the 
reasons that led to the 
decline in the turnover was 
the one day holiday on 
Monday, which reduced the 
number of working days to 
four compared with five in 
the previous week. 

The broker indicated that 


other sectors did not record 
a tangible turnover 
“because their financial sit- 
uations were not encourag- 
ing." 

Mr. Naqeeb said industri- 
al sector shares are mostly 
linked to foreign factors 
“such as the situation in 
Iraq, which accounts for the 
bulk of the Kingdom's for- 
eign trade." 

The AFM bulletin indicat- 
ed the general price index 
increased to 1S0.29 point 
compared with 179.3 point 
in the previous week, or 
0.98 point increase. 


It showed that the banking 
sector won JD2.5 million of 
the total turnover, or 52.5 
per cent, followed by the 
industrial sector with JD1.7 
million, or 35.8 per cent. 
The services sector was in 
third place at JD530.000, or 
10.8 per cent and finally 
insurance sector with 
JD46.000 or 0.9 per cent 
Out of the 83 firms that 
traded at the AFM. 27 firms 
recorded increase in their 
share prices, 39 companies 
registered decrease while 
17 firms witnessed no 
change in their prices. 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JOR DAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan M arketplace 



Many viiias and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079*30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.Jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. S\ nibhoiij v) ^ 5 sy lc 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality tii 
1 hour service 
Develop your cdfour;flrtr 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo sob 
30 % larger . ; 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. ..... 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grind Jays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



fc ? Deluxe Viiias 
and Apartments 








OuaSty Samfced Suiim 


♦One & Two Bedrooms ♦Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes ♦Daily & 
Long Stay ♦Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

c-malt : CRYSTALS go. open. 


H Amra i/'uru’Ti Hnir-l Phone 

A m man - ( ’an'O - Bio 5 5 2 7 1 1 8 




LTtfrieri^aurant 
* . 




FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At Competitive Prices 


AL-FUHA1S FRESH PORK SHOP 
Near the Baccalaurent School 
Tel.: 726459 


I kih- | ™ 


y 

\m>\ a 


Pub & Restaurant 
Join Us & Judge 
for yourself 

UVf- Mi. 'SIC 
MONDAY (-■ nu ' RSI) AY 

Opart fur Lunch Daily 
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Passarella’s men out 


to win 3rd World Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Dual World Cup winners Argentina are 
coming to the boil just at the right time. 

At one stage, the heroes of 1978 and 1986 looked to be 
struggling to qualify but Daniel Passarella’s team came 
good and in the end coasted to France 98, topping their 
group with five straight wins. 

And success against Bosnia. Chile and South Africa in 
recent friendlies suggest they will be a match for any team, 
especially with the excellent Fiorendna striker Gabriel 
Batistuta enjoying superb form. 

Out in the cold after a nine-month absence “Bangor is 
now a valued component in Passarella’s line-up, scoring a 
hat-trick against Bosnia, clinching the winner in the Chile 
game and a header in their final warm-up againt South 
Africa. The 29-year-old will be making his second appear- 
ance in the World Cup finals. 

Another key figure is sJampdoria’s Juan Veron, whose 
dynamic presence contirbutes to a strong attacking midfield 


with Ariel Ortega, who played in all bar one of Argentina’s 
16 qualifying games. 

A stuttering start, including defeats to Ecuador and 
Bolivia and uninspiring goalless draws with Peru and 
Uruguay left Passarella staring at a summer doing the gar- 
dening. 

But a great late run of seven games without a hitch 
booked Argentina a place at their 12th finals. 

Passarella, captain in 1978, is a strict disciplinarian, and 
has banned long hair, earrings and homosexuals from his 
squad. 

The former defender is blessed with a seasoned defence 
which let in only 13 goals throughout the entire 14-month 
qualifying session. 

Argentina have been handed a kind draw in Group H; up 
against World Cup newcomers Japan. Jamaica and Croatia, 
and are on many people's shortlists io progress far in the 
tourn ament 


Austria 
back 
in the 
big time 


Belgians scrape through 
to 5th finals on the trot 


PARIS (AFP) — It wasn’t 
pretty, but who cares. 
Belgium booked a ticket to 
their fifth consecutive 
World Cup finals by scrap- 
ing through against the 
Republic of Ireland in the 
play-off stages. 

Georges Leekens' ageing 
but talented side overcame 
the jitters when beating the 
men in green 2-1 at a rain- 
lashed King Baudoin stadi- 
um in November, thanks in 
the main to a virtuoso dis- 
play by Luc Nilis. 

The PSV Eindhoven 
striker put’ two past Ireland. 
At the peak of his form he 
will prove a great boon to 
Leekens in France. 

Appointed in place of the 
sacked Wilfried Van Moer 
last year. Leekens cuts a 
charismatic figure on the 


managerial stage, playing 
cat and mouse with the Irish 
in the run up to the first 
play-off match in Dublin. 

Eccentric he may be, but 
the former Brugge defender 
is an achiever too. 

“My first task.” he said 
after assuming control, 
“was to create a new posi- 
tive mentality within the 
squad. There seemed to be 
little motivation, (he atmos- 
phere was depressing. I’m 
glad to say that’s no longer 
the case. We’ve rediscov- 
ered our hunger.” 

Apart from Nilis, 
Belgium have many fine 
players, notably the greased 
lightning striker Luis 
Oliveira, the left side dan- 
ger man Nico Van 
Kerckhoven, and Enzo 
Scifo, who is heading for 



his fourth finals. 

Oliveira is Brazilian-born 
but fell in love with 
Belgium after signing for 
Anderlecht in 19S5. He 
scored on his international 
debut against Tunisia in 
1992 and now' stars at 
Fiorentina. 

The Belgians must have 
raised their collective eyes 
skywards when Holland 


emerged as one of their 
first-round foes for the sec- 
ond finals in a row. 


When the arch-rivals met 
in the searing sun of 
Orlando, a Late goal sealed 
a 1-0 win, but the Dutch 
exacted revenge, slotting 
six goals past their neigh- 
bours in the qualifying 
stages this time around. 


Bmzilready to turn on the, magic again 
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PARIS (AFP) — With a front line 
that turns rivals green with envy, 
Brazil are likely to be the star 
turn of France 98. 

The title holders ooze talent 
from every pore; with players like 
Ronaldo. Romano. Roberto 
Carlos, and are the bookies' 
favourites to emulate their back- 
to-back successes in 1958 and 
1962. 

Doubters will point to the dan- 
gers of over-confidence creeping 
into Mario Zagallo's squad, or 
worse of in-fighting, pointing to 
the coach's rocky relationship 
with Edmundo. 

The Vasco da Gama striker shat- 
tered the Brazilian championship 
goalscoring record with 29 goals 
in 1997 but was abruptly dropped 


by Zas 


igallo after striking an oppo- 
nent last June. His wily silver- 
haired boss suggested he should 
seek psychiatric treatment. . 

One of the most feared forwards 
on his day, Edmundo's appear- 
ance on the pitch is evidently 
dependent on his form off it. 

Brazil have made do with a 
series of friendlies as they fine- 
tune their title defence, their 1-0 
win over England in Le Tournoi 
triggering a 14-match winning 
sequence that came to a rude end 
with the 0-0 draw with Australia 
in the Confederations Cup. 

Denilson of Sao Paulo excelled 
in Le Tournoi, the left-footer 
seducing Zagallo with his explo- 
sive pace on the wing. With 
Leonardo he blocked Juninho's 


tsorj 

place on the national 


path to a 
squad. 

Zagallo himself occupied the 
same position on the left flank as 
Denilson in his playing days. The 
grandfather of Brazilian coaches, 
he was a member of Brazil's vic- 
torious World Cup side in 1958 
and 62, steered the national team 
to victory as coach in 1970 and 
returned as second in command 
to Carlos Alberto Parreira four 
years ago. 

With a first-round date with 
Norway, Scotland and Morocco, 
Brazil are preparing to turn on the 
style this summer. 


PARIS (AFP) — Austria’s 
new-found reliability and 
consistency have served 
them in good stead on the 
road to France. 

Who would have bet on 
them making the 1998 
World Cup at the start of 
the decade, when they suf- 
fered the ignominy of 
defeat at the hands of the 
Faroe Islands? 

Failure to qualify for 
Euro 96 with a 5-3 thrash- 
ing by Northern Island set 
the seal on what had been a 
desperate run. 

Yet here they are in the 
finals, so the question has 
to be put — what has 
changed? 

Very little it seems. 
Herbert Prohaska, coach in 
the dark days, remained at 
the helm, and he kept faith 
with key players like Toni 
Polster and Andreas 
Herzog. But fresh commit- 
ment reaped its reward and 
they finished top of their 
qualifying group, two 
points clear of Scotland. 

The 1934 World Cup 
semi-finalists had at last 
given their supporters 
something to cheer about, 
although their opening 
salvo was hardly encourag- 
ing, a goalless draw against 
the Scots. 

Then a surprise away win 
in Sweden kickstaned their 
campaign, followed by a 
respectable 2-1 defeat of 
Latvia. But then came an 
unwelcome reminder of the 
old Austria when a visit to 
Parkhead resulted in a 2-1 
loss to Scotland. 

From there on in it was 
all positive news for 
! Ppwhaska’s niBm/whp'iwiUi 
: be hacking jg sqe;pff .cnite, 

I andi- Cameroon ' and qualify 
for the second round as 
runners-up behind Italy. 

Lack of firepower in the 
front line may cause 
Prohaska, who won 80 
international caps himself, 
a few headaches, with only 
two of their 17 qualifying 
goals being scored in the 
four games against the two 
toughest sides. 

He will be looking to the 
veteran Polster — knock- 
ing on the door of the leg- 
endary Gerhar Hanappi’s 
record of 90 games for his 
country — and the erst- 
while Bayern Munich star 
Herzog, now with Werder 
Bremen, to produce the 
goods this summer. 
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A MATTER OF TECHNIQUE 
Neither vulnerable. East deals. 


NORTH 
A A 10 7 5 3 2 
<7 A9875 
010 
+ Q 

WEST 
*86 
<?QM 
OKQJ32 
A A 10 9 5 

SOUTH 
*K9 
tf433 
•> A 9 8 5 4 
*762 


EAST 

*QJ4 

?KJ6 

£76 

+ KJ843" 


North's leap to Tour diamonds 
showed s major two-suiter. Wolny. 
South, chose his longer major and 
East, with a near opening hid oppo- 
site a partner who opened and an 
expectation of collecting two trump 
tricks, not surprisingly wielded the 

8X6. 

West led the king of diamonds, 
taken in the closed hand with the 
ace. It is tempting to go for a spade 
ruff immediately in an attempt to 
set up the suit. However, that 
would have been fatal as the cards 
lie. West would overruff and cash 
the ace of clubs, and the defenders 
would still have to come to two 
trump tricks for a one-trick set AD 
declarer could do .was mil against 
the fates that allowed the short 
irump hand to ovemifE 
Wolny realized that there was no 
rush to go after spades. Instead, he 
led a heart from hand and ducked 
in dummy, and the defense had no 
In the 1 960s, Poland bum onto recourse. After winning the trump 
he international bridge scene aa a West forced dummy with a aia- 
■ower to be reckoned with. An mond. but declarer was m 
mbitious youth p rogr a m developed The ace of hearts drew West a 
number of promising players, remaining tttimjfc after which the 
nong whom was Henryk Wolny, king and ace of spades were cashed 
ho died recently of heart prob- and a spade was ruffed to aaup tna 
.me. He was a European Junior suit. Anchor diamond was ruffed 
champion in 1972 and World and. whether' or not Bagt Over- 
Olympiad winner in 1984. Here’s a ruffed, the defenders could not 
sample ofhta technical ability. score more than three Bicka. 
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Bulgaria hoping experience 
can triumph over youth 


PARIS (AFP) — Bulgaria are looking 
to a performance to match that in 
United States four years ago — when 
a golden run took them to the semi- 
finals. 

Having disposed of Germany in the 
quarter-finals thanks to a Yordan 
Letchkov special, they met defeat at 
the hands of Italy but nevertheless 
returned home to Sofia as heroes. 

Falling by the way side at the group 
stage in Euro 96 cost coach Dimitar 
Penev his job, and after some shenani- 
gans involving a Hristo Stoichkov-Ied 
boycott, the players got behind new 
man Hristo Bonev. 


Their performance in the qualifying 
rounds passed off smoothly. They 
headed their group clear of Russia ana 
optimistic about their 


Bonev is 
prospects. 

*‘Euro 96 was a disappointment, he 
said. “It was less than we anticipated. 
We were semi-finalists in America 
and we seriously feel we can obtain a 
medal in France.” 

But he then raises the spectre of age 
dimini shing his squad’s effectiveness 


in the eye of the summer storm. 


“We have had a generation of gTeat 
players, who are still a force at inter- 
national level. I know, however, what 
a long tournament this will be and we 
must have some youth in the squad. I 
have a number of players who are 
beginning to show what they can do.” 

Bonev is counting on the likes of 24- 
year-old Marian Hristov, an exciting 
midfield talent who will have gained 
valuable experience with 
Kaiserslautern in. the German 
Bundesliga. 

But Hristov apart, the squad could 
quite comfortably- fill in for the regu- 
lar cast in the hit American soap 
“Thirtysomething” such is their 
advancing years. 

While experience and team spirit 
will, of course, play a crucial part, fit- 
ness is going to" become an ever- 
important factor as the tournament 
wears on and that could concern 
Bulgaria. 


World Cup countdown 
with Franz Beckenhaue 


Are you a World Cup expert? Then let me challenge youL^ 


14) Football is not free of the vicissi- 
tudes of the world in general and of pol- 
itics in particular. 

The qualifying matches for Mexico in 
1970 led to the “football war” between 
Honduras and El Salvador, but a much 
more important conflict, namely World 


War Two, led to the suspension of Weft 
Cup activities for twelve years. 

The question is: Which 
presented an application to host 
would have been the World Cup &rf 
1942? 




Facts and figures about the participating countries 
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Solve the country contest daily to findjhe phrase 
at the end of Beckenbauer's World Cup countdown 
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• 14) Not all this country’s cit- ' ^ 

•*_ Wizens speak the same language, solution to the 

which time and again prompts wohdciip country .coniest 
; ' bitter dispute. It seems that peo-. . yir* i* W > 
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many books about a pipe-smok- 
T, ing detective, and is usually rais- 
r. ' taken as a native of a neighbour- 
i'.;- ing country. After his death in 
\ 1989 it was revealed that he had 
\ an extremely active sex life. 

. Sex scandals of a different sort 
v " brought world headlines over the 
past couple of years. 

\ Outrage over half-hearted 
fA police and government action 
.f led to mass demonstrations. The 
£ king — a very calm, elderly man 
?. — tried to mediate. 
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ital, which can also claim to be 
X capital of an entire continent, 

V hosting the headquarters of a 
union of 15 members states. Visitors 
< from the United States are said to prefer 
3 coming here on Thursdays. 

However, you can spend any day of the 
; week testing out the claim that more 
French fries are consumed here than in 
any other country in the world. 
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Solution: 


Please enter the letters of the coim- 
|C:j try as instructed in the solution 

squares as follows: 

Second letter of the country ;in posi- conflict followed the break-up of the : 
’ Hnn 7n ' country’s eastern region. In 1986 anoth- ' 


nialists were already setting up the first J 
oil companies, the successors of which T 
continue today — as world oil concerns ?.*■ 
— to exercise a decisive influence on the 
country. 

Ip 1995 there was an outcry worldwide 
in protest at the military regime’s execu- =v 
tion of critics Including an international- 
ly renowned writer. y 

United Nations estimates r are that f 
beftveeriT967 and 1970 a milUbd people • 
died of starvation and other conse- 
quences of war when three years of civil ; 


tion 70. 

Third letter in position 4. 
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er writer from this country received the -j 
Nobel Literature Prize. 


• 15) This country’s political leader- 
i ship has a poor standing with human 
• 2 ' rights activists. 

_ ■ The most populous country of its con- 
tinent has been transformed from an 
agrarian state to regional industrial 
" power above all by its raw materials. 

By the 19th century the British colo- 


Solution: 
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Please enter the letters of the coon- ^ 
try as instructed in the solution f 
squares as follows: . . 

First letter of the country in position. 7 
36. 

Fourth letter in position 32* 
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ANSWERS 


CHALLENGE QUIZ 
12) The answer is Mexican 


Bora 


•Milutinovic, who«is of Serbian exirac- 
^ : tion. in 1986 he coached Mexico, taking 
o..them into the quarterfinals. In 1990 he 
v was coach for Costa Rica, reaching the 
" second round, the same position he 
^’achieved with the United States in 1994. 
“ :He is currently coaching Nigeria in 
^preparation for the 1998 World Cup in 
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TEL: 4634 1 4*T 


Bruce Willis & 
Richard Gere ... in 


THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15. 8:30. 10:30 
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Jim Carry ... in 


LIAR-LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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X S’ CINEMA TEL-J 677420 X / 

CONCORD V 


France. 

. 13) The player we are looking for is 
Alfredo Di Stefano who was born in^ 
Argentina. He played six times ' forf? 
Argentina and 31 for Spain. He was part«^? 
of the Spanish tedm in Chile - but was*?; 
unable to play because of an inopportune 
injury. ’ : 

COUNTRY CONTfjer 
13) Saudi Arabia 
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The biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 


Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
• 10:30 pan. 




CONCORD. T 


THE RELIC 




Shnw 1130, 130, 6:15, 3:30, 10-J0 
‘ CONCORD -a- 

ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI . 

KAMANANA 

Shows: 330, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 
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& still showing- at 8:30 p.m. 
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Hsbamlte'Ihate 
' TEL: 4625155 




. STARTNC APRIL 6TH 
Don't Laugh Please. 
We're Jordanian 

Starring Hishrn Yanes, Aj nd: - 
Dabbas, Rank gurdi and the gjyfy 
• at8-J0pjn. 




For reservarions call: 4640155, 462&5S 
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icers attempt to put Game 
'5 humiliation behind them 




qu^ t '* . !v ’ dl e »,'■■■ INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
. Is: \U i <r ' There's no tomorrow for the 
, * r ‘ u PpIic a »i lc& *r. Indiana Pacers if they don’t 

! ft ' l ’ e httn ,. ° nb Jk coinc through in Game 6. 

Hi Jr j, A humbling 106-87 loss to 
‘ rwro-time defending cham- 
. pion Chicago has the Pacers 

f t'Ci Pctinn in 3 do-or-dic situation in 

y COimt „■ tbe Easiera Conference 
[ finals. 

The Bulls can wrap up the 
series and head to Utah with 
a chance for their sixth 
• league championship in 
eight years with a victory ax 
Market Square Arena. If the 
pacers survive. Game 7 will 
be Sunday night in Chicago. 

‘There’s a sense of 
urgency, but by no means 
' do we 'look at this like it’s 
our last practice,” Indiana 
I point guard Mark Jackson 
‘said Thursday. “We fully 
expect to go back to 
Chicago.” 

In the Western Confer- 
ence, the Jazz have been 
biding their time since com- 
pleting a sweep in Sunday’s- 
finals against the Los 
Angeles Lakers. The start of 
the finals is still five days 
away, and the Jazz don’t 
even know their opponent 
ft Affyet- 

’’ ™ Back East, Jackson, along 
with his teammates and 
coaches, reviewed video- 
; tape of their futile effort in 
! die first half of 
Wednesday's game. Indiana 
trailed 57-32 at halftime 
after going scoreless for 
more than five minutes and 
failing to make a single bas- 
ket in more than 14 min- 
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‘TTiey did what they 
wanted to do at both ends of 
the court 

When you allow them to 
do that, they’re tough to 
beat.” Jackson said. 

The Pacers are undefeated 
at home in the playoffs this 
year and beat the Bulls here 
by two points in Gaines 3 
and 4. 

"We looked at the video- 
tape, the first half. They 
were clearly the more 
aggressive team,” Indiana 
center Rik Sraits said. “I 
don’t know what ranwf us 
to come out like that It 
(Game 6) could very well 
be our last game of the sea- 
son, and we’ve got to play 
that way.” 

Coach Larry Bird has no 
doubts his team can extend 
its season. 

“My concern is to get 
these guys to play as hard as 
they can. just lay it all on 
the line. If they come out 
and give me a great effort, 
and get beat, I can take 
that,” be said. 

Bird put the Pacers though 
a lengthy, physical practice 
that he described as “harder 
than normal." 

“If we come in happy that 
we beat the Chicago Bulls 
twice, we’re done for the 
season.” 

Reggie Miller said the 
Pacers need to be more 
aggressive “taking the ball 
to the hole, starting from the 
inside out. establishing a 
post game.” 


Id Chicago, coach Phil 
Jackson gave his team the 
day ofiThursday, hoping 
they can maintain their 
momentum from Game 5. 

“We just tried to raise our 
level of play,” said Scortie 
Pippen, whose hard drive to 
the basket fol lowing the 
opening tip set the tone for 
Chicago’s best performance 
in this year’s playoff. 

“We came out a little 
more hungry, came out 
more aggressive, more 
determined, and it showed 
on the scoreboard," said 
Pippen, who had 20 points 
in 23 minutes. 

“It was unexpected domi- 
nance." said Jordan, who 
had 29 points on 1 2- for- 20 
shooting. “We didn’t expect 
that. We figured this team 
(Indiana) would come in 
and fight hard with a key 
player (Jalen Rose) being 
out, and we took it to 
them.” 

Rose was suspended from 
the game by the NBA for 
leaving the bench area dur- 
ing an shoving incident 
between Miller and 

Chicago’s Ron Harper. 

Rose will be back for Friday 
night's game. 

‘To lose the way we did 
really affects your pride.” 
Smits said. “The way we 
snuggled, that affects confi- 
dence. 1 mean, we missed 
18 field goals in a row. That 
gets to you at a certain 
point.” 
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Ahmad Daoud wins National 
Rumman Hill Climb 
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By Roof an Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ahmad Daoud won the 
National Rumman Hill Climb in his 
Ford Escort Cosworth after clocking a 
time of 02: 1 1 .06 Friday. _ 

Yasser Jarar in a Renault 5 GT Turbo 
came second with 02: 15.06 and Amjad 
Farrah in a Ford Sierra Cosworth with 
02:17.90 came in third. 

The event witnessed Farrah’s come- 
back to the hill climb scene after a 3- 
year absence. 

Maya Ai Mufti, the only woman in 
the race, came in the 27th place in a 
Triumph S clocking 02:34.15. 

Mufti’s participation is the first in a 
R umman Climb. 

Recently Mufti took part in the 
Rallie dn Printemps in Lebanon in 
which she did well in a Nissan Pulsar. 

The bad luck which haunted 
Jordan’s champion Fares Bustami last 
year seemed to have ended. 

Last year, Bustami had an accident 
in his Toyota Celica. On Friday he 
came fourth with 02:18.20 in his 


Daihatsu Charmant SPL. 

Driver Mohammed Al Maani left the 
race in the first round after facing 
some mechanical problems. 

The race consisted of two rounds 
and one special round for the best ten 
depending on their best time. 

The drivers had to beat 3km of 
meandering track with 27 sharp 
curves. 

His Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
watched the race closely throughout 
the day. 

Thirty-one drivers took pan in the 
race organised by the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ). 

RACJ’s next event will be the 
International Rumman Hill Climb 
scheduled for August. 




O' *• 

U***. 
•v-.- jk’l? ” 

.... ..if;*-" 


Klinsmann doubtful and Helmer 
out of Colombia friendly 
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BONN (AFP) — Germany’s star striker 
Jurgen Klinsmann is doubtful for 
Saturday’s international against Colombia 
in Frankfurt however defender Thomas 
Helmer will definitely be missing. 

Bo* were flown out of Germany’s pre- 
Vferid Cup training camp in Helsinki to 
Munich on Wednesday for medical exami- 
nations and received their bad news on the 
same day. Klin s mann has a badly bruised 
calf muscle, un willing ly inflicted by fellow 
Ulf Kirsten during a training exer- 

<f#r 

-The calf muscle is swollen which is not 
* problem,” the blonde Tottenham Hotspur 
pkyer said. T will be able to start training 
agrin on Friday but it’s touch and go 
*^ther I will make it in time for Saturday 
a £tiQst Colombia. 

Tt will only take a few days to mend. My 
Pkce for the World Cup is not in danger." 

is not the case with Helmer, whose 
Pbgnosis is somewhat worse. 

He has a . muscle tear in his thigh which 
COu W bring with it a compulsory two week 
period, placing his World Cup nomina- 
hon in jeopardy. 

The Bayern Munich captain struggled at 
®c Hel sinki training camp, largely because 
of a knee injury which he brought with him 
the final weeks of the Bundesliga. 
ftsn muscle just caps his recent woes. 


pb? Germany struggled to a (HI draw 
Wednesday against Finland with the players 
F^laining they could do no better 
t- * *— 0c cause of tiredness from 10 days of con- 

hard training behind them- 
Coach Bern M>gts however was critical of 
explanation *nd miH his men would be 
betler off shutting their mouths and just 
mQ nmg a bit banter. T am disappointed," 


l^* e - ,1? 


,,<T" 
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Vogts said bluntly. “I can’t accept talk that 
we trained too hard. I expected more desire 
from the players. I'm tired of looking for 
excuses like, the pitch was bad and the 
grass too green. 

'The only excuse we have is that we 
weren’t fit enough.” Vogts expressed him- 
self satisfied however with Lothar 
Mattbaeus in his comeback match after 
three and a half years away. The 37-year- 
oid tried hard Wednesday to drive his side 
forward from the last line of defence but 
found the midfield far too crowded as 
Germany failed to take control of that area. 

Wingers Joerg Heinrich and Michael 
Tamai, who played poorly against the 
Finns , are likely to be dropped Saturday in 
favour of Stefan Reuter and Christian 
Ziege, Midfielder Andreas Moeller, who 
watched the Finnish game from the bench, 

will also get a recall against Colombia. 

Vogts has said he expects a definite 
improvement as there is no time left to rad- 
ically reorganise his squad. Germany play 
their opening World Cup match against the 
United States in Paris on June 15th. 

Finland’s coach Richard Moeller-Nielsen 
was generous in his appraisal of 
Wednesday’s match, ackowledging that the 
visitors were lacking their usual edge after 
10 days of hard work. He still ruled 
Germany a favourite though for lifting their 
fourth world title. ‘‘He is a good friend,” 
Vogts smiled knowingly. “He has a lot to 
make good for though after the ‘92 
European Cup final in Sweden (when 
Germany lost 2-0 to Denmark, coached by 
Moeller-Nielsen). I thank him for the com- 
pliment I’ll be able to sleep better now.” 


Wright’s 
World Cup 
dreams 


over 

CASABLANCA l AFP; — 
England lan Wright’s 
World Cup dream was 
shattered here on Thursday 
night as coach Glenn 
Hoddle was forced to rule 
the Arsenal striker out of 
his France 98 squad. 

The 34- year-old 

Highbury striker went 
down hurt after 24 minutes 
of Wednesday’s 1-0 win 
over Morocco in the 
Hassan II tournament. 

Wright was coming to 
grips with a Moroccan 
defender when he col- 
lapsed as if he had been 
shot, with his left ham- 
string immediately encased 
in ice as he was escorted to 
the dressing room. 

Hoddle had hoped that 
the injury was not as seri- 
ous as first thought, and a 
terse Wright was not limp- 
ing as be left the Mohamed 
V Stadium to fly back to 
England’s World Cup train- 
ing base in La Manga. 
Spain, on Wednesday 
night. 

But a scan carried out by 
medical experts in Spain on 
Thursday confirmed the 
worst and the injury 
requires a minimum two 
week recovery period. 

The injury is in the same 
left leg that kept Wright our 
for almost the whole of 
1998 and the striker was 
packing his bags on Friday, 
with the FA reporting he 
would be leaving La 
Manga shortly. 

Wright, who had pinned 
so many hopes on finally 
making it to the World. Gup 
finals, will be devastated at 
what looks like the end of 
his international career, 
although his thoughts were 
as much for the players he 
was leaving behind. 

“I’m so disappointed, 
above all because 1 think 
England can go a very long 
way in this World Cup and 
I wanted so much to be parr 
of that with the boys,” said 
Wright, from La Manga. 
“No manager has shown 
greaier faith in me than 
Glenn Hoddle. “I can 
promise the boys that they 
won’t have a bigger sup- 
porter in France or at home 
than me.” 

Wright had hoped an 
appearance in the Finals 
would prove the pinnacle 
of his career and Hoddle 
was known to want the 
striker and his infectious 
good humour around the 
England camp. 

The season had started so 
well for Wright when he 
scored the goals he needed 
to overtake Cliff Bason’s 
club record 178 goals, top- 
ping that mark with a hat- 
trick against Bolton in 
September. 

The goals kept coming in 
the first month of campaign 
with Wright having nine to 
his credit by the time 
England travelled to Rome 
for their final World Cup 
qualifier against Italy. 

Wright, playing up front 
in the absence of skipper 
Alan Shearer, gave a tire- 
less display and was inches 
away from winning the 
match in injury time when 
he took the ball round 
keeper Angelo Peruzzi 
only for his shot to hit the 
upright- Even so Wright 
celebrated longer and loud- 
er than any other of the 
England men on duty. 

Wright's misery opens up 
opportunities for others 
with Tottenham striker Les 
Ferdinand and Coventry’s 
Dion Dublin perhaps feel- 
ing closer to selection ihan 
they were before. 

But for Wright the news 
represented the end of all 
he had worked for in his 
career. At 34, 35 in 
November, he was running 
out of time and he knows 
it. 
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FRENCH OPEN 


Kuerten, Rafter out 


PARIS lAFPi — Russian 
underdog Marat Safin 
caused another sensation a: 
the French Open on Friday 
% hen he defeated defending 
champion Gustavo Kuerten 
of Brazil in a five-set 
thriller on a sun-drenched 

centre-court. 

And be showed a refresh- 
ing touch of class when he 
overruled the umpire to give 
back a point to his oppo- 
nent. 

“You have to be a gentle- 
man on court.” explained 
the 18-year-old who rs 
based in Spain. 

“If I see the ball is good 
you have to say it is good. If 
1 see the ball is ‘good* i 
can’t say it is ‘ouL’ I don’t 
care if 1 lose the point. You 
have to be friendly on 
court.” 

His gesture and remarks 
were remmiscieai of ±e 
young Mats Wilander who 
overruled an umpire's deci- 
sion and replayed a match 
point against Argentina’s 
Jose Luis Clerc in a semi- 
final in 1982. Wilander, 
who was 17 years 9 months 
at the time, went on to win 
the tournament. 

The 11 6th- ranked Safin, 
who pur out American 
Andre Agassi in the previ- 
ous round, finally came 
through 3-6, 7-6 (7/5 j. 3-6, 

6- 1, 6-4 against the eighth- 
seeded Kuerten in 2hr 
47min. 

He now plays Daniel 
Vacek of the Czech 
Republic, who put out Jan- 
Michael Gambill of the 
United States 6-4, 2-6, 7-5. 

7- 6 (7/0). 

T am playing unbeliev- 
able at the moment.” 
beamed Safin, who became 
the fust qualifier in the his- 
tory -the : tournament to_ 
beat a defending champion. 

“I smn to hit and every- 
thing go in. It’s just luck . 
Two times I am playing like 
this. Maybe next day 1 will 
hit everything out. It’s 
impossible for me to play- 
better. 

Asked if he felt tired after 
his two five set matches, 
Safin replied: “I am running 
unbelievable. I think my 
physical condition is very- 
good.’' 

Safin, who has played 
only two Tour events so far 
this year, first hit the head- 
lines before his arrival in 
the French capital by his 
plucky performance when 
be went down in five sets to 
Jim Courier in the decisive 
fifth rubber of a first-round 
Davis Cup clash against the 


Lmted Sta:e>. 

At Philadelphia. he 
defeated Wsyce Black of 
Zimbabwe in the first round 
before failing co Sheris 
Sdhailaa of the Netherlands 
in the second. And at 
Barcelona i«: beat Magnus 
Larsson and Jiri Novak 
before seine cat to Carlos 
Ccsta. " 

Kuerten was the second 
men’s seed to be beaten on 

Earner Patrick Rafter, die 
Sc .4. wem out to fellow- 
Australiar Jascn 

Stcirrnbe.’S 6-4. 2-6, 6-3. 6- 
2 :e reach a third -round 
showdown with Sweden’s 
Magnus Gustafsson. 

So far eight of the 16 
men’s seeds have failed to 
senive the find week at the 
Championships. 

The others to disappear 
have beer. Pete Sampras, 
Karo: Kucera, Jonas 

Bjarkmam Greg Rusedski, 
Ye% ger.y Kafelnikov and 
Petr Korda. 

"I:'s tough to come back 
and defend your title,” 
admitted Kuerten after his 

“It’s rough to lose but I 
can’t be too disappointed. 
We both had chances to 
win. and in a fifth set any- 
thing can happen. I am play- 
ing well. 

Referring to Safin. 
Kuerten said: "He’s very- 
strong and hits the ball hard. 
If he keeps playing like that 
he will go a long way. He’s 
a very fair player and a nice 
guy off she court. He's good 
for me Tcur.” 

The stamina-sapping red 
clay claimed two victims 
when South African Wayne 
Ferreira twisted his ankle 
and Dutch qualifier Jotan 
Van- Lotture retired with 
strained thigh muscle. 

Ferreira was trailing title 
favourite Marcelo Rios 1-6, 
3-3 when he fell heavily cry- 
ing ro chase down a deep 
shot. The third-seeded 
Chilean now plays thir- 
teenth-seeded Spaniard 
Albert Costa who over- 
whelmed or Bobaan Winch 
or the Czech Republic 6-3, 

6- 3. 6-0. 

Van Lonum, who had fell 
twinges of pain from his 
thigh in his surprise first- 
rcund victory over compa- 
triot Jan Sieroerink, pulled 
up in his second-round 
match against 1989 champi- 
on Michael Chang. 

Chans, who was leading 

7- 5, 60, 3-0 when the 
Dutch player dropped out, 
now plays Francisco Claver 


of Spain. Clavet put out 
Frenchman Olivier DeSaiire 
in four sets. 

Claver *s twelfth- seeded 
compatriot Carlos Moya 
reached the last sixteen 
when he beat Australian 
Andrew Hie in straight-sets 
while Brazilian Fernando 
Meligeni added to 
Australian woe by beating 
Todd Woodbridge in 
straight-sets. 

Other winners included 
seeded Spaniards Alex 
Corretja, the number- 14. 
and Alberto Berasaiegui, the 
number- 16. 

Id the women's singles 
there were no surprises. 

World number-one 

Martina Hingis took another 
step towards the only major 
title she has never won 
when she beat Karina 
Habsudova of Slovakia in 
straight-sets to reach the las: 
sixteen. 

Hingis, a finalist last year, 
scored a 6-3, 6-2 victory in 
55 minutes and now faces 
Israel’s 1991 French junior 
champion Anna Smashnova 
who came back after a 
shaky start to defeat 
Barbara Rirmer of Germany 
1-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Hingis’ American teenage 
rival Venus Williams con- 
tinued to race towards a 
potential iy-explosive quar- 
ter-final against the top- 
seeded Swiss by eliminating 
Alexia Dechaume-Balleret 
of France 6-2, 6-1. 

So far Williams has 
dropped only nine games 
since the tournament ston- 
ed. 

Monica Seles, ‘wide- 
awake’ this time, surged 
into the last sixteen when 
she scored a straight-sets 
victory' _ over Austria's 
felrblrS Wanz.- - * - -• 

The three-times champi- 
on, who nearly exited in the 
previous round when she 
went one set down to anoth- 
er Austrian Marion Maruska 
after being caught taking a 
nap unaware that organisers 
had reorganised the playing 
schedule. 

Seles, who is playing in 
her first tournament since 
the death of her father and 
coach earlier this month, 
now plays Chanda Rubin of 
the United States who put 
out Miho Saeki of Japan 6- 
3, 6-4, for a place in the 
quarter-finals. 

.Anna Koumikova ruth- 
lessly underlined her title 
pretensions by sweeping 
into the last sixteen by beat- 
ing Sweden's Asa Carlsson 
6-0, 6-0 in 49 minutes. 


The 16-year-old 

American-based Russian, 
who is making her second 
appearance at Roland 
Garros and who has risen 
from 52nd to 1 3th in the 
rankings this season, now 
plays third-seed Jana 
Novotna. The Czech player 
put out Elena Taiarkova 
from the Ukraine 6-3. 7-6 
i7/5.i. 

MeawhiJe defending 
champion Iva Majoli. who 
scored one of the biggest 
upsets in the history of the 
tournament when *he beat 
Hingis for the women’s title 
last year, notched up a 
revenge victory over 
Natasha Zevereva of 
Belarus. 

The 19-y ear-old from 
Zagreb reached the third- 
round with a 6-3, 6-4 win in 
jus: over an hour. 

“J started rushing things 
and made mistakes — and 
she’s a dangerous player if 
you let her come back.” said 
Majoli. 

"I kept saying to myself 
‘take your time... concen- 
trate.’ Fortunately I served a 
pretty good game at 4-all.” 

Zvereva, one of the 
world's top doubles players, 
upset Majoli in the first 
round of last year's grass 
coun event in Eastbourne 
and the Croatian, who had 
just triumphed at Roland 
Garros, was furious at the 
time because the match was 
played on a tiny outside 
coun. 

Zvereva. 27, who suffered 
one of the severest defeats 
in French Open history 
when she was beaten 6-0, 6- 
0 in just 34 minutes in the 
1988 final by Steffi Graf, 
finally netted a drop shot 
after a marathon final game 
■ to' send Majoli into a third- 
round showdown with 
.Argentinian qualifier 
Mariana Diaz-OUv a. 

The South American beat 
Korean Sune-Hee Park 6-2. 
6 - 2 . 

Completing the women’s 
second-round matches, the 
in-form Patty Schynder of 
Switzerland defeated 
French opponent Julie 
Halard-Decugis and now 
plays Silvia Farina of Italy. 

Schynder. w-ho has risen 
to 18 in the world rankings 
and who pul out fifth-seed- 
ed Amanda Coetzer of 
South Africa in the first 
round, outlasted Halard- 
Decugis 6-3, 3-6, 6- 1 while 
Farina chalked up a 4-6, 6- 
3, 6-0 victory over 

Joannene Kruger of South 
•Africa. 


Syria champions; Jordan 2nd 
in women’s karate championship 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 1st Arab 
Karate Championship for 
Women concluded 

Thursday with Syria taking 
first place after clinching 
most of the gold. 

Jordan came in second 
followed by Lebanon in 
third place. 

Syria took three gold 
medals, 3 silver and one . 
bronze. Meanwhile, Jordan I 
took two gold, 3 silver and 
two bronze medals. 

Lebanon, who won first 
place in group fighting cate- 
gory, took one gold, one sil- 
ver’ and three bronze | 
medals. I 

Palestine came fourth 
with one gold, one silver 
and 2 bronze medals. 

The Crown hotel team 
came in the fifth place with 
one silver and one bronze 
medal and Iraq came in last 
place with three bronze 
medals. 

In group fighting category 
Lebanon came first after 
beating Syria in the final 
match 2-1. 

Jordan came in the third 
place after losing to Syria 2- 
1. 

The event, the first of its 
kind to be hosted in Jordan, 
witnessed two teams repre- 
senting the Kingdom with 


the Crow n Hotel sponsoring 
one team. 

Six teams took pan in the 
3-daj tournament: Iraq, 

Lebanon. Palestine, Syria 
and Jordan with two teams. 

Jordan's team consisted of 
: M una Ali Kha wajah, 

Samah Abu Lail. Buthaina 
Al Muhaisri. Reem AJ 
Rawashceh, Reem Al 
Qudab and Shaza Fawzi. 


Coach: Ahmad Mutaweh’ 
Crown Hotel team con- 
sisted of: Fadwa Ali Abed 
Hafez, Mariam Mohammed 
Harb, Nesreen Abu Karsh. 
Marina Mohammed Harb, 
Esraa’ Al Khateeb and 
Sawsan MadanaL Coach: 
Abdullah Khaled 
Meanwhile the men’s 


karate national team 
returned from Egypt after 
taking the third place in 
President Hosni Mubarak 
Championship. 

Teams from ten countries 
took pan in the event 
including Turkey, Sweden. 
Morocco, Oman, Syria, 
Egypt and Jordan. 


The only 
good bug. 

m. 

...Is a dead, bug 

Bayer 0 


Pest Busters 

•err xie professional uioy 

:o get n d of bug s 
end pests call 


front 9.X AM- 3.00 PM 


TeL 5688206/ 5661187 
Fax 5601345 


SALE 

SUPER DELUXE FIVE-FLOOR BUILDING 
Suitable for embassies, diplomatic corps or big institutions 
Location: Airport Road — north ot Girl's University — ■ 
near Marj Al Hamam Bridge. 

The building overlooks the whole city ot Amman. 
Area: 2,000 sq.m. Originally built as residence for owner. 
For further Information cal! 

Tel.: 5528430, Mobile: 079-58552 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located at Prime Ministry Road, Jabai Amman. 
Consists of one large bedroom, large sitting & dining 

room, kitchen, bathroom, telephone & satellite. 

Please call 5681 665 between 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. & 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 


LUXURIOUS FLAT IN ABDOUN 

Furnished with large entertainment area. Consists of 
one master bedroom with close in balcony, two other 
bedrooms sharing a bathroom, kitchen with built-in 
dishwasher, washing machine, drier, refrigerator, 
oven, telephone and a car park. 

If Interested, please contact Tel.: 5929034 
between (13:00 - 15:00) 
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PNA will declare state 


unilaterally in 1999 
if deadlock remains 


RAMALLAH (API — The 
Palestinians will not be 
deterred by U.S. misgivings 
and will declare a state in die 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
May 1999 if there is no 
progress in negotiations with 
Israel, senior Palestinian offi- 
cials said Friday. 

The officials responded to 
White House spokesman Mike 
McCuny who said Thursday 
that the United States would 
consider a unilateral 
Palestinian declaration of 
statehood a violation of the 
peace accords and “most likely 
not" recognise such an entity. 

Mr. McC tiny's statement 
marked the first time the 
Clinton administration took a 
public stand on the issue. 

The remarks may have been 
intended as a gesture to Israel 
as Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu grapples with U.S. 
demands for a troop pullback 
from 13 per cent of the West 
Bank. 

Israeli media reports have 
said Mr. Netanyahu asked the 
Clinton administration to 
come out publicly against a 
unilateral Palestinian declara- 
tion of statehood, arguing that 
this might sway hawks in his 
Cabinet to agree to a pullback. 

Under the interim Israeli- 
Palesrinian peace accords, the 
five-year period of Palestinian 
autonomy in the West Bank 
and Gaza Snip ends on Mav 4. 
1999. 

By that day. Israel and the 
Palestinians are to have negoti- 
ated a permanent peace agree- 
ments that would set final bor- 
ders and define the status of 
disputed lands, including east 
Jerusalem. 

However, the two sides are 
still hung up on interim issues, 
such as a three-phase Israeli 
troop pullback, and it appeals 
unlikely that permanent stares 
negotiations will begin any- 
time soon. 


Arafat, Beilin meet to 


preserve hope in peace 


RAMALLAH (AFP; — Prominent Israeli Dove Yossi 
Beilin met Palestinian President Yasser Arafat here 
Friday to ‘‘keep alive the hope that peace is possible.” . 

T think that it is important to keep alive the hope that 
peace is possible between die two peoples, even if some 
difficulties are at present unavoidable” Mr. Beilin told 
reporters after the meeting. 

“It is important that dialogue continue between the 
Israeli peace camp and the Palestinian leadership, espe- 
cially when this dialogue is non-existent between Mr. 
Arafat and our prime minister,” said Mr. Beilin, leader of 
the dovish wing of Israel's mafn opposition Labour 
Party. 

Palestinian chief negotiator Saeb Erekat, who also 
attended the meeting in the Palestinian parliament build- 
ing here, said the current situation in the region “is in fact 
becoming rather dangerous.” 

‘The Palestinians are making every effort passible to 
relaunch the peace process and prevent an explosion of 
violence ” he said. 

Israel has so far rejected a U.S. plan to relaunch peace 
talks with the Palestinians which have been deadlocked 
for the past 14 months, saying the plan's proposal '-for a 
1 3 per cent West Bank pullback threatens its security. 


Pales tinian Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Qoureia and 
chief peace negotiator Saeb 
Erekat said Friday that the 
Palestinians would do their 


utmost to negotiate a peace 
accord with Israel by the dead- 
line. 

If talks proceed in a promis- 
ing way. rbe Palestinians 
would likely be w illin g to go 
beyond the deadline, they said 

“But if tiie Israelis are to con- 
tinue wasting time. -then we 
will be free to do it [declare a 
state]," Mr. Qoureia told the 
Associated Press. The 
Palestinians expect broad 
international support for such a 
declaration. Mr. Qoureia said 

Added Erekat “If we are 
pushed into a comer and Mr. 
Netanyahu continues with his 
non-compliance policy, what 
does Mr McCuny expect 


from the Pales tinians ?” Mr. 
Netanyahu has said be would 
retaliate for a unilateral decla- 
ration of statehood but has not 
said what steps be would take. 
It is believed he will annex 
parts of the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s senior 
adviser. David Bar-Elan, was 
subdued Friday in his reaction 
to Mr. McCuny. saying the 
statement was in line with the 
American position that neither 
side should take steps that 
would pre-empt the outcome 
of the peace negotiations. 

Using the same argument, 
the Clinton administration has 
demanded that Israel bait 
Jewish settlement construction 
in the West Bank and Gaza, 
though to no avail 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


PNA insists relations with Riyadh good 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — The Palestinian National 
Authority reaffirmed on Friday its “friendly’ relations 
with Saudi Arabia, brushing off a Saudi paper which 
called Palestinian President Yasser Arafat too “senile” to 
cany on the Palestinian cause. “Palestinian-Saudi rela- 
tions are friendly and cordial. The Palestinian leadership 
continues to enjoy the support of Saudi Arabia for its 
struggle to win its national rights,” said Arafat aide 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim. A meeting between Mr. Arafat and 
Saudi King Fahd in Jeddah on Sunday “reinforced our 
relations and opened the way to strengthening the 
Palestinian resistance to the intransigence of the Israeli 
government.” Mr. Abdul Rahim said. The Saudi daily A1 
Riyadh, which is owned by Turki Al Sudeiri. a relative of 
King Fahd, ran an editorial on Tuesday saying Mr. Arafat 
“is no longer up to the struggle." 


Earthquake rocks Cairo 


CAIRO (AP) — An earthquake shook Egypt's capital 
Thursday night. The quake struck at 9.33 p.tn. and last- 
ed about one minute. People in multi-story buildings felt 
the whole structure shake, and many rushed outside. But 
police said there were no reports of casualties or destruc- 
tion. Seismologists differed on the quake's strength and 
epicentre. The head of the Helwan Observatory outside 
Cairo. Abdul-Fattah Galal. told The Associated Press the 
magnitude was 6.2 and the epicentre 500 kilometres 
north of the city in the Mediterranean Sea near Cyprus. 
But the U.S. National Earthquake Centre in Golden. 
Colorado, said the “shallow" quake had a preliminary 
magnitude of 5.5 and an epicentre 25 miles (40 km) 
east/southeast of Mersa Matruh, a port on Egypt's north- 
western coast Persons contacted in Cyprus, Lebanon, 

Israel and Jordan told The Associated Press they did not 
feel the tremor. 


Netanyahu neck-and-neck with Barak 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Exactly two years after the election 
which brought him to office. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is neck-and-neck with Labour oppo- 
sition head Ehud Barak, according to an opinion poll 
released Friday. Mr. Netanyahu would win 38 per cent of 
the vote if an election was held today, while Mr. Barak 
would win 39 per cent, said the survey of 500 Israelis by 
the Gallup organisation, published by the Maariv newspa- 
per. Twenty-three per cent of the respondents were unde- 
cided, according to the poll, which had a margin of error of 
four per cent. The poll showed a slight drop in support for 
Mr. Netanyahu who held a 41 per cent to 37 per cent edge 
over left-wing Labour's Barak in a Gallup poll last week. 


French lawmakers recognise Armenian genocide 


PARIS (AP) — Drawing an angry response from Turkey, 
french lawmakers on Friday unanimously passed a motion 
stating that France “publicly recognises the Armenian geno- 
cide of 1915.” The motion now goes before the Senate. If 
passed, France would become the first major European coun- 
try to use the term "genocide" to describe the deaths of about 
1 ,5 million Armenians in Ottoman Turkey between 1915 and 
1923. Turkey denies the deaths constituted genocide, insisting 
they were the result of a civil war. and strongly criticised the 
passing of the morion. “Terrorist acts against Turkish diplo- 
mats in France will escalate." Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem said. 


Israeli 
soldiers 
beat Gaza 
fishermen 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israeli soldiers beat four 
Palestinian fishermen from 
their boat off the coast of 
Gaza City and detained 
them, the fishermen said 
Friday. 

Shukry Alwan. 33, said a 
group of 10 soldiers inter- 
cepted his boat and took him 
and three fellow fishermen to 
the nearby Israeli port of 
Asbdod Wednesday night, 
keeping them detained until 
their release the next morn- 


ing. 

“We were fishing 10 miles 
out. well within the 20 miles 
allowed to us. Their boat 
intercepted us and opened 
fire on our boat, damaging it. 
They then sunk two smaller 
boats that we bad with us," 
Mr. Alwan told AFP. 

An Israeli army spokes- 
woman confirmed the four 
men were taken to Ashdod. 
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His Majesty King Hussein receives a token gift from Jordan Radio and Television Corporation Director General 
Nasser Judeb at the ceremony held to mark the inauguration of a new transmission station for Jordan 
Television's Channel Three (Photo by Yousef AJ ’Allan) 


King opens Channel 3 transmission station 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Thursday inaugurated a new transmission station for 
Jordan Television's Channel Three at Sweileh. northwest 
of Amman. 

At the ceremony, the King praised the Jordan Radio and 
Television Corporation for its continued efforts to pro- 
mote Jordan's image before the world. 


Accompanied by several Royal family members. Prime 
Minis ter Abdul Salam Majali. Chief of the Royal Court 
Fayez Tarawneb and other dignitaries. King Hussein 
toured the facility and was briefed by the corporation’s 
Director General Nasser Judeh on the project, which was 
inaugurated as pan of the Kingdom's celebrations of 
Independence Day. . 


Jerusalem Arabs complain to Arafat 
of harassment by Palestinian security 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A group of 
Palestinians complained to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat’s administration 
Friday that members of its 
security forces were abusing 
their power to steal extort 
and harass residents of the 
Old City. 

A community group call- 
ing itself the Khanqa 
Mosque Committee called 
on Mr. Arafat’s Palestinian 
National Authority to “deal 
with outlaws from its official 


agencies who exploit their 
position and take law into 
their hands for personal 
gain." 

“We refuse this use of 
weapons, these armed gangs. 
The violations against our 
daughters are unacceptable.” 
the group said in a statement. 

The committee’s 

spokesman. Abdul Rahim 
Mahmoud, said armed young 
men who claimed to be 
members of the security 
forces have been stealing and 
extorting from Old City resi- 


dents and harassing young 
Palestinian women. 

“This is not a political 
problem, it’s a social and 
legal problem. We are not 
against the authority, we just 
want justice,” he told AFP. 

' But he “would riot givespe- 
cific examples of incidents. 

Palestinian security forces 
are not permitted by Israel to 
operate in Arab east 
Jerusalem, which was occu- 
pied and illegally annexed by 
the Jewish sike in 1967. 

But there are members of 


the forces who live in Arab 
east Jerusalem and Israel fre- 
quently accuses them of 
operating illegally in the city, 
which the Palestinians want 
as the capital of a future 

state. 

Tiie committee, an' infor- 
mal grouping of religious 
Muslims in the Old City, 
conducted renovations on the 
Khanqa Mosque, a historic 
site, and concerns itself with 
social affairs, members said, 
without saying how many 
members the group had. 


Sheikh Yassin 
arrives in Khartoum 


KHARTOUM 1 AP) — The 
leader of the Islamist resis- 
tance movement. Hamas. 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, arrived 
in Sudan on Friday, the eighth 
stop of his tour of Muslim 
nations. 

“We hope officials and lead- 
ers will learn from the snuggle 
of Sheikh Yassin." Hassan 
Turabl Sudan's speaker and 
the ideologue behind the gov- 
ernment, told state-run Radio 
Oradurman after welcoming 
Sheikh Yassin at Khartoum's 


airport 

Sheikh Yassin, a 6 1 -year-old 
quadriplegic. is touring 

Muslim countries to promote 
his group, which rejects the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords and advocates armed 
struggle against Israel. 

Earlier this week. Sheikh 
Yassin was denied entry to 


Jordan on the grounds that he 
had applied too late for a visa. 
He was also refused entry to 
Lebanon because his 
Palestinian passport was 
issued under agreement with 
IsraeL Lebanon is officially at 
war with the Jewish state. 

The Hamas leader is expect- 
ed to travel to Pakistan and 
Malaysia He has already visit- 
ed Egypt, Saudi Arabia Qatar, 
Iran. United Arab Emirates. 
Kuwait. Yemen and Syria. 

Sheikh Yassin was released 
from an Israeli jail in October 
after serving 10 years of a Life 
sentence. 

He was freed in a prisoner 
swap for two Israeli agents 
who were arrested in Jordan 
after they botched an assassi- 
nation attempt against the head 
of Hamas’ political bureau in 
Amman. 


Five wounded in 
clashes in Yemen 


SANAA (AP) — Demonstrators clashed with police in 
southern Yemen on Thursday, leaving five people wound- 
ed, police said. 

Three policemen were wounded in the riot in Mawdiyah 
in the province of Abyan. Some rioters opened fire on the 
security forces, police said. 

The protesters were demanding the release of two oppo- 
sition leaders, Ahmed Al Qaraaa of the Al Tajamou Party 
and Abbas Al Asal of the Socialist Party, who were 
detained last week for taking part in an anti-government 
demonstration. 

Police have sent reinforcements to Abyan for fear of 
renewed clashes. 

Last month, two people were killed in clashes with 
police when more than 2,000 people staged a protest in 
the southern city of Hadramawt against price hikes and 
government suppression of civil liberties. 

Yemen, a poor nation of 17 million on the Arabian 
peninsula, is still reeling from a 1994 civil war that was 
triggered by south Yemeni secessionists. The war nearly 
broke the union reached in 1990 between the conservative 
North and socialist South. 


Middle East ponders consequences of first ‘Islamic bomb’ 


By Charles Recknagfe 
Agence France Presse 


NICOSIA — Pakistan's emergence as the world's 
first Muslim nuclear state provoked strong reaction 
in the Middle East Friday as Arab states pondered 
how the "Islamic bomb" could alter the balance of 
power with Israel 

A Saudi newspaper said Israel is likely to regard 
the Pakistani bomb as “pressure ” and respond by 
demonstrating its own, never admitted nuclear 
capability in open tests. 

“Israeli nuclear tests in response to Pakistan's are 
to be feared because Israel sees an Islamic bomb 
which could be used as a means of pressure in the 
Middle East crisis” said an editorial in Al Madina 


newspaper. 

Pakistan detonated five nuclear devices Thursday 
in response to similar tests by India earlier in the 
month. 

Qatar's Al Raya newspaper called on Arab stares 
to support Pakistan’s nuclear tests as a “courageous” 
move by a Muslim country to “obtain the same kind 
of weapons [as the West] and to maintain some kind 
of balance with Israel” tire Middle East's sole 
nuclear power. 

In tiie United Arab Emirates, Al Iuihad newspaper 


criticised Washington for threatening sanctions on 
Pakistan but never on Israel over atomic weapons. 

“Israel benefits from all the support [of the United 
States] to obtain conventional and non-conventional 
weapons while we hear threats and warning aimed 
at India and Pakistan,” it said. 

A Jordanian newspaper said the arms race 
between Pakistan and India could lead to a domino 
effect of countries seeking to emerge as nuclear 
powers. 

‘There is no doubt that this terrible thing will lead 
to a string of challenges whose effects could spill 
over the rim of tire Indian subcontinent into wider 
regions including the Middle East.” wrote a colum- 
nist in Al Dustour newspaper. 

Libya also called on Washington to put sanctions 
on Israel “which possesses nuclear weapons” rather 
than on Pakistan for testing them. 

“We are surprised by the United Stales’ tush to 
impose sanctions on Pakistan when [Washington] 
won’t even lift the smallest finger against tire 
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons which 
Israel has, as well as its nuclear-headed, long-range 
missiles," a commentator for the official JANA news 
agency wrote. 

Israel has never officially confirmed that it has 
nuclear weapons but foreign experts estimate that 


the Jewish state has between 100 and 200 warheads 
capable of being launched from ballistic missiles. 

Israel said it has no intention of changing its posi- 
tion over nuclear weapons after tbe Pakistani tests. 

“Israel sees no reason to change its position and 
we reaffirm that we will not be the first nation to 
introduce nuclear weapons into tbe region," said 
David Bar- man. spokesman for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Bar-Dlan also said Israel was “concerned” by 
the possibility of nuclear proliferation in the Middle 
East He added: ‘Tire problem is not that Pakistan is 
an Islamic country, but these tests may encourage 
Tehran and Ba ghdad to acquire nuclear weapons." 

Iran, itself suspected of seeking to join the club of 
atomic powers, called on both Pakistan and India 
Friday to stop nuclear testing and an “atomic race” 
in the region. 

In Lebanon, AJ Safir newspaper wrote that the 
nuclear arms test race between India and Pakistan 
has shown that the “door to the nuclear dub is wide 
open. 

International criticism of Islamabad has been swift 
and unequivocal, with US. President BUI Clinton 
vowing to punish Pakistan with the same tough 
sanctions imposed on India earlier for its tests 


Rumours oi 
by member 
of Spice Girls 




LONDON (AFP) 
Speculation about die future of 
British pop wonders tire Spice 
Gifts was rife on Friday, after - 
Geri Haliiwell “Ginger SjacevVr 
feiled to perform with tire restpf 
die band for fee second night 
running. The group performed 
late Thursday in die Nor w egian 
capital Oslo as a quartet, having . 
also appeared without Haffiwdt 
on Wednesday night in London 
for BBC Television’s National 
Lottery show. On Thursday, a 
band spokeswoman said Gragg 
Spice's absence was caused by 
a stomach bug. and that she was 
resting. But a spokesman fortire 
Spice Gifts on Friday said he 
could not comment on reports 
in The Sun tabloid fear tiie red- 
haired singer had walked out, 
possibly for good. 
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Diana’s two families 
to mark death 
anniversary separately 


LONDON (AFP) — The two 
families of Diana. Princess of 
Wales, wiD commemorate the 
first annroasaxy of her death on 
Aug. 3 1 this year separately aixi 
in private, it was announced 
Thursday. Diana's sons, PriDces 
Wntiam, 15. and Harry, 13, will 
be with Queen Elizabeth fl. 
their father Prince Charles and 
grandfather Prince Philip at a 
private family prayer service at 
Craftne Church, at fee official'' 
Scottish royal residence 
Balmoral, said Buckingham 
Palace. But her brother Effll 
Charles Spencer and sisters 
Lady Jane FeUowes and Lady 
Sarah McCorquodale and their 
families will hold a private 
memorial service on the banks 
of the lake at Alfeoqx-fee ances- 
tral family home north of 
London. 
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Courtney Love Is 
sued by journalist 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
fashion show turned into a 
slugfest for a reporter who 
snapped Courtney Love’s pic- 
ture, fee journalist elahrK jn a 
lawsuit agarmt fee actress- 
singer. Belissa Cohen alleges in 
a lawsuit filed in Los Angeles 
Superior Court on Thursday 
feat die brawl began after she: 
took a photograph of Ixr^ who 
was in the audience f lari ng tbe 
public event last month. Gatov 
who covers celebrities fix vari- 
ous publications, said Love 
grabbed her hair and thrust a 
knee into her groin, then hit her 
in the face. Cohen is seeking 
unspecified damages. 


Actress CybiU 
Shepherd says 
she’s no lady 


NEW YORK (AP) — Cybfll 
Shepherd wants it known thtf 
she’s no lady- “That's a pgraa- 
five term to me,” the found* 
fashion model turned actress- 
producer says in dreJtine issue 
of Living Fft magazine. ‘‘Being : 


be.” Feel free to call: tire -48- 
year-old Shepherd-sexy 
though. She wants tiie world to 
know' feat women berressa? . 
“more beautiful more' 
more powerful than eyerf^^^ 
OK to get older, there’s 
stuff going on,” says^B^w 
whose health r egimm -indnoff 
meditation, a &eadmfiU bfefr 
ding and pool workouts. /* -':‘V 
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